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THE KEY OF 

WEALTH: 

Or, A new Way, for 

Improving of Trade: 

Lawfull , Eafie , Safe and Effedtuall : 

SHEWING how 

A few Tradefmen agreeing together,may (borrow wherewith 

to) double their Stocks, and the increafe thereof 

WITHOUT 
i. Paying 3ny Interefc. OC 4. Staying for Materials. 

2. Great difficulty or hazzard. O 5, Prejudice to any Trade, or Perfon. 

3. Advance of Money. JC 6. Incurring any other inconvenience. 

In fuch fort, as both they and all orhers (though never fopoore) 
who are in a way of trading , may 

1. Multiply their Rccurnes. ^r^. Put the wholcNation upon this Practice. 

2. Dcaleonely for ready Pay. Wy, Gain notwithltanding more then ordinary. 

3. Much trader-fell others. ^<;<s. Dcfift when they plcafe without dam age. 

And (6 t as the lame ihalltend much to 



I. Inrich the people of this Land. 
3. Difperfe the money hoarded up. 

3. Import Bullion from beyond Sea. 

4. Rait banksof money in clivers places. 

5. Srtcle a fecure and known credit. 

6. Mukc fuch credit current. 

7. Extend I'uch credit to any degree needfnll. 

8. Quicken the revolution of money 8c credit. 
*?. Dimintfh the intcrcft for moneys. 

ic. Make commodity fupplv the place of money. 

I I. Ingrofie the trade of Europe. 
1 1. Fill the Land with commodity. 



13 .Abate the price of commodity, 
14. Provide ftore agiinft famine. 
1 y. Relieve and employ the poor. 

16. Augment cuftomc and Excise. 

1 7. Promote the falc of Lands. 
l8.R.cmovcthccaufcsofiir,prifonmcntfordcbt. 
10. Leflcn the hazard of trading on credit. 

ao. Prevent high-way thieves. 

21. Multiply (hips for defence at Sea. 

21. Multiply means for defence at Land. 

23-Incorporate the whole ftrcngth of England. 

24. Take away advantages of oppofition. 



All which being not barely undertaken here, but the debate thereof thus puMiihcd 
no man hath caufe to cenfurc 01 Height, without due triall. * 



Eclef.9.10. ?rov.%.\ i.& 13.4. & io,4.& 32.13. & J4*3C,&e-& 16.15. & rt-19.Mdttl1.1w.8cc. 

L N D ON, 

Printed by R,A. and are to be fold by Nicolas Bourne at the South Entrance of 

the Royall Exchange, x $ 5 0. 
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TO THE 

SUPREME AUTHORITY 

ENGLAND, 

The prcfcnt 

PARLIAMENT 

ASSEMBLED 

fh(oble Senators, 

,t in the Frontifpiece of this Treati(e,there are humbly 
relented to your Honours and this Nation, a Colle- 
tion of thofe many defirable consequences , which 
rillfollowuponthepra<ftifeofthisenterprife ; is not, 
iat I (fo inconfiderable an in ftrument) do delight in 
profesfine things ftrange or unufuall, (which to doe, 
were neither rare nor difficult) being very fenfible, that great underta. 
kings do many times weaken the credit of the bcft Authors , far more 
of &ch as my iilfe, even to the rendering of their Propofalls by preju- 
dice, to be caft off as imposfible,bcfore any due criall or deliberate exa- 
mination thereof. 

But obferving,that in regard of the diverfky ofyour weighty affairs, 
the multiplicity of books , and the vanity wherewith they are general- 
ly fraught, your Honours have juft caufe to be difcouraged from ta- 
king notice of any books , except fuch as (at leaft) fcem to be of fomc 
ipeciall concernment, I thought it necefiary ( though with much wa- 
rineffe , leaft I (hould exceed in expressing the particulars) to premile 
a fummary ofthe icverall advantages,which would, as J conceived up- 
on folid grounds, appearetobe the neceflary effects ofthisatcempt,as 
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The Epiftle 'Dedicatory. 

it may be managed in a way,that is not onely practicable, but free from 
much difficulty and danger to the Undertakers, or any damage at all to 
others. 

In confidence therefore, that your own wifdomes will direct you 
to fupprefle all prejudice.that might arife from the consideration of the 
great dclparity betwixt any Such as my fclf, and that which is here pro- 
feffed,untill by a ferious peruSill ofthe whole work, your Honours be 
able lo far as need fhall require upon juft grounds , to reject what is a- 
mifle. 

And having nothing to expect, but(which to crave would implya 
greater willingneffe in methen in your Honors) even a furtherance of 
this work, fo far forth as in your difcretions ye fhall judge the good of 
this Commonwealth to be therein concerned; there remains onely the 
reafons for making publique, and thereby expofing to the view of all 
Nations, a work of fuch a Nature, as if being nrftfet on foot by any o- 
thcr people inthe world before our felves, may through multiplying 
their ftrength put them into the better capacity to difturb the peace of 
thole who not having alio imbraced the fame, are the lefle able to de- 
fend themfelves; as was well objected by a member of Parliament, tru- 
ly honorable. 

In anfwer to which, it is to be confidered, not onely that this argu- 
ment tendeth (if I may in this allude to thofe words of the Apoftle in 
another cafe) to provoke to emulation thofe who are my flefh, and 
thereby to lave them ; but that the undertaking it lelf is of fuch a nature, 
as to have attempted any thing therein, without firft preparing the 
minds of men,by publifbinga ful and free defeription ofthe whole en- 
terprize, with the myfteties thereof, the manifold reafons for the fame , 
the Solution of doubts, and anfwer to objections, would through the 
fubtil infimiations of thofe who defire not the prosperity of this diftreC 
led people, have occafjoned (without queftion) many fair pretences, to 
have been Spread abroad, for ftifling the lime at the very birth. 

And the rather, in regard that as innocency needs no corner , lb in- 
genious men defire to be guided by their own light, in things which 
themfelves arc to practife, infomuch as the want of full fatisfaction to 
all men .which without printing could not eafily have been given) 
might both amongft your Honours , and thofe that Should engage in 
this undeitaking (befides others ) have been interpreted a juft ground 
of jealoufic. 

Whereas an accompt ofthe whole being firft divulged, if this Nati- 
on Should then flight that, which other people make a profitable ufe 
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The EpiHle Dedicatory. 
of; theguilt which otherwife truly (I being perfwaded in conscience of 
the reality of the thing, would hive been heavy upon my felf ) doth no 
longer lie at my doore,whatfbever the event fhould be. 

But to remove this danger of being prevented by other Nations,! have 
yet (as by the icquell doth appear ) concealed one principall Adjunct, 
the ignorance of which, will make frmtlcfle the endeavours of any, that 
without further direction, fhould either here or in any other part of the 
world, undertake this practice; wherein, notwithstanding when need re- 
quires, I fhall not faile (God willing) to give full (atisfi&ion. 

And although upon publication thereof, I conceive it not neeeflary, 
to feek any Priviledge, Pattent, Broad leal or the like, as other Authors 
upon fuch occalions (in reference to the fatisfaetion of their manifold 
expences of time, pains, trouble, charges and hazard, which in fuch. 
enterprifisarenotufuallyfmall) apprehend they have juft caufc to do. 

Yct(Renowned Patriotsjit is not,forthatin this endeavour , I have 
been lelle necessitated to any of all thefe inconvenienccs,then others in 
liich cafes generally are ; but rather being confident ( from experience ) 
that if any within your Honours Jurildictions, offer lb great an affront 
to Juftice, as (endeavouring to reap what others have fowcd ) fhould 
thruftthemfelves into thofe imployments, which are pertinent to this 
undertaking; your Honors will afiuredly vouchfife, upon an appeal,to 
intcrpofe your Authority, whereby to fuppreffeallfuch attempts, and 
that in as ample and effe&uall manner, as if the fame had been defired, 
before any publication of this Enterprife. 

All which, was in duty thought fit, to behumbly fiibmitted to the ju- 
dicious and grave consideration of your Honours, By him, 

Who is as much defirous, as unworthy 
to be publikely ufefull. 



William Potter 
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To the ingenious Reader. 



f&Sj^^Mongft the many fad calamities wherewith God hath been plcafed to at- 

«^wPv c >"cife this Nation oflate, the great decay of Trade, with the manifold 
f*ffijxr&$ evill Confequences depending thereon, is not one of the leaft. 
*yj&i- $1$. Upon icrious confidcration whereof, I being defirous fo to improve 
jL^si^uoj my mcane Talent , as it might tend to the molt fcafbnablc andneccfla- 
ry advantage for the publique ; have according to my ability beftowed much time 
and pains to find out fome fafe, lawfull, eafic and effc&uall Expedient , not oncly to 
prevent the aforcfaid evill Confequences, but to improve Trade to a higher and 
more folid degree of profperity, then ever England yet enjoyed. 

And foractaining this end, infuchaway as the fame might conduce molt fpec- 
dily,and with leaft difficulty and hazard to the enriching of the people, with the out- 
moftaccompliihment of all earthly comforts, that either Land or Sea could afford; 
I endeavoured to bring the fame to paffc (ifpoflible) by that, which in all reipecfe 
might be equivalent to a Myne of gold, difcovercd within their own Territories , yet 
without the inconveniencie of being a temptation to any other Nation or people in 
ihe world, to invade the Land, cither for furprizlng fuch Treasure , or enabling them 
to maintain a warre thereby, in cafe they mould. . 

Now, as amongft all other objects that center in this earth, the pitching my 
thoughts at this fcafon upon this , was not without a fpeciall providence 5 fo neither 
could it be without the lame fpeciall direction ("which ufually in greatcft matters cm- 
ploycth the wcakeft means) That 1 (fo unlikely an inftrumentj mould in a thing of 
Co great importance, be carried on from time to time, untill now at laft, to difcover c- 
vcnasmuchalmoftas in this particular I could havewilhed, vi\. how all things 
which may be got for gold throughout this earth, arc obtainable in all rcipe&s as 
happily 3nd effectually, (yea and in a way tending to as great improvement of Trade, 
as is before mentioned) even by a means, chough with fomc difficulty and hazard, yet 
in reference to the advantages thereof, fo cafic as may be admired 5 and fas a worthy 
Member of this Common- wealth well obferved thereupon ) may iervc to demon- 
flratc the vanity, not onely of gold , but of all Worldly Wealth whatfoevcr. 

Yet being very fcnfiblcof the prejudice of people againfl any thing that is new; 
and which (though never fo needful!) doth not agree with their own fancies-, I have 
been often exceedingly difcouraged herein, & almoft dilfwaded from going on in the 
work/ But on the other fide, taking into due confidcration, how fully not only mine 
owne conscience, but the judgement of divers judicious men , (who have had fomc 
knowledge thereof) are convinced and fatisfied, that it is no Chimera or Dream , but 
really that which wants nothing but mcer performance of iome things , which to be 
done , are as feziblc and facill , as in reference to a thing ( I fay J of fuch great con- 
cernment and advantage can be expected, to make it provean effectual! remedy a- 
gainft the prefent fad calamities of this Nation, almoft in all particulars-, I wasper- 
fwaded, and therein found abundant comfort, to hazard much precious time , with 
other the advantages relating thereunto, in the not onely perfecting of this inventi- 
on, bnt digefting it into the fitteft words for other mens under ftanding, and profecu- 
ting the defign fo far as poffibly I could,for the letting of it on foot. 
Yet, whether God will grant fuch fucceffc to my endeavours in this enterprize , as 
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Tt the Render. 
the thing it fclf doth feem to promifc, though otherwife for mine owne part , I Shall 
( for ought I know to the contrary) fuffer great prejudice, I am not much carefull a- 
bout it, nor dare I make it my dependence; but this is my comfort (which the unccr- 
taintiesofthislifecannotdcprivemeof) that at the worft, I Shall but Suffer in doing 
fomc pan of that work, which I am confident I was by ctcrnall providence, brought 
upon the Stage of this world to act. 

This one thing notwithftanding, I could beg with tears of all my Countrymen the 
people of this Land, that (laying afide prejudice, pride and fancy) they would judge, 
and ac"t in this particular , no otherwife then as they mail by found and fufficient rea- 
fon be convinced} and then I am certain, that as by thus judging, they will be forced 
to acknowledge a remarkable hand of God,in profering fo fcafonablc a mercy; fo by 
thus acting they wall be Safe, from darning upon the dangerous rock of refuting fuch 
profcrs. 

And truly to the proud humour or man, the mcanes may fecm Strange and despi- 
cable, but being efrc#uall , it appears to me that there is the more of God in it , who 
though (in his very eflence) he be bounty it felfe, yet his bounty being alfo juftice, it 
delights him to tender the grcatcft of hisbleifingsinfucha way, as it requires true 
humility in us, to be willing to accept what is freely profcred by him. 

Now,forafmuch as this difcovcry extending it Self naturally unto all things, which 
relate to outward good, cannot be made clcarc to the different apprehensions of men , 
without anatomizing (or as it were,ripping up to the very bowells)the principles and 
methods of that Fabrick of Devices, which fomc thoufand years experience (promo- 
ted by the unlimited dcfires and innumerable motions of mankind )have produced, for 
the obtaining, preferring and increasing of riches, peace and faftty to themfelvcs and 
Poflerity, in reference chiefly to that principall meanes conducing thereunto, vi%. 
£ Trade,} which is indeed the main policie whereby people arc not only, either enri- 
ched, or impoverished, the poore maintained or destroyed; but even all Estates 
and Common- wealths, either cltablifhed or undermined, as I Shall hereafter have oc- 
casion to obferve. 

In this refpeft therefore, though the book be fomewhat large, I defire it may be 
coniidercd.that the Subject is no lefTe copious* and(fo tar as I perceive) hath not been 
(in reference to Trade) fully treated heretofore. 

I have endeavoured to exprefle my mind, in as few words as conveniently I could, 
yet fo as (being for the moft part to trace an untroden path.) I prefumed to be rather 
fomewhat ample, then any waies deficient, either in leaving out things ncceSfary, paf- 
fing over things Superficially (without a full and clcare proofe thereof) or not preven- 
ting any objection material,which I could imaginc,might(pofubly)in the leait mcafurc 
He as a fcruplc in the minds of any. 

I have Studied to proceed in ordcr,beginning .firft with thoSe things which arc moil 
liable to vulgar observation , being as the grounds and foundations whereupon the 
whole Ed ifice is creeled; which I obferved not only for Method but neceffity . 

Considering, that in teaching any Art or Faculty , it would be very preposterous 
to begin with things molt difficult , and furthest from common reach; As in 
teaching Arithmetick to begin with Fractions, CoSTick Numbers, or the finding 
cf Square and Cube Roots , before the learner bee skilled in Addition ; Or as 
in teaching Navigation, to begin with Shewing the nature of the Rumbes, in 
rcfpe& of the various Circulation of thoSe Lines, which each Rumbe (by making c- 
quall angles with every Meridian) doth defcribe upon the fuperficics of the earth and 
Sea, even before the Student be perfectly grounded in the clcare and diftinct know- 
ledge ofthcfevcrall points ofthcCompalTe: or in brief, as if in teaching the word of 

truth. 



To the Reader. 
truth, the Preacher mould immediately go forwards to ferft&ion , as the Scripture 
faith , without firfi laying the foundation. 

Now ( coutteo js Reader ) for thefc reafbns, not having put that in the firft place , 
which happily thou mighteft have expected, I carneftly defirc thee to cxexcife fo 
mudrpjuencc and diligence as to read this book throughout, in fuch order as it is 
compofed; other wife, I cannot but fear that by mifapprehenfions, through want of 
nccclTary preparation, fin things as eitentiall to this difcovery, as the principles,rulcs 
and beginnings of any Art, arc to the utmoft perfection thereof) thou wilt be ready e£ 
thcr to condemn (or at Icalt to flight) what die upon due conllderatibn thou wile be 
forced to ^knowledge, isamongft earthly things one of the moft necefiary, and de- 
finable both to thy felf and thy Countrcy. 

Yet in regard, that (according to what hath been already hinted) many men look 
upon all Inventions, whilft they are new (though never fo necdfull or profitable ) as 
meer coriccrpts or iv/>/w/«;,astheyareplca{cdtocallthern-, in rcfpec*t whereof, Icon- 
ccivc it necelTary b to vindicate this and all fbber attempts from fuch afperfions , be- 
fore I proceed to the matter it ielfrl muft therefore in few words,intimate fomc things 
"here, which may fcrve to demonftrate the folly o£ all thofc,who fuffer thcmfelves to 
be infected with this ftrange kind of humour. 

In order to which,Iet it be ohfcrvedjthat Arts being no other then the fruits of hu- 
man rcafon, applycd to the difcovery of things profitable, cannot receive their birth 
without Iftvwtiev $ Co as whatfbever is fpokencothe difparagement of Invention, 
doth tend to blcmifh not onely any one Student or Piofcflbr, together with his en- 
terprife 5 but even laies the axe to the root of Arc it felf s and by confequence, to all 
manner of learning. 

Which brings to my memory, what a worthy Author certifies concerning 
ftxh as did profefTe thcmfelves to be skilfull and experienced Navigators $ 
that it was ufuall with thcm(in a jeeting manner)to call thofc men Sun-(booters, whom 
they perceived to obferve the Latitude at Sea, by taking with an inftrument the Suns 
Meridian Jltitude,befotc the practice thereof was common : yet not long afterwards, 
( to their greatdiiparagement) they were forced to proclaim their own folly , (a pu- 
nifhment not unfuitable to the offence) by fubmttting to practice thcmfelves , that 
which at firft, they fo unadvifedly fcoffed at, in others. 

And what think you, would even the fame Sea-men have faid , if they had been 
privy to his device, who firft thought of the making of Ships,like houfes.to ride upon 
the Sea , with fuch huge Mafts and Sails, as to abide therein, would ieemfif the con- 
trary were not daily experienced) a far more defperate adventure , chen to dwell in 
Manfions, built with high and large excent in the upper parts , upon a foundation 
more fickle then that of Sand < Yet how not only practicable, but profitable, 
the ufc of fiiipping is to the fcrvice of mankind , would require a volumnc to ex- 
plicate. 

And if 'invention^ whenfoever it produces any thing Ntw, muft needs be condem 
ned,for prefenting the world with Tojes and Guegams, whac fhall we lay then of him 
who firft bufied his brains to devife that admirable and fundamentall Arc, the redu- 
cing of all articulate founds to Letters, and Letters to writing) the rare effects where- 
of (as is reported) makes the lavage Indians co be exceedingly amazed. 

In brief, were it nor madnclTc to condemn either che finding out of Printing and 
Weaving, or of thofc curious inftrumems of Art, fuch as Clocks, Mills, Cranes, 
Pumps, with many fuch like, (divers whereof coll men addicted to Invcncion,no final 
pains tomake practicable; becaufeat firft, theufe (no doubt) of fuch artificial! 
devices (amongfl thofc, whofe dull capacities (like Carriers horfes) are un- 
willing 



willing 

vLiOogre 
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willing ( though the cafe be never fo extraordinary J to be beaten out of tile 
common roade of luch apprchcnfions, to which they have been long accuftom - 
cd, fcemeth for the moft part ftrangc, if not idle and foolifh ; who having their 
opinions in thefc particulars, not governed by found and folid reafbn, muft 
needs (herein, 1 !*: left to the mifguidancc of fuch fantaftick dreams, as they Fa- 
ther upon the Authors of thofe excellent Arts. 

For, is it not manifeft, that the only rcafon,why Wcinthcfe pares of die earth 
( fo long inhabited) do fo much defpife tile rude kind of life, incident cidier to 
the firft ages of the World, wherein Men differed little from Bcafts, (living 
upon Roots and Acornes, ) or now to the brutifll people of 'America : Is it noc 
( I fay ) rnccrly becaufc wc are by Art furnifhed with thofc Accommodations , 
which nature alone, (without improvement by theufe of mans RcafonJ could 
never have aftbarded unto us ? 

But (Courteous Reader; having too long detained thee in die Entry, I there- 
fore abruptly defift, and refer thee to the Trcatife itfelfj being really 
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In Commendation of this Enterprise, 

S Stories fah*d ly m't, delight the Eare t 

and Shcw's without the Aibftancc, pleafe the Eye ; 
So y Mufick may the Fancy fomething cbeare, 
but thefe to means of \ii "e, are net fa by. 

//Art, ly which the Quantity isknown b 

e/Tand, be Judg'd a skill of high account ; 
That Art, which mak's fuch meafur*dLand mens own, 

mujt needs thtnfure y the other far furmount. 

what doth the PraSiee cf Phyfick availe. 
Though Doctors do in knowledge much exceede P 

Jfperfons {ick % for want of 'means fboaldfaiU, 
Bread to obtain-, in their extreameft neede e 

So Logick, Crammer and Philofophy, 

Arithmctick and Jt hctorick alfo ; 
Howfruitlcfl, if fuch Learning never be 

apj>hed } as meanes fame farther good tojbetv $ 

So that, if Arts derive theirWorth from fuch 

effects alone ^ to which thy be ordain'd ; 
And if the end, exe ell the mcanes/b much 

as that without fuch end, ther's nothing gain'd; 

then truely y may i$ile thiftart defigne, 
(which jbews at fall, how Peace and Plenty eatk 

Are got with eafe,pafftng a Golden Mine ) 
The wortliicft Art, attained ly human reach. 

Therefore^ let all fuch men whofe livelyhood, 

doth on the fruits ofthU Device depend^ 
Encouraged be,topraife the name of 'God, 

for thit a fid all hit G ifcfrorld without end. 



David Brown, 

Another 
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Another. 



AS God ft i2 plegfith, when thefiraightned band 
ofvtaxa s dath threaten to devoure a Land , 
To raifefomt worthy Pcribns, to procure 
Help, for the crying and the dying f>OQK} 
Sobere 3 He prompts an Inftrumcnt tojbcw, 

a way to live, Oy which the poore may grom 
In Riches, andtheKich may Wealth increafe y 

and both t'/t joy fifth Wealth, in fettled Peace .* 
By Rales, which are fo Juft,/* Plain, fo True, 

at no/it iutmufi Mttfejt t ex cell they do 
AU Formes */"Tradc before: fo nonejhall neede, 

{who now mil Work,) to want their daily-bread: 
Tbat 9 all [uch Mercies they who fhall fojjejfe, 
may evermore the name JEHOVAH tttfe* 



Idem. D. B. 
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Lib. I. i 

! 
The KEY of 

^EALTI 

Or a New Way for 

IMPROVEMENT 

Of TRADE, &c. 

LIB. I. SECT. I 

Shewing, The Caufes or Means in general, which tend either 
to further or binder a Peoples comfor table fabfiftance, by 
their Induflry. 

•" ■ - - - Hough heavenly things fliould beyond all proportion, be pre- 

' ferredbefbre earthly, yet where they are both confident, 

neither of them ought tobeatall negleftcd ; for asthe Earth 
iince the Fall, requires much skill and diligence to be impro- 
ved, to the beft advantage for outward fuofiftence, fountil 
matters be ordered in fuch fort, as all men that are willing to 
take pains in an honeft Calling, may be put into a capacity 
of en joy ing a Lively- hood thereby ; No man can be excufed, 
who (knowing anymeanstendingthcreunto) doth negled either to difcover 
the fame, or endeavour the effecting thereof. 

Having therefore, in reference to the duty I ow to this Nation, determined to 
monftratc thofc remarkable things Cforlefslcannot juftly call them) which 
by many degrees, andatfevcral times, wereby Divine Providence di&ated un- 
to mc, as moft pertinently conducing to the end before exprefled : I find it expe- 
dient, to begin with A Difcover/ of the means in gonerat 3 which tend either to Fnrther 
or hinder a reoples c& w for table Subft(icncc 3 bj tfair Indufirji. 
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In order to which, it is to beobfervcd, that as in the Body Natural, no Mem- 
ber can fubfift by itfelf, without both ierving the whole Body, and receiving 
(as a reward of luch publique fervice) a competent nourishment from it; So in 
the Body Politiquc,no Artificer or Tradcf-man can accommodate himfelf,with 
all things ncceflary to a comfortable fubfiftence, by his Induftry in any one Cal- 
ling, withouttranfmittingtheoverplus of thefruitsofhis endeavors therein, to 
other the Members of thefaid Body PoIitiquc,and from them receiving inftead 
t hereof, a proportionable reflex or the furplufage of their labours and commo- 
dhics. 

Hence it is evident, that though a Land be never fo fruitful of it fclf, and ly 
nevtrfo fitfor the Trade of Filhing and Traflick with other Nations, yet Com- 
modiiics therein cannot be improved and oiultiplyed, without the Induftry of 
men in their fevcral proper Callings \ nor can any man afford this Induftry raft- 
cr,then hecan find means for the Lxchangeofthe fruits, of his own labours or 
poflcfllons, in freed of fuch other neccfiaries as for his Trade or Family,heftands 
inprcfentneedof; and confequently incafeof deadnefsin Tiading, heisfor- 
ccdtoflackcnhisendeavours, left by taking in and preparing more Ware for 
falc,then heknowshow quickly to difpofeof,itly upon his hands,till it be quite 
out cf fafhion, grow ftale, orbeotherwife fpoylcd, to his great prejudice. 

For, if Trading befo obftrufted, as men cannot put off (poffibly) the tenth 
part of that Ware in theyeer, asfbrmoney or valuable confederation they could 
procure and prepare for fale : In this cafe as the Merchant cannot afford to bring 
in Comodities ten times fatter, thentheRetaylercantakethemoffhishands} 
fo neither can the Retayler takethernofffafter,thcn hecan find fale for what he 
hath already 5 info much, as if either the Whole-fale man or Retayler mould 
have a Mock of goods, as great as when Trade was ten times quicker, itmuft 
needs fol!ow,that they would be ten times as long in felling it : whence(as I (aid) 
it would be fpoyled,by lying upon their hands* 

Whereas, if theiewereawayfound, whereby men might put offtheirCom- 
moditiesfbrvaluableconfideration, even as faft as they could preparethem, it 
would occafion their returns to be fo quick, andfuddenly fogrcat,andlikewife 
foencourageall men, to employ theutmoftof their Stock ana Credit, in fuch a 
thriving way, as the ftoreand plenty of all forts of Ware, would foon amount to 
the grcateft extent, that the Land and Sea by the Art and Indufrry of men, could 
pofliblybemadeto afford^ and each man (I fay) being in prefent capacity to 
putoffthe fame forvaluableconfideration, it would not onelyprevent the da- 
mage of having fo great a ftore of Commodity fpoyled, by lying upon his 
hands; but by multiplying his richesthroughfuch quick Returns, enable him 
to beftow a cpmfortable maintenance upon Himfelt and Family, whereby the 
Commodity thus augmented, isCthrough the enlargement of mens expeafes) 
diftributed amongfr them, towards their comlbrtable fubfiftence, asfaftasit is 
thusencreafed in quantity. 

For,fcingthattheeffeftof all Trading, isbutthe parting with Commodi- 
ticsforfuch Money, Creditor valuableConfidcration, as procuresother Com- 
modities or Neccfiaries inftead thereof; whereby eachmansWare being trans- 
mitted from himfelf, hcinconclufionreceivesother Ware or Neceflaries fori' 
it follows that the more Commodity they after this manner transfer each to 
other ("feing upon one mans patting with it another receives it) the more they 
receivecachfrom other. 
And again, it being hereby handed from one to another, till it be at Iaft tranf. 

mitted 

J.g.tzcacyLiOOglC 



Se& I. for Improvement of Trade> 3 

roittcd unto perform for their private ufe, towards the comfortable maintenance 
of rhcmfelves and Families, it comes to pais, that if by this means they exchange 
each to other, every yeer as great a quant ity of Commodity, as the Land and Sea 
by theutmoft endeavours of men can bemadetoafford, they muft needs rc- 
cciveoneyeerwithanothertowardstheirfubfiftence, no lefs$ fo as the Earth 
affording but Commodity enough, boththe fruits of their Induftry, and (as a 
reward thereof ) their enjoyment of outward good-, lhallbeproportionable to 
the open and ftrce paflage that is made, for ipeedy putting off their Commodi- 
ties one to another. _ 

Thefe things being duly confidered, itismanifeft, thatifthere wereflfay) 
any pofftble means, whereby men might put off their Commodities even as faft 
asthey could prepare them, and that for valuable confideration, viz. in fucha 
way as whereby in lieu of the Commodity Co parted with, to receive each 
from othcr,that which will procure fuch other Commodity of like or greater 
value, as for their Trade or Family they mould ftand in prefcne need of. 

Seine that in this cafe/they being fl. fay J able to put off their Commodities as 
faft as they can procure them, for valuable confideration, and it being fo much 
for their profit fo to d o, ( they would not fparc to improve the Earth to the ut- 
moft that it could be made by Wit or Induftry to yeild,it could not produce any 
other thing, then to occafion that all this plenty of Commodity, fmultiplyed by 
the joynt endeavors of fogreata number of men,)would be in fuch fort transfer- 
red from onetoanother,as by that means itwould be diftributed to every indu- 
bious man, as the reward of his labours, towards the encreafe of his Stock, and 
comfortabteMaintenance of his Family, even proportionable to his diligence 
in the Multiplication, Improvement, or Diftribution of fuch Commodity 
amongft the reft of Mankind. 

Seein gthcrefore, that me nsincreafed endeavours areinthiscaferewarded, 
by the increafedquanutyofCommodity, which hereby they are in capacity to 
fhare amongft them, it follows that (efpedally in a Land which is not onely 
plentiful of it felf^ but lyeth fit for the Trade of Fifhing and Traffick, with other 
NationsJ nothingfomuch hinders a peoples comfortable fubfiftence by their 
induftry ,as when matters are ordred, fo as they cannot find a way to put off their 
Comodities, as faft as they could procure or prepare -them forfale^andthat 
the contrary, would tend as much to further their comfortable fubfiftence by 
fuch induftry, which were the things here to be difcovered: and though perhaps 
generally obferved, yet ("the cau(es,ground9, and nature of them not being To 
obvious) the cleering thereof, could not be omitted, in the found handling of a 
fubjc&of this kind* 
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LIB-L SECT. II. 

Shewing, T£e oog/fo or meanes tending to continue and 
encreafi amongtt a People, either Riches being already 
rich, or Poverty being already foor. 

%fflB&& S he alone is fa Jd to be wealthy, who hath not for the prcfent only, 
bdSfffi&fa buttbr foir.c time tocome a meanes of fubfiftence for himfelrj and 
■t?o8^\Pf perhaps for his pofterity; fo hethathath greateftpoflcfiionsfor 
J§/|^^\b thcprefent,if for want of good Improvemcnt,hefpcndsout ofthe 
$SoiS$£S>£l main Stock, is not like to enjoy fo much of his wealth, as he whofe 
tirjictnough asyet butfmall, isinafairwayotthriving. 

Sting therefore, little wealth would ferve,ifit were onely for prefent fubfi- 
ftence, and conlidcringthat continuance of wealth, confifts chcifly in the im- 
provement thereof, it follows that except thefaid improvement, dobutjuft 
maintain the charge of the Improver, ( which feldome fo remains long in an 
even ballance;) it doth either more then maintain that charge, whereby it is 
not only continued but increafed, or lefs then maintain it, whereby it is not ful- 
lv prelervcd; fo that it is with wealth much as it is with fire, which cannot 
lightly be upheld, but by the fame means by which it is increafed. 

And even as (I fay) with fire, the greater it is, (a fufficiency offewel being 
added to it) the more violently it doth increafe it felfi by the exceflivenefs of" 
its heat j fo it it is with riches, for the greater a mans eftateis, ("he not wanting 
means toimprovcit) the farter doth iucheftate multiply, bythe fupcr-abun- 
dar.cy of his profit. 

And conrraiily, whena mansefhteis fofmall, as the improvement thereof 
will netferveto maintain his charge,itfollows,tliat spending out of the main 
flock, fuch waited frock is liketoycild the lefs improvement, upon.thefecond 
return; whereby he being forced ill tofpend, fo much the more out of the 
principal, his eftatemuft needs decay fo much the fatter, by how much the lefs 
it is. 

Now, though this be a thing that haply hath come, within the compafs of 
moft mensobfervationsand experience, yet I thought good to mention it, for 
that btingapplyed to the purpofe hereafter exprefled, it ferves todemonftrate 
the fickle condition not of particular perfons only, but of whole Nations. 

For as the wealth of a Nation is greater or lefs, according to the value ofthe 
eft .itcs, (whether in goods, money,lands, or whatfnever elfe) ofthofe men that 
live therein; fo the aid to which the riches ofa Common-wealth ferveth, br 
ing not fo much the prcfent,as future preservation of earthly injoyments ( whi. 
cannot be without the improvement thereof, by the profit ofthe yearly rctu.u 
of their ftock ; ) it followes that except this return, do ytild exactly fo much 
encveafe, as doth but juft maintain theirchargc, out ofthe profit of each re- 
turn, C which feldome happens to beoflong continuance) it muft either en- 
•:reafe their wealth, (and confequentiyput them into a capacity by their cn- 

creafed 
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crcafedftock, to cncreafe it yet more then formerly) or diminifh their eftiitcs.by 
forcing them to fpend out of the main flock, fo as their profit upon their Icflen- 
cdftock, being every year leflc, and confequently their expences nut of this 
ftock every year more, ("and therefore alfotheirprofityctlcfs) iuch a people 
muft without effectual meanes of prevention be uicd, be inevitably brought to 
utter beggary. 

And whereas it may be fuppofedby him,who hath not duly weighed the mat- 
ter that the decay of fome pcrfons inaCommon-wealth,isfo much the great- 
er advantage unto others, andthethrivingofmanyapiejudiceto theietr, yet 
ii the particulars following be wellconfidered, it cannot but be granted, that 
("contrary to this miftaken imagination) as on the one fide the decay ot rich 
men, and the multiplying of the poor, isbytheimpaiiingoftradefo much 
the greater prejudice unto all that cannot live, but by their paines in fome cal- 
ling;fo on the other fide,that the multiplying ofthe riband the diminifhingof 
the poor (which is effefted by a quick Trade) doth ("by encreafing the annual 
expences, confequently the trade of a Nation) occafion no damage to any B but 
much advantage to all. 

And the truth of this, will appear to fuch as ihall confider,that when a people 
by the abundance of their trading, arebecomegenerally foexcecding rich, as 
thofewhonowneednotrade to maintain them, areperhapsten times as many 
as the other; their yearly expences (m not only family maintenance, but feaft- 
ings, Journyes for recreations, and all fuch like comforts and delights, therefore 
alio their trading) isperhaps ten timesgreater,thcn of thofe, amongft whom the 
major part do live upon the charity of Tradef-mcn, and few or none rich 
enough, without a trade to live 

For, (I fay ) according to a people expences, fuch is their trading, ffeingit 
isimpofiible thcirfhouldbemorewareputoftin theyear, (exeptwhat is lent 
toother Nations ) then the people do one time with another, fpend amongft 
thernfelves, Families and Freinds; whereby it comes to pals, that ifa Nation 
be fo extream poor, as they are not able to aff bard themfelvcs a competent Hv- 
ly hood; in this cafe thoug h the land wherein they live be never fo fruitful ; yet, 
the revolution of commodities through the hands ofTradef-men,that isTrade, 
("and confequently induftry) being hereby obftruttcd; it followes thatboth 
TiaHef-mcnareruined, thepeopleasmuchdiftreifedasifthey lived in a bar- 
ren foile; and (for want of the many imploymentsoccafioned by Trade) the 
gencrallhy ofthem, enforced to fpend all their own Stock, and perhaps more, 
which they have borrowed of others,for their prcfent fubfiftance, whereby the 
poverty of fuch a people, being by fuch poverty fo much the more encreafed, 
and confequently (I fay) their Trading and imployrnents,fomuch the more di- 
minimed, they are, ( without fome effectual meanes be ufed to remedy the 
fame) put out of all hopes of recovery. 

Contrarily, though a people through the fuperabundancy of theirriches, 

fliould fpend upon the comforts ofthis life, neverfomany thoufandsinaday 

onewithanothcr,yetby this meanes, there is the more commodity fold, where- 

v Trade is the greater, confequently each man in muchbettercapacityto 

n abundance ofimployments, with competencyof Hvelyhood thereupon, 
then if there were not in that Land, ( by thc-univerfal poverty ofthe people^) 
fufficicnt practice for one man in an hundred -' fo as by the riches of the gener- 
ality of men, not only the rich themfelves, are put into a capacity to enjoy the 
fruitcs ofthe earth, but by the current of commodities to fuch rich perfons 

though 
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through the hands of Tradef-men, fuch Tradesmen are inriched, andbya 
multiplycation o£ imployment, (by reafon of the abundance of Trade) the 
poi >t maintam'd. 

Now from all this, thatwhichlfaidbeforcisevidcnt; viz,. That the fame 
meancs by which for the moft part, thcweatthofaNationisprefervcd, is no 
other then that, by which it is increafed, fo as it isalmoftimpoffiblethatic 
fhould continue longatoneftay, without growing cithergreatcrorlefs. 

For, if a people be at once, generally to poor, astheirycarly expenccin a 
competent maintenanccof thcmfelves Families and Freinds,is tint great enough 
to make Trade fuch, as whereby Tradef-men one With another, may getfo 
mnch as will maintain them, fuch a people ("nothing preventing ) muft needs 
gi»w every year poorer then formerly, till both Trade and Stoclc be reduced 
to nothing; and thatfo much thefafter, by how much the more thcirriches, 
and confequently their trading is hereby decreafed. 

f'ut, it the generally ty of a people bconccforich, as their yearly cxpencc is 
fuch, as makes Trade to affoard fbmething move then ameer fubfiflanceio 
Tradef-men; theStockof fuchaNation, thatistheir Riches, therefore their 
Trade doth yccrly incrcaiej and each encreafe making a greater addition to the 
Stock, and by confcquencc to the Improvement, it gocth on, nothing interru- 
pting, tilljbke fire that wants no fcwcl, i< be able to drink in,cvcn fo much coin* 
motiityycerly,asalltheMerchantsthat live upon this Globe of the Earth, are 
able to procure, and willing to afford for money, 

And this when once Trading comes to be fbmthing quicker then ordinary, 
much the fafter,for that Tradefmcnby reafon of their great and quick Returns, 
growing fuddenly very rich, leave offtheir pradHfce, and others from nothing 
Jailing into imployment, and from imployment to flock, and from flock in- 
to a way of quick trade, dofoonariveuntothefamecondition; wherebythe 
number offuchwhoarefo poor, asnot being abletofollowatrade, muft live 
upon the charity of others to the burden of the Common- wealth ; being dayly 
diminifhed, and the number of fuch as become fo rich, astheyneednotradeto 
maintain them; being dayly increafed; thechargeoftheCommon-wealrhm 
maintaining fuch poor s isnotonelyleflened ; but Trade, by theencreafcof 
fuch rich, fo much the more multiply ed,thc number of fuch rich, by fuch quick- 
ened trade, fomuchthefafrercncrcafedj and Trade thereby again fo much the 
moremulriplyed; and fo gdinfinitnm. 

So then,thccaufes or means tending to continueand encreafe amongfta peo- 
ple, either Riches being already rich, is their prefent riches, withtheconfe- 
que'nees thereof; or Poverty beingalready poor, is their prefent poverty, with 
theconfequences thereof; which were the things here to be difcovered. 
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LIB. I. SECTAIl 

Shewing, The caufes or means , to maty <* Poor People, 
though in a Barren Land, Rich; and a Rich People, 
though in a Fruitful Land, Poor. 

f3££?geHat Security for making good, Mens Eftates, which is ufually called 
*/&\ ^^ Money , being given to Perfons for their Commodities, upon no 
<h\ $W( otheraccomptjthenasanEWcweorT^w/M^tofignifie how far 
L.'.j| ^j>j forth men (bytheirjoyntAgreementto take ic,i>eing otherwise of 
cL^-Z-AJJ no worth, for Commodities of real value) are Indebted forj and 
engaged, to recompenccthefruitsoftheir labours or pofleffions, in fome other 
Commodities or Neceflaries inftead of thof e, that for fuch money they parted 
with ; it comes to pafs, that he who hoards up this publique Obligation, with- 
outdemandingprefentfatisfaclion in oneway orother,doth fas-he well defcr- 
Veth)grow every day poorer then formerly, by living upon the principal Stock. 

For this rcafon,it is, that there are very few, who though they be of no Trade, 
and though the times be fomthingdangcrouSjCanafrbrd to Jceep their Eftates,or 
anyconfiderablepartthereofbythemin money, but cither, they let it out for 
Intereft, buy land with it, orfoineother waics employ it^ fo as the principal 
may yeild an advantage ; and much more, muft men that live by their Trades, 
the improvement of whofe Stock is their maintenance (being generally not long 
able otherwife, to defray the charges of houfe- keeping^) rid their hands of money 
for Ware., as fail: as they receive it. 

Now, trom this confideration, it is evident, that: in reference to a Common- 
wealth, or any Society of men, the greater quantity there is amongft them, of 
money, credit, or that which is taken by them for Commodities, the more 
commodity they fell, thatis, the greater is their Trade: Forwhatfoevcrista- 
kenamongftmen for commodity, though it were ten times more then nowit 
i$,yet if it be one way or other lay ed out by each man, as faft ashe receives it, it 
muft: needs come to pafs, thatf refting no where) Jt doth occafion a quicknefs in 
the revolution of Commodity from hand to hand, thatis Trade 9 proportionable 
to the greatnefs of itsquantity. 

Hence it follows, that if the Stock of moneys, which drives a Peoples Trade, 
fliould every day encreafc,yetfgrantingthat matters were fo ordered, as men 
would not hoard it up •-, and then (it mull: needs follow, that by every mans con- 
tinual putting offfuch money from himftlf, (endeavouring alwaies to keep his 
whole. Eftatc, ifpoffiblejinWareorCommodity,) they (asbya Sluce) doby 
degrees draw in fuch a flood of goods araongftthem, from Land and Sea, as 
theirWealthmotherthings,willfarcxceedtheirStock in monies, if none of 
hem do reft fasitisiuppofed they do not) Until each of them hath fo convert- 
ed his cftate into goods, as the money he hath in his hands, is not confiderablc 
thereunto^ for when once it is fo, it muft needs follow, that what theyare 
worth in money (though never fo much encreafedjis not valuable to what they 
arc worth in goods. 
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Hence it is, that in any Nation where money is not hoarded up, that if all 
theHoufcs, Ships, Goods, Lands, and whatfoeverelfe is any pare of any mans 
ef tote, were prized but at an ordinary rate, the total fum would no doubt, ex- 
ceed the value ofalithcmoncys,thatisin theirwholeLand an hundred fould $ 
whence it nectfiarily followcs, that though money be never fo much encreafed 
amongft them, yet by each mans endeavouring not to keepanyconfiderable 
partothiscftatebyhiminmoney, thcir.eftatesinShips,Houfes, Goods, or the 
like, are multiplyed proportionally. 

And this encrcafing of goods in a Land, by the encrcafing of money therein 
comes to pafs by this means, that one mans putting offof money from himfelr, 
for Ware, is not onely thcfurnifhinghimfelfwith another manscommodity; 
but the putting that other man in prefent capacity, torefurnifhhimfelffrom 
Land or Sea, with fome new commodity, by parting with that money which 
will produce the likeeffcfl, for a third perfon, and fo perpetually .. 

Hence, when the ftock of a people in monies doth fo faft incrtafc, as Tradef 
mcnhave(asImayfay)muchadotokecpthc current of moneys, which then 
nmsamongftthemfitgrowing daily greater )atthat!owproportion,in reference 
to their goods, which by each of theirconftantendeavours("upon their rccicv- 
ingmoneysevcrydayanewjispurfued; In this cafe then, rheyfoftriyefas it 
were) to put offthe money one from another in fuch great proportion, as trad- 
in p becomes fo quiLk, that Tradcf-men returning and confequt ntly gaining, as 
murh perha ps in a moneth as otherwife in a.year (and this gain being converted 
into goods, by each mansputting offthe money for itjthcy day lyencrcafetheir 
wealth ingoods,ifnot immediatly proportionable tofuch.an encreafe of money; 
yet until this be efle&ed ; in regard they never reft ftriving,to put off the mo- 
ney oneupon another (to thedrawinginofnewcommodititsand encrcafing 
their trading, confequently their Wealth in goods, foasallthemoncy they 
have amongft them, will not be confiderable to the value thereof, their 
eftates muft needs ( if not totally arive, yet ) perpetually haften. towards the 
afotefaidporportion, andthatCtheworldafFoardingbut commodity enough 
for mo ncy ) fo much the faftcr, as by reafonjof fuch fwift encreafe of monies, 
it wantcthtimetocomefullyup thereunto. 

Butcontrarily,inatime of Civilorlnteftinewares, richmenasfjftas they 
receive money npon any occafion, knowing not how to difpofe of it, cil her by 
laying itout in Land, commodity, or otherwife*, foas whereby to fecurc their 
eftares from the danger of. furprizal, doufuallykeepitupin their ownpof- 
feffions, andbyconfequence, obftniaingtherevolution thereof, do thereby 
hinder Trade by preventing the fale of io much commodity,as by the current 
offuch money from themfelves, through thehandsofothers, muft ncedshavc 
bin returned : and Trade being once obftru&edby what means foever, doth 
make men find by fad expcricnce,thatif they keep as greataftock ofwareby them 
now as when trade was quicker, it muft needs l'y much longerupon thcirhand, 
iii!hapilily itbcgrowenftaleoroutofFafhion. 

Hence it comes to pafs.'that when through hoarding up of moneys or any 
other meanes, thequick current oftrade is fuddcnly and confidcrablyabftiu- 
fted though a people be at that time never fo rich, and live in never fo fruitf' 
a Land; yet fuchashavetheir flocks in commodity, much morethenproporti.. 
ble'to fo decayeda trade, douponthcirrecievingmonieskeep it, 'orthemoft 
-part of it by them,, without maintaining their ftock in goods, to the fame pro- 
t'Oitionasfp'-"**" 1 "* by which meanes, thecurrentofmoney^ind confequent- 
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Jy of Trade ; being yet fo much the more obft ruc>ed,doth occafion ( men keep- 
ing ft'll 'he lets ware by thcmjto convert fo much the greater par t of their eftatcs 
into moneys, whereby, the revolution thereof, and by confcquencc Trade, 
is yet fo much the more abated^ therefore men induced to hoard up monejs 
fo much the more ^ andfoon, tillthecftatcsofallri'rh men, bunginamancr 
wholly converted into moneys, and the generality of ihe people drained oi' 
it they muft needs in the end (if this courfc go on -among!} them^expeft 
fucha total obftiuttion in the current of moneys,as they may well wait in their 
fliopSjWithout receiving one with another s nccrfo much as may ferve to prcfcivc 
them alive, though they fpend all they take, both Principal and Profit. 

Hereby, the quantity of goods that isamongft Tradesmen dhninifhingyiot 
onely inthchandsoftherich,by their dayly endeavours to convert their eftatcs 
into moneys; butalfo in thebandsohhepoor, by their being perpetually forc- 
ed to fpend out of the main ftock, fortneirmecrfubfiftancci ( if this courfc 
( I fay) goonjmen who wereformerly worth (perhaps) one with another 20. 
times as much in commodity as money, (hallfcarce haveany thing but money 
amongftthemj and yet theirmoneynowhitencreafed, fo as they muft needs 
be fo much the poorer, by how much their eftates in goods are diminilbcd. . 

I conclude therefore, that as on the one fide, mens endeavours to poft off 
money one upon another for commodity, byaconftantftrivingto keep their 
whole eftates (if pofiible)in goods, ( efpecially, if fuch money dayly encreafe 
amongftthem) do multiply theirtnding, &byconfequence their riches, fo as 
the world afFoarding but commodity enough, & that fro other nations,though. 
their own foile be never fo barren, their eftates in goods, will foon by many de- 
grees exceed the value of all the money,that is lb revolving amongft thems 
though never fo muchencreafed$ and on the other fide, menshoardingupoC 
monies,, or endeavouring to convert their eftates into money 5 doth by ob- 
ftru&ing trade, make men fpend out of themain ftock,more and more, till fud- 
dainly, though never fo rich formerly, and living in nevcrfo fruitful a Land, 
they have fcarcefo much commodity left amongft them, as is equal in value 
to their ftock ofmoney, which being alfo for the moft part hoarded up, by the 
richerfort, affordeth noadvantage to the generality of the people. 

Thus, the caufes or means to make a Poor pceple^hoxigh in a barren Land Ric& 9 
anda K/'cfipeop/tfthoughinaiiTiitfulLandrwfj do manifeftly appear, which 
were the things here to bedifcovcred. 
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LIB. I. S ECT. I III. 

Shewing more fully, The Effed aftbe aforefaid meaner, 
for making a Poor people R ich. 

ffja^^g^Ecaufc, the full force and vertue of that Expedient for inriching a 
kN rBv£i P l)0r poop^s which I fhall hereafter propofe $ depends cheifly 
Ry T??\\™ uponthe£^tf s whichmoncybeingnothoardcdup, but nutltiph- 
r/1 fc^>Jr? c dinafruirfulLand,dothproduceamongfrthem; that itmaythe 
i£2^5S^9* better appcarinwhatproportion,anencreafeofraoncynothoard- 
cd u p, doth eucrcafe trade, and multiply mens qffates in any land, where Com- 
modity enough by the fruits of its own foile, andTraffickwithotherNations, 
is to be had for money 5 let it be fuppofed, that there is a peopleamongft whom 
there is now, ten times as much money as formerly (or rather that money 
might be muitiplyed amongfl them to any quantity required) that matters were 
ordered fo, as none of them care to hoard uptbis money, that their land being 
fruitfulandfitlyfituateforthetradeof Fifhtng, and Traffick with otherNa. 
tions, there is commodity enough to be had for money, though trade were 
100. times greater then now it is; andthenlfaytheconfequencewillbe, that 
bothtradingandricheswillehcreafeamongftthem, much more then propor- 
tionable to Juchcncreafe of money, and that without encreafing the priceof 
commodity, as I fhall prove in place convenient. 

And fiifr.for Trading (I fay)thougb their money be but ten times more then 
formerly, their trading fhall be neer ICO. times -more then formerly : for if 
this muitiplyed flock ofmoneys, would in this cafe revolve, about in neer the 
tenth part of that time, as their former fmall frock would have done ; (which 
I fhall prove it would) it followes, that there is a double advantage jo it : The 
fiiftis iiuhatbcingtentimesgreaterthcntheformer; each revolution thereof 
( commodity not being dearer Jcaufeth full tentimesasgreat a fale of com- 
modity, that is full tentimes as great a Trade, as each revolution ofthc former 
fmall flock would have done. .... 

Arid therefore further, if this muitiplyed ftock revolve about, lnncerthe 
tenth part of the time asthefbrmcrlmall flock woiildhavcdone (thatisneer 
ten times about for the others once) it followes, that men receive neer 10c. 
times as much money, in the fame fpace as formerly; confequently, thatcom- 
meditv not being deerer, thtirtrade'lsneenoo. times as quick as formerly 
if j'tkaftjthercbenot a greaternumber of Tradtf men then formerly i which if 
there be then (feeing it is fuppofed, that money may be multiplyedtoany 
quantity required) let it be encreafed accordingly, and the effect fhaUbefti'" 

Sothar what u here fuppofed being granted, and it being proved, tha..., 
'his r.-.fc commodity fhall not rife in price, there remaines nothing to be clcer- 
ctl but that hereupon it would follow, that this muitiplyed flock of moneys, 
fhall revolve about in neer the tenth part of that time, asthcotherfmallftock 
would have done. „ } a 
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Inorder to the demon ftration whereof, it is evident, thatifthe quantity of 
money amongft a people in any Nation,beoncefo great as being difperfed, that 
which they have one with another, is afumvery confiderabletolayoutin a 
way of Trade * in this cafe, every of them thinking to imploy his whole flock, 
hies outthatconfidcrablefum, which he already hath without intermiflionj 
andthcirdoingthiswithout delay, is that whereby they receivecach from o- 
ther, the fa me fums again with as little delay, and by that meanes do put them- 
felves into prefent capacity to do thefame, thefecond and third time, and fo 
perpetually. 

For feeing, their thus putlog offthc money oneuponanotherC though they 
perform it with never fo much fpeedj cannot make the quantity ofmoney that 
is amongft them thelcfs, it muft needsfollow, that they haveintheir hands ftill 
one with another, ten times as much money as formerly, that is, a conflderable 
fum, to lay out imrnediatly in a way of trade. 

Whereas, when all the money amongft any number of men, isoffofmall 
a quantity as being difperfed,thatwhich they have one with another, isnot 
coiifidcrabletoimpld'yasaftockinawayofTradej (and much lefs to purchafc 
Land, put out to cntcreft, and the like)in this cafe, every man deferring!© 
lay out that little which he hath, doth m a manner totally obftruft the current 
ofthatfmall ftock, which is amongft them 5 whereby it is manifeft, th?tthis 
incon fidcrable ftock of moneys, fhall not revolve about in the tenth part of that 
fpace of time; as(by each mans ftrivingatohcetdputoffhis own (hare from 
him fclf) that other grea t ftock doth. 

Therefore^! fay .this multiplied ft ode of moneys,fhall revolve about in necr 
the tenth part of the time, asthe other fmaJI ftock would, and confequently 
trading be in this cafe necr 10c. times as quick as other wife, that is incrcafed 
much more then proportionabletofuchincreafeofmoney, which was the firft 
thing here to be proved. 

Thefecond thingtobedemonftratcdwas; that they Ihnll hereby fuddainly 
multiply their riches, tobe more then proportionable to fuchencreafc ofmo- 
ney, (I fayj fuddainly$ for though(Iconfefs)itisimpoffible, thatbyanen- 
creafeof money mens eftates fhould beincreafed proportionably,in the fame in- 
ftant without any interna iffion, yet money being encreafed to be now ten times 
more then formerly, (feeing that hereby trade could not choofe but beneef 
100. times more then formerly, as is already proved) it muftnecd$fottow,thac 
mens returning 100. timesas muchcommodjey inthefamefpaceas formerly, 
wouldfoexceedingly haftcn thcincreafeofthcirftpck, andconfequently their 
eftates in commodity, as their wealth in Goods wouldquickly reach to the 
utmoft extent, that the world for money could affoard. 

And having ten times as much money amongft them as formerly,though they 
had alfo already ten times as much Goodsas formerly, yet that is no argument 
toprovcthatthey wouldbe content to keep, fuchconfidcrablefumsby them 
23 through this meanes (every mans proportion one with another being multi- 
plycd byten) would be difperfed amongftthem: for though their ftock be but 
yet ten times as much as foimcrly,yet they find fate for ico.times as much com- 
modity as formerly, wheiebythcy would ftand inneedofaftock ofcommo- 
• Itys proportionable, fo as untill (at Icaft) they had increafed their ftock 
proportionable to their Trade, they would never reft porting offthe mo- 
ney each upon other, with the greatcft fpeed pofliblej which as I have 
already proved is the very meanes, whereby a Common-wealth though ne- 
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J a wi.j caj it a i mucatsc&lw, it it be ( as it were) intended and forced 'Iik= 
tr.cfamenrew.thalmieand fetrce wind} by the multiplying otnfflneTffia^ 
Lf"f ^""7, C.Injan; that thouah, by the perpetual eWeofm" 
ncyamrmgitmen, their efracesmightpoffiblynWercorre to be above ten tins 
,'-,°;i. 1 i' I ^ C F m0ney ' u^ r r her "P^WWamongfrthem, yetbythe 
...dencrea.c of money, their efcres would fo much thcTocncrbeahove tea 
times more then all the money, that lately they had amonzfethem. 

By a., which, rixefficacicot this mcanes, fet makin tjarir »«& Cfuddainlv) 
Btcg, dothmoretoUyappeare, which wastherhingheretobeccmoafmtcd. 
Hence therefore, asitis no wonder why there is fo much care taken bv all 
States, to prevent the exporting of coyne, who havenocanv mine of sold or 
E.ver at their own command, fotherrurhofwbat is affirmed by one Sir. jto. 
Wtf*ofutc, mibook ol^allciSricf Con fjerituns y c,narnint the ad-vamci:. 
stent of Trjdc andXni;atiat, is here evident.'v demonfrrated^ words are 
ihele, I coHceruc(\Avhb£)itwill appear iipanindiury^ 

■lhatjn zcizrtfiaxr Country , the grejtcfi stuck, of tomy **d Credit JIjjB 4c rnfet, 
there toi/lthi:^rc.ilctrTrjJc oj thetsorld^heeSiahUled. 

Which being in Effect, the fame with what I have already affirmed, I (ball 
pafs from that poim-,as fufHcicnrly decred ; and here in fat, (as no lefs perti- 
nent to the (hop of this Trca fifejwhat the fame Author in that place further ad- 
deth^ viz. 

"Ik.tt s the griAta-TrideofoneConmtry^ hath* cjpjtrity of undermining aadeatinx 
out thclefcrlrjdc of other Country t ^ 

that tbcgrz.iteli Tride will he uhle,to make thegreaieji number of shipping. 
7hat:r.hitXjtioufoeZJercjnattainro, and continue the greateji Trade^and. irtuw 
ler of Shipping, trill get and keep thefoveraygntj of the Seui , and confc^uextlj tLc 
greatelt dominion of the world. 

Thetruthof all which, fa tar as need requiererh, will be proved in their 
proper places. 
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LIB. I. SECT. V. 
Shewing 3 That nothing can be alleaged againtttke a* 
fore/aid meanes for inriclung a poor People; hut 
ytbatavgar&asftronglyagainfi an increafe of Trade *- 
mongfl them, though it be at frefent never fa dead* 
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s J x^,! material objection! which to remove, is fo cffential to the main 
^*™" i ' (cope of diis Treatile, as the Entcrprifc it felt" hereafter propofed, 
cannot other wile be vindicated; I thought fit, before I proceeded any further^ 
10 infert fuch confiderations,as might tend either to the preventing, or anivver* 
ing of thole objections. 

Which therefore to do, with asmuch brevity as pofliblej (hill in this Se8t'oa 
(before I come to the full clearing of all other icruplcs in the next ) prove that 
nothing can be alleaged againji the aforefaidmeanes 3 for inrithing apowpeople^but 
what argues as jtrongly againfi an iffcreaft of Trade amongft them-, though it Uat 
■prefent never fo dead. 

Ifthen, inoppofitionto what is thus undertaken to be proved, it ihfouid be 
objected, that an iflcreafe of money would occafion an increafe in the price of 
Commodities, proportionable to fuch increalc of money, (that is, if the money 
were twice as much, Commoditie would be twice as dcarc) coniccjuently (go- 
ing never the further in Commodity by the increafe thereof.) would not occa- 
sion any increafe in the falc of Commodity rtheiefore not any increafe ofTradc; 
and yet (bycaufingthc price of Commodities to rife) incur an inconvenience, 
contrary to what is before affirmed. 

I anfwer, that the Objection, (though for the better clearing of this point , I 
thought it not fit to be omitted) implies no leflc then a contradiction ; feeing it 
is evident, (or at lcaft by the fcqucl, (hall be put out of all doubt:) That an "in- 
creafe of money cannot poflibly occafion an increafe in the price of Commodi- 
ty , othcrvvife then by incrcafing the falc thereof,- and that ( as hath been 
already alleaged) if fuch money being doubled, the price of Commodity 
be thereby alio doubled, fuch increafe of money doth not in this cafe increafe 
the falc of Commodity : It foliowcs.that it is no occafion of incrcafing the 
rice of Commodity at all : Therefore, to fay that aiiincrcafe of money, cloth 
occafioning a greater fale of Commodity, occafion fo great an increafe in 
the price thereof, as not at all to occafion an increafe in the lale thereof^ is f I 
tzy) a plain contradiction : whereby it is manifeft, that an increafeof money, 
cannot occafion an increafe in the price of Commodities i fully proportiona- 
ble to fuch increafe of money. 

Again, ificwercfo, yet this would incur no inconvenience, as in the Ob- 
jection is intimated ; For feeing, though Commodities fhould be upon this 
occafion twice as dear, yet there is alfo twice as much money difperfed amongft 
men ; whereby they arc in as good a capacity to purchafe as great a quantity 

«f 



14. The I^ey of Wealth , or a new Way Lib. I. 

of Commodity, as if,having but halt' that money, it mould go twice as farrejfo 
that the inconvenience, is no whit greater then the advantage. 

But to admit , that an incrcafc of money, muft needes oceafion a proportio- 
nable incrcafe in the price of Commodities, as it is already made evident that 
it would imply a Contradiction; (o it is manifeft, that there is a great alfurdity in 
it : For eirher a peoplc,having now ten times more money amongft them then 
formerly, though they have alio ten orioo. times more Commodirie, yet in 
this cafe, Commodities muft needes be now , ten times dearer then formerly; 
or elfe a people , though they have now ten times more money amongft them 
then formerly, cannot poflibly have more commodity amongft them then for- 
merly; either of which to affirm, is (I fayj abfurd, and contrary to the truth of 
what.will fully appear in the £<■#/«* following.- Neither indeed, if this were 
truth, could the hoarding up of monies, which is equivalent to a decrcafe 
thereof in quantity, occafibn a decreafe of Commodity (ashy what hath been 
laid, appeares thar it doth) and by confequence , an incrcafe in Ac price 
thereof. 

l£ it be replyed , that iincc the difcovery of the Mynes in the tVesT-Indier, 
< whereby the world hath been fiUed,morc full of money then formerly, Com- 
modities are like wife growcn,much dearer then formerly. 

/ confefs, that if there be now ten times more money,m die World then for- 
merly; feeing it cannot be conceived, that the whole world is <apabic of afford- 
ing, ten times more Commodity then formerly, it muft be granted, that anin- 
creafc of money m the whole World, may occafion an increafc in the price of 
Commodities , ( though not fully proportionable, neither to fuch increafc of 
money; for it doth not appear, that Commodities are fo many times dearer, as 
money in the world, is now oHatcyearcsmultiplycd) yet feeing matters may 
be ordered fo, as the whole world may be able to afford,ten times more plenty 
ofCommodity to any oneLand orNation then now it doth,(& efpccially if the 
fame Land might be improved fo , as to yield much more Commodity out of 
its own Bowels then for die prefent through the cxtream poverty of the People, 
and dcadnofs of Trading, men can find fale for,- J in this cafe if the money in 
that Land, were ten times more dien it is,k might foone.come to paflc,that there 
would be ten times as much Commodity to.be fold for money ; whereby the 
price thereof , ( as / fttall have occafion hereafter to obferve ) would be kept 
from rifing .- And thus, this fcruplc ( I fuppofcj is fully removed. 

To procecde therefore, to die proofe of what is before aflcrted ; Ifayfirjf, 
that an cnereafe ofmeney 3 cannot pojfMy occasion an encreafe in the price of comodi- 
■ties } ( or any other Inconvenience ) but by increasing the fale of Commodities For 
an increafc of money can produce no cvill, but what it doth by augmenting the 
quantity of diat, which is either Jcept by or layed out: The quantity of that 
which is kept ly , being Augmented , doth ( indeed ) imbolden men to fpend 
the more freely , through which as people live the more Comfortabcly j fo 
the fale of Commodity ( that is Trade ) is fo much the quicker ; but befide^ 
this ( I fay ) the Incrcafe of that which lyes by , occasions no Inconvenience, 
other dienifitwere fo much Brafs or Lether lyin£ by , except what it doth by 
hindering the fale of fo much Commodity , as by the currant thereof would 
be returned; yet this Inconvenience is not to be imputed to the Increafc of 
money , but rather to the contrary t for that fo long as it is kept by , it is all 
one , as if ic were not increased. 

Now 
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Mow, out on the other fide, by iucrcafing the quantity of what is layed out, 
it produces no cvill , other then what it doth by iucrcafing the falc of Com- 
modity ( that is Trade J this is moil evident and unoueftionable , Therefore, 
this firfl: thing to be proved , vU. That an encreafe of money cannot paflilly occa- 
sion, an encreafe in the frier of Commodities , ( or any other Inconvenience ) tut tj 
tncreifina the (ale of Commodity , " true. 

Now then to proceed, from hence it followcs, that if it were impofSble for 
money to increafe in any place, withouc increaling the price of Commodity, 
it would be as much impouible for Trade to increafe in any place, but the 
price of Commodity, muft necdes alfo increafe in that place ; Seeing it is 
here proved, that an encreafc of money, cannot poflibly increafe die price of 
commoditic , or incurre any other inconvenience, but by increafing the fale 
thcreof('tIutisbyincrcafingr«A;confequcntly,nothing can be alleagcd a- 
gamft the aforelaidmcanes, for inriching a poore people, but what argues as 
ftrongly againft an encreafc oiTrade amongft them, though it be at prefent ne- 
ver fo deaifi which was the thing here to be evinced. 

Andfora" ' r ' L '"^"'' 



decayed in a 

not hoarded u r , . — j , , -, 

other meancs, which this Treatife, by the whole fcopc thereof, is deligned to dc- 
monftratciyet when it {hall be fcafonable to difcover what this other meancs is; 
I fliall then manifeftly prove, that without an encrcafe o( money (not hoarded! 
up) or the ufe of trisor fuch like mcancs,it cannot be expected; that when trade 
is once decayed in any place,it fhould poiSbly be cjuickned & revived : and fee-. 
in" an objection againft the ufe of that meancs , without which .this or that en- 
tcrprife at all can be effected, doth by confequencc argue, as ftrongly againft the 
cnterprife it fclfcj that which was here to be proved (nccdlcfle any more to be 
repeated J doth follow. 

L I B. I. SECT. VI: 

Shewing, Ha» the aforefaid meanes for inriching a 
poor People j is fully cleared front <j// Scruples and 
Objections. 

9 Aving already proved,that nothing can be alleaged againft the afore- 
£?&\ faid meancs, for inriching a poor people; but what argues as ftrong- 
** -M ly againft an increafe of Trade amongft them , though it be at pre- 
I lent never fo dead : it is nowtobcconlidcrcd, whether any thing 
can be materially objected , againft an increafe of Trade amongft any people, 
where (I fay ) it is at prefent dead ; for if it appear, that there is not , then it is 
manifeft, That the aforefaidmeanes for inriching a poor people , is thereby fuM} 
tlcarcd.from all Scruples andOojtSitas. 

D,g,tznd=,C,l **W 
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Now,if (all things coufidcred) there were Jeflc inconveniency to a common- 
v>eahb } in the continuance of dcadnefs of Trading amongft them, then in the re- 
moving thereof, (feeing of twocvills, the leaftisalwayestobechofcn,; not 
oncly my labour in order to this cnterprize,is fruftratedjbut the meancs to con- 
tinue fuch ckadnefs of Trading , ( in cafe there were any danger of its being" 
quickened) ought with all diligcncein this refpect tobepurfuedj which yet it' 
to do, would in tiie judgement of all men, be both a ridiculous and pernicious 
practice, then it is mahifcft, that /'feeing I fay again of two inconveniencies, the 
leaft, if either is to be chofen) nothing can be materially objected ,. againft an 
incrcafc of Trade amongft any people,' where it is already dead , which was the 
thing to be proved. 

And although, happily upon this ground, it may be conceived by fomc , that 
there nccdeth not any more time nor labour to be ipent,in the further proofe of 
this point j yet becaufe upon the fcrious difcufling thereof, many things very 
material will appear, which muft have been fomewherc fuggefted ; it will be 
neceflary for thofe , that would fully undcrftandthe fcopcof mis Treatife, to 
take cognifancc thereof, before they proceed any further. 

As that (therefore) is a quick Trade , which by a reafonablc profit ra me 
pound, doth more then maintain the charge of the Tradef men; i b that is a. dead 
Trade 3 which by the fame-profit will not fexvc to maintain that charge; whence 
it ncceflarily followes, that xlTrade amongft any people be dead, fuch a people 
without aii extraordinary profit in the pound, being forced to fpcnd every re- 
turn, foinethingout of die main ftock, are, ( as I have already more fully pro* 
ved) fo far from being in a way of thriving as till Trade be made cjuicker,they 
muft fof necefluy,) grow every year poorer then formerly , even until! they be 
reduced, to theoutmoft extremity of want. 

And if to remedy this, tlic tvhole-fale-maa^ Rttayler , and all others that arc to 
have allowance, out of the price of any Commodity , do take an extraordinary 
profit in the pound j to the end, that fuch their profit , may fomcthing help to- 
wards the flownefs of their returncsj they make all forts of Commodities fo 
dear ( as according to what is proved in the Scflion following ) it coft's them 
(near, it not altogether ) as much extraordinary charge , to maintain their Fa- 
milies, as fuch incrcafc of profit , which by this meancs they advance, doth a- 
mount to : Whereby, ftill they come (ncarc, if nor altogether) asfarfhortof 
being able, to maintain a Family Chargcby adeadTradc, without fpending 
out of the main ftock, as if none of them had raifed the price of their Commo- 
dities at all. 

From all this it is evident, that there is no objection can hold, againft an in- 
crcafc of Trade it felt", if it be at prefect dead •, but what argues as much , not a- 
gainft the inriching alone, but the mecr prefcrving of a poor people, from fall- 
ing by degrc«, into the extreameft want and beggcry ; whereby alfo for want 
ofmcanes to defend thcmfelvcs, they arc made ryablctobcinflavedbyothc 
Nations. 

NoWjConfidcring tint amongft earthly cvills, incident to any Nation , thefc 
two arc the worft that canbe imagined > (fo as there being nothing fully to 
countcrpofe thefc inconvcniencicf ,) it follower, that nothing can be materially 
objected, againft an incrcafc of Trade amongft any people, if it beatprefent 
dead, which was the thing here to be proved. 

Yet further, feeing it is manifeft , that nothing can with any colour be allea- 
gcd, againft an incrcafc* of Trade amongft any people, except diis, that it may 
■tend to incrcafc the price of their Commodities. r -. Tp 

u^^yCoogre 
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To this I anfwcv, thai it it wcie io, chat encreafe of Trade, did ncceffarily occafiori 
ancncrcafc^nthcpriccofcommod<ties,yetthe Inconvenience f_ especially to thofe 
whofc Trade is at prcfenr,tn a declining condition! would not conntcrvail the ad- 
vantage -, Seeing, that for a people .[whole Eftatts through the deadncfTc of their tra- 
ding, doth daily decline 3 to havcthcir riches incrcafed, though the price of commo- 
dity, fli.mldalfo thereby increafc, is a greater advantage then though commodity 
Ihould be never fo cheap, to.havc their cftar.es in the mean time to waft anddecay ; the 
rather, for that an increafc of Trade, doth occafion an encreafe in the current of 
commodity, whereby a greater quantity thereof being [as is already proved 3 diftri- 
buted amongft men, for their mote comfortable fubfiftance.$ in this cafe , ifjrlcntj of 
commodity [which is theeffeC'tofaquickcrade3wcrcnoc confiftanc with cheaj>nt{Je 
in the price thereof [though thecontrary be moll rnanifeft] yet to have a plebtifull 
fharcot outward comforts, i hough Jea*e, is an advantage above that of inpying.a 
leflc proportion thereof, though never fo cheap, as much every whit as. the em is more 
excellent then that means, which without fuch end fervcth to no purpofc at all, there- 
fore nothing can be *»4ttr/«//y. objected, againft an encreafe of Trade, 

Laftly, and chiefly, it is to be obferved, that in any place where both In*:eftinc and 
Forreigne commodity enough," is to be had for money, an encreafe of Trade doth not 
at all occafion an encreafe in the price of fuch commodity; For chough trade in any 
place do increafc never fo faft, yet tradeHncn cannot make the price of commodity to 
rife, except [trading not being now fo dead, as whereby to difcourage men from 
bringing in much ware] * hey can order matters fo, as it may not be brought in faft 
enough, to fupply the prefent Af-tri^ for otherwise, if one Trsdcfunn will not fell 
his commodity at a reafonable v*ie, anothci[glad of the opportunity} would fud- 
dainly furnifh the Marker s and [to make his rcturncs the quicker jfell it as cheap as he 
can afford, that is [as I fiull prove in the next Section] mull cheaper 4 then in cafe 
trad ing were dead, he could. 

Hence,as there is a quicker Trade in Lwdo/t.ihcn in any other City in EngUnd s So 
this (occafioning more commodity to be brought to- London, then othcrwifc there 
would J doth prevent fuch excefsive dearncfle thereof in that phce, which othcrwife 
could notchoofe but follow, upon fuch quickneffe of Trading. 

And there is no doubt, but that if any Nation (through the abundant expences of 
the people, by means of their riches) do become unto.thc reft ef the world, as London 
is to England, the Chief Stat of Trade, the reafbn for bringing in commodity to that 
place, more then to any other part of the world, is the fame, for that of bringing in 
more commodity to London, then to any other place in England; Becaufe, whenfoe- 
ver in any Land, there is but fhlc for commodity, before there fliould want commo- 
dity in that place to fupply the Market, as faft as need requires, all the Merchants in- 
habiting here on earth,wouldchearfully entertain the opportunity, topoft it. thither 
in great proportions, whereby (I fay) the dearnefle of fuch commodity in that, place, 
would be prevented, fo as there remaining no other imaginable fcruplc,againft. an in- 
creafc of Trade, I conclude, chat the thing to be difcovcrcd inthi's place , doth, fuifi- 
*:;rntly appear, viz. How the aforefaid means forinrkhinga poorpceple, is fujly 
cleared, from all fcruples and objections. 

Lib. 
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LIB.f. SECT. VII. 

Shewing, That where commodity enough is to be hai for money * 
quicknefs of Trading, doth occajion a confiderable fall in the 
price of commodities, and deadnejfe of Trading the con* 
trarj. 

C-^fX^^Y what hath been already faid, (which yet in the conclusion to chi* 
£;■?} HUS-3 Section, fliall be more fully cleared) kdotn appear, that where com- 
%M T^-' : % modity enough is to be had for money ,mcn are forced 10 fell the fame 
C^y U$J$i a* as * ow a rate, ( I mean as fmall a profit in the pound 1 as with refe- 
%^SZ^-^} rcnce,to the quicknefleof their returnsthey can afford*, fbas the main 
Qucftion isj Whether if Trade be extraordinary quick, (Commodities being fold as 
cheap as they can well be afforded) they will not thereby fall to a far lower rate, and 
yet tradefmen gain much more fir axaum then otherwifc. 

In order to the fu tut ion of which doubt, Ice it he considered, that if when by rea- 
son of extreme deadntfTc of trading, the Whole- falc- man cannot live, in cafe he have 
not 2..S. 6\d. perl, profit, upon each return, he of whom the Whole- falc-man pro- 
cures his ware, nor yet the Retaylcr to whom he fells it, under y. s. each; that is in all 
z 2 .s. 6\d. arnongft them all three. 

Yet if their Trade were ten times as quick, they might all gain twice as much in 
theycar,upon the fiftpait of that profit, thatis,uponi.s.6*.d.in the pound arnongft 
them, which coming ftioit of i i.s. 6 A. by ten fhillings, commodities might hereby 
be afforded at ten fhillings in the pound , ( that is, one half part) cheaper then other- 
wife. 

But befides, if trading be Cfuppofe) ten times as quick as formerly, and that here- 
upon commodities of all forts, mould be fold at half the rate as formerly; 
Tradefmen in this cafe,would not only gain twice as much ptrdtinum, but out of that 
doubled profit maintain their Families, at half that rate as formerly; And confe- 
quently, might (till afford to fell their commodities at a far Icffc profit, which 
lefle profit of all the fcvcrall forts of tradefmen put together, (as before is obferved) 
would make commodities, yet confiderably cheapcr,fo as men might maintain their 
families ftill at Icffc charge, confequently live by the leffc profit;. and Co untill that 
which cannot now be afforded under twenty fhillings, might bcfoldat twelve 
pence. 

And further, we have here oncly reckoned the price of commodities as they might, 
be afforded, by abating the profit only of three feverall forts of Tradefmen, ther 
upon, and that but in the half of the proportion, as is correfpondent to the quicknefle 
of their trading, and we find it very confiderable: But for Merchants, or fuch as ttaf- 
fickwith other Nations, it is to be obfirved ? that they buy their ware of thofc 
Tradcfmen,who ufually procure it of fuch handicrafts men,as make it fit for fale } who 
have their maecrialls poffibly of the Farmers, or fbme other waies out of thccattcll or 
fruits of the earth; fo as each commodity goeth through two ox three handsjbefore it 
come to the Merchant* 

Again, 
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Again j the Merchant having exchanged it beyond Sea, for fome fbrrcign com- 
modity, ufually fells the fame to the Wholc-faIe-raan,or at leaft toa Shop- keeper in 
feme chief City, that many times fells it (orthemoft part of it) CO Che Countrcy 
Mercer, or fomc other ictailing tradefmen- and they in great part to the Pedlcr,beforc 
it be fold out to each one, for his private ufc. 

Now , if we take out of the price of forrcign commodities * parts of the profit 
of all thofe Tradefmen that prepare domeftick commodities for the Merchant,and al- 
fo j parts of the profit ,that the Merchant doth gain by exchange of domeftick for for- 
reigne commodities | and * parts cf the profit of all thofe tradefmen that hand 
chisfoircignc commodity from one to another, untill it be fold to each man for his 
private ufcj affurcdly the commodity it fclf might in this cafe, be afforded for little 
more then a fifth part of what other wife it could; and yet (men having now one with 
another, ten times more trading then formerly) gain twice as much per annum as for- 
merly $ and as hereby they get double to what they did formerly , fo they might 
maintain their chargc,at ncer the fifth pan of the rate as formerly j whereby the afore- 
kid doubt is fully refolvcd. 

And to iiitiitra.ee this yet more clearly, Seeing the worth of all commodities muft 
needs confift,cither in the principall and originall value thereof, or in the profit of 
stiofe that have to do therein, or in both * and considering chat (as will appear to him, 
whofoaliduely weigh the fame) there is no principall value in any commodity, be- 
sides the profit of every one that hath to do therein, (I mean the profit of the Wholc- 
Sle-:i\sn, Retailer, Artificer, Farmer, Landlord, and fuch like) it muft needs follow , 
chat if you nuke the profit of every one that hath to do therein, only the fifth part as 
formerly ,you make the commodity it fel f to be worth, but the fifth part,as formerly.' 
Now as this ' is moft evident, that if every one who is to have an allowance out of 
ihe price of any commodity, takes but a fifth part of the profit as formerly, the com- 
modity it filf will thereby be afforded at a fifth part of the rate as formerly; Arid this 
alfo is clear, that if tradefmen fell ten times as much in the year as formerly, they gaia 
twice as much per attmm t by the fifth put of that profit upon each commodity , as if 
otherwise they had fold, for full five times as great a profit •■ So this alfo is manifcir, 
ihat if men gain twice as much per annum 3 zs when formerly commodity was five times 
dca:en,they may now maintain their charge,upon the tenth part of that yearly profit y 
as wcil as before upon the whole profit. 

So as though in this cafe , they mould afford Commodity at the fifth pare of 
the rate as formerly, yet the Landlord for his Rent, and all others that are to 
have any allowance, out of the price of any commodity, taking but a fifth pare 
of the rateas formerly ; their advantage by maintaining their Families fo much the 
cheaper, would be the fame as if they had full 'five times as great a profit. 

Yet, if in this cafe, the Landlord fhould have the fane rent as formerly, as his own 
advantage would be, that it would go in houfe : xecping five times as far as formerly; 
fo the price of commodities in reference to the allowance of rent alone, would not 
be much the dearer thereby. 

Although in truth, the Landlord, in this cafe will not cafily prevail upon the Te- 
nant to value his land , at a higher rate, then the prefent worth of the commodities it 
ycilds, for that if commodities be now worth but the fifth part as formerly,- it is cleat 
that hewhopaies as much rent as formerly, will not in this cafe be able to makefi? 
much money of the fruits of fuch Land, as the rent thereof doth amount to. 

Thcfc things considered , it follows, that (at leaft) if matters could be ordered fo, 
is by quicking of Trade both the value of mens rents,and profit of mens tradcs,could 
be made to fall by degrees, every day more then other, thofe things which now can- 
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not be afforded under so. s. might at laft be fold at 1 2. d. and yet nopcrfon prejudi- 
ced thereby, for that each man(bcing hereby able to maintain his charge at the twen- 
tieth part of that rate as formerlyjmight now as well live upon the twentieth part of 
that profitas before upon thewholc profit : And as the Landlord would receive nd 
prcjndice, by fuch fall in the value of his Rents, in regard, that the price of all other 
things do hereby fall proportionally, lb the Tradcfman would notwithlbnding , be 
by this means a gainer more then formerly, in full as great a meafurc as trade mould 
hereby be increafed, abovewhat it was formerly-, From all which in anfwertothc a- 
forcfaid doubt, it follows,that where Trade is cxtraordinaiy quick, commodities may 
be afforded at much leiTe rate, and yet Tradefmen gain much more fer annum then o- 
therwife'. 

Now, that in this cafe commodities (lull be fold at as low a rate, as they can well 
be afforded, will appear from hencc,That as when trade in any place is very dead, the 
Merchant is carefull not to bring in any commodity, whichQas tar as he can probably 
forefee3willnotgooffatfucharate,asmay fomettiing anfwer the charge of houfc- 
iccping,thc skill of a trade,and hazard of a irock,whichf_in cafe returns be very flow, 
feeing an ordinary profit will not countervails if he doth not apprehend fomc hopes 
of a greater profitjhc doth forbear to bring in any considerable quantity of fuch com- 
modity, till it be grown fo fcarce as tthe price thereof rifen) his profit may become at 
Icaft a means of neceffary incouragement. 

Hccrcby it follows, that as Tradefmen cannot afford to live, at neer fo little profic 
in the ponnd, when trade is dead as othcrwiie ; fo they make a fhift by degrees , 
dirough their forbearing to bring in a competency thereof, to raife the price of each 
commodity in funic meafurecorrefpondenti Though by making them pay fo much 
ihe dearer, towards the maintinance of their Families; the inconvenience is [I fay^al- 
moft, £if not altogether] as bad as the advantage. 

So contrarily, where trade is extraordinary quick, men are incouraged to bring in 
the utmoft that the Market will take off, though the price thereof do fall thereby:For, 
that if through the quickneffe of their Returns, they can have but fuch a profit in the 
pound, as whereby to make (yearly)fome confidcrable incrcafe of their StocKbcfidcs 
the defraying of their family chargejit comes all to one effect, whether their profit in 
the pound be greater or leffe. 

So as hereby, every one ftriving (I fay; to take the moft money, fuch as will not fell 
at a reafonable rate, muff keep their commodities upon their hands, whereby not on- 
ly commodities (I fay) fall in price, but men fare almofl, if not altogether as much (ia 
the maintinance of their charge) as'thcyfem to loofe by the abatement of their profit 
in the pound. 

From all which, it may be concluded, that where commodity enough is to be had 
for money; quickneffe of trading doth occafion a confidcrable fall in the price there- 
of, which was the thing to be proved. 

Here endeth the firft Book, 

LIB. 
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Shewing , (or reprefenting in a I 3 arable') the nature of the 
intended enterprife, for increafe of Wealth 3 bj im~ 
f roving ofTrade^ according to the Title, 

jBferving that it is no unufual thing , for men to give a more 
* upright and impartiall lenience in matters, which are in 
fuch fort propounded , under fonic figurative and parabo- 
lical/ fcnfe,as they difecrnenot to what particular cafes/uch 
'/^r their fentence may be applyed to me unexpected convin- 
f cing them, by their own agreement , unto tilings which o- 
thcrwife they would never have confented to. 
That many things arc of fuch a nature, as they cannot Co 
t^Cily be obviated zndilluftrated, to the undcrftandingsoftnofe who have not 
bin exercifed therein, as by fomc familiar Similitude, taken from examples, 
with which through frequent expcricnce,rhey are well acquainted. 

And that according to the Rules dictated by thofe,who have made it their de- 
iignc, to propofc themoft clear and compendious Method of Argumentation^ 
the Major propofi no n of a SyUogifme 3 (viz. that fuch a confequence or inference 
doth naturally follow, from a thing onely fuppofed,) is before the fuppofition 
it felf to be demonstrated j which order of proceeding hath the fame ground in 
reafon, when fomethitt'g inftead of fuch fuppofition , will appear fully to make 
out the fame effect and confequence. 

In tiiefc and fomc other reSpects, I concluded , tliat to difcovcr the nature of 
the intended enterprise j for increafe of Wealth by improving of Trade, ac- 
cording to the Title fin the moft plain brief, and effectual method that I could 
devifej there would be a ncccflity (before the propofal of the matter it felf,) to 
reprefent ('by way of parable or fuppofition) fome cafe, that (being as near as 
poffiblc, parallel to it, in reference both to the inconveniences and advantages 
following thereupon,) I might (thus in a myftery) prevent all material objecti- 
ons, before I came to the plain difcovcry of the thing it felf. 
Thefc things premtfed, I (hall give you the fum of all, in few words. 
Admit A certain My nh of 'Go ld difcovrred in this Lane/, were wholly refigned up 
to the difpofe of fuch men, at \hould become ingaged ly Bond to rejtore within fix 
Moneths warding , loth the ttfe andpofjeffion of the faidMrs* : together, Kith fo 
much of the f aid C o ld, as foeuld Le ceyned, or any wayes difpofedof; And ( I fay ) 
that this would incur more inconveniences, and yet not afford greater advanta- 
ges, ftothofc that (hould have the difpofing thereof, or to any other perfons) 
then what would follow, upon the enterprise hereafter propofed, as by what 
doth enfue will appear : In the mean time I proceed to reprefent fometningof 
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the nature of this undertaking, by an explication of my meaning y in the words 
before rehcarfed. 

A (main Myne of Gold, That is metall of fuch real worth, as will yield (with 
little or no loffc) the money, if it fhould be fold to die Goldfmith. 

A Mjnt) That is not a Trcafury which may foonc be exhauftcd - but which 
may afford fuch a quantity of money, as whereby die fame may upon occafion 
bcnwltiplycd to any proportion needfull. 

Again a Myne, For this being not money ready coyned, requires fomc charge 
of defending, digging, coyning, and fuch like ; yet as the charge of this enter* 
prize, fliail not be near fo great , as that which is incident to die ordering of a. 
Myne of Gold , fo I fhall mew how the laid Company > may be wholly eafed 
ot t!iis Charge, without prejudice to any. 

In this Land, I confefs (as I have already intimated,) the difcovcry of a Myne 
of Gold in this Lund, could not chufe but be a great provocation to all Nations, 
to conipirc together againfc this people, for the furprizing of it , and would in- 
able them in cafe they fhould, to maintain fufficicnt forces, whereby for ever to 
inflavcur, as the ^/ttiA/iwrf doth thole, whom they call Nicrolians or Nativef 
in America-, But (as is faid) this cnterprifc fhall not incur the lcaft appearance' 
of any fuch inconvenience. 

Were wholly rejigtud »/» to the difpofe of 'fuehTradrf "men, Thatis, foas whereby 
they might not onely be able to multiply money enough amongft them, for the 
increafing of their Trade and riches; out likewife to lend of the fame , upon 
the tcarmes hereafter cxprcfTed, each to other,, as much as neede requires, with- 
our paying any T/iterejl : which will be the more feafbnabifc, for that by the in- 
creafe of Trade, (through fuch a multiplication of money amongft themj they 
will have Co much themore need to increafc their ftock. 

Of fuch Tradefmen as Ibould become ingagedly Bond, Thatis, asSwtf/Vscach 
for other j fo as if any one failes to rcftore the proportion by him borrowed, 
the reft muft make it good 5 And therefore it muft be fuppofed , that they al- 
wayes take fufficicnt fecurity, each from other , for whatisfoient unto any of 
them. 

To which end, Ictit.be admitted, that they ( I meane the whole number or 
company of them, diis Myne not being at the difpofe of any one of diem with- 
out the reft ) do lend of the laid money being coyned, unto any one pcrfon a- 
mongft them, no more then for borrowing of which he mall put in fufficicnt 
fecurity, ( by producing Sureties , Morgaging Land?, or ( if the company 
plcafc to acccpr thcreoOpawningCommodity of valuable confederation,) to re- 
pay within five Moneths after the demanding thereof.- And do ljkewifc renew 
Such fecurity as often as neede fliail require , for as long time as he intends to 
borrow of the faid money; And alfo that he ftand bound with the reft of the 
Com pany, for making good his proportion towards either the loflc fin cafe a- 
ny amongft them faile to repay what is by him borrowed) or any charge inci- 
dent to this undertaking, if need require. 

Yet to prevent fuch Fayler each pcrfon befides his fecurity,) which the Com- 
pany (no doubt,) will in this cafe take care fliail be very fumcient) produce an 
Enfurer, (fuch as the Company fhall accept of) who for fome fmall matter, in 
the pound, (to be paid by him that borrowes the money ) will infurc the Com- 
pany againft any prejudice, that can happen to themby thcloancof the faid 
money, upon fuch fecurity : Whereby it may come to paflc, that in cafe not 
onely any one who borrowes this money, but his Sureties ( though judged very 

fufficicnt,; 
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liifficicnt ) fhould faile of being able to makegood the debt -, yet fuch Irfuras 
bearing the lofle, die Company may for this fmall charge in the pound,be*freed 
from nazard. 

Report within fix Monttln , That is, what they have fo borrowed, but not any 
Intereft, or any part of their profit, though never Co much,and for never fo long 
a time. 

And though I fpeak here of Refforing, yet it is to be obferved (in reference to 
thecafe, whichllhailpropofci that as there will be no advantage (I/ay.; to 
an enemy to furprife this Trcafurc, (o there will be no benefit , but rather prc- 
judicetothc owners (if any were) to have it Reffored: fo as it is not atali pro- 
bable, that any fuch thing will ever be required. 

Both the afe andpojjejfton of the [aid Myne , together mthfo much of the faid Cold 
asjbould beanywafesdifpofedof; That is, this Company muft make good, not 
oncly the money lent each to other, but all the Gold (whether coyned or other- 
wife,) that (hall be imbczz.elltd > if they ufenot fome effectual meanes to pre- 
vent the fame. 

To which end, let it be granted, (for how much foevcr fecmingly impoflible, 
it fhai be fully made good,)that there were a way found, whereby not any dram 
of this gold, whether coyned or uncoyncd, could poulbly be difpofed of, to any 
though imployed in or about digging , defending, &c. the My tie , coyuing the 
money, or howfoever, otherwilc , tien by the confent and cxprefle order bi die 
iaid Company, without being prefently difcovcred. 

And for defraying the Charges of this undertaking, Jet the faid Company 
caufe fuch a confiderable quantity of Gold to be coyn'd , as whercwitn to pur- 
chafe fo much Land , as tne rent thereof may fully defray the faid charges, 
which charge, in regard ( I fay ) it will not be near Co great, as that of digging, 
defending, &e . a Mync, and yet die Treafure as great as need can require,rnay t 
die more eafily be done. 

And for leaning them in their thus difpofing of the faid money, the Land Co 
purchafed being in the pofleflion of die faid Company, will be fufficient. 

Thus, (feeing by what hath been already difcovcred, it is evident , that Trade 
and riches through an incrcafe of money , may be multiplycd to the utmoft de- 
gree pofiible ; and that by meanes of fuch a Mync, money niight be augmentc-d 
to any quantity needfull thereunto) I have in a Parable , represented die nature 
of the intended entcrprizc, for mcreafe of wealth, by improving of Trade, ac- 
cording to the Title, which was the thing in this place to be difcovcred. 

Yct,leaft by what is here fuggefted , X might feem to beftow my paincs in 
building Caftlcs fas they fay) in the Aire or upon the fand , where there is no 
foundation, and not to be indeed in good carncft , I (hall before I come to the 
end of this fecond Book, make it appear , that what is here represented in every 
particular, f though fecmingly never fo impoflible or impertinent) will prove 
jio other then like to that Parable of Nathan , ncerer Davids own cafe then he 
was aware of j and therefore deftrc , that every clawfc in this Section may be 
themorc carefully obferved. 
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LIB. 1 1. SECTAl. 
Shewing, Htm iiiconfiderable the disadvantages 
incident to this undertaking are, 

E^Jyjj^Avingid the aforcfaid Parable, rcprefented the true nature of the m- 
\:M u ,^j tended cntcrprifc ( and thereby given a brief touch, as well of the In- 
tW>\^l conveniences zsAdvantages following thereupon,it will be needful in 
fa*£z&2j the next placc,that both of them be lcrioufly confidcred j la handling 
of which, I ("hall begin, firft with the Inconveniences or difadvattageSy which* 
if wc take i;i order, as tiiey arc exprcfTcd in the former Se£t.ion,it will be found, 
that the firft particular, (which doth but fecm like an Inconvenience) is that of 
the charge incident to de endings diggings coyning, and fuch like ; yet feeing that 
this charge, ( yca,and for a need much more then this) may be wholly defray- 
ed by the rent of the Lands purchafed with the money focoyncd, it follows, 
that this fuppofed difadvantage amounts to juft nothing. 

The fecond teeming d/'J advantage doth confift,in that die faid Myne ofgold 3 is 
Situate in this Land; yet (inawordjit being of fuch a nature as it is no bene- 
fit to fuch as fhould furprife it, this is alfo no disadvantage. 

The third (and indeed, only) Inconvenience if, that tbofe who undertake the 
difpofc of this Myne, mud be engaged by Bond, as Sureties each for ether, to 
make good what dicy borrow thercol, in manner afdrcfaid: Which implies 
£rft fome hazzard, becaufc if any of them fail, the reft when the furrendringof 
the faid Mine is required, muft make it good. Secondly fome difficulty, for 
that each member muft produce fecurity to the company for repayment, bcrh of 
what is by him borrowed, and his proportion alfo towards the charge and lofs, 
incident to t! as' undertaking, ( if any be) which fecurity to procuremay net be 
very cafy to all men : And therefore ( it may be remembrcd, that) in the Title 
page lbrni: both difficulty and hazzard> is ack nowled^cd to be incident to this un- 
dertaking •, yet ( 1 fay ) when all things fhall be duly pondercd,neithcr the one 
nor the other, will be found confide rable. 

Firft, not the hazzard : For though ( I confefs of all others, this comes near- 
eft to the nature of z disadvantage ; Yet I am confident, it will be granted, 
that it is not valuable, cfpecially, it compared widi thofe dcfirable conicquen- 
ccs that will follow upon this Engagement. 

For this bazzard, is no other then that which it is well known, the fevcral 
Companies in London, do frequently undergo, by lending out their moneys to 
youn 3- beginner?, mcercly to do them a courtefic. 

Ancfifthc Company, that fhall undertake thedifpofeof this Mine, be careful 
that they accept of no fecurity each from othcr.but what fhall appear very fuffi- 
cicnr, the hazza^d will not be fo great as that w<h men ufuallv incur, by letting 
out moneys to intercft j for in this cafe, if both the Princip.ii and Sureties fail } 
the Lender (that is uiiully one man alone) muft bear all the lofs ; Whereas 
when money is lent out by a whole Company, if one in two or three hundred 
fail, (the lofs bcii^ borne by all the whole Company proportionably) each 
mans fhare will not be much confidcrablcjFor that,as itis accounted a far grea- 

J.g.tzcacyCOOglC 
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rcr hazard.for a Marchant to adventure his whole Eitatc at Sea, m one rkuoui 
rather then in many ; So there is the fame reafon for like difference of" hazard 
betwixt the lending of money by any one pcrfon, Over what the lending thereof 
would be by a whole Company. 

Yet, as thole that let out moneys to Intcreft, do not ufually truft any, without 
taking luch fecurity as they (at lead) | udge very fufficicnt ; (whereby it comes 
ro pais, that there is not one cafe in very many, wherein both Principal and 
Sukek'S fail, of being able to pay the Debt 5 J So, if they did not conceive t cir 
Security fufficicnr, and if out of" the profit of their Intcreft they could t-fibrd to 
Infure againft hazards, as thofc of this Engagement/not taking any Security 
but fuch as (if they plcafc) not onely one Infurer, but a certain Company of 
them fnall approve of j) may for lefs (I bclecve if they think it needful) then 
one in the hundred ycr Annum. In this cafe, though perhaps one amongft two 
or three hundred, might poffibly fail both in himfelf zni Sureties; yet this 
Company of f/>furers, rauft make good the debt. 

Whereby, feeing that luch I/tptrers would (as they do by Infuring of Mar- 
chants adventures upon the Sea,; get one time with another more then they 
Ibofc, it follows, that what is thus paid to the Inform, would of it fclf mere 
chen defray the lofles, incident to this kind of hazard; which(I fay )by the rent of 
the Land purchased in manner aforcfaid, might be fully difchar^ed , fo as, this 
which is indeed the main and only Inconvenience, being duly weighed, amounts 
but to a very inconsiderable CW^and that alfo defrayed without Charge. 

Aga:n,feeing that if men put their moneys out to Intcreft, the hazard is great- 
er then that w.iich is incident to tliis undertaking. 

Thatiftheyimployit in a way of Trade, as eheprofit in good times, Co the 
hazard ac all times, is much greater, then that of putting out moneys to intercft , 
as is found true by experience, and acknowledged by all. 

Thar iftheypurchafe Land, (confidering as the profit of rent isibfmall, as 
it requires a great Stock to obtain fo much, as will afford a maintenance, Co} 
an Eitatc in Land, if an enemy prevaile, is more liable to furprizal or fcqueftra- 
tion, then in any moveables. 

And Iaftly, that befides one of thefc three,thcre is no other way, whereby men. 
can ordinarily difpofe of their monies; It follows, that (except men could ge- 
nerally afford to keep their flock by them in money,withoat Improving it/and 
fo by Spending out of the Principal, run wilfully upon fpeedy and certain ruin, 
for tear of incurring hazards, and loflcs fome other way, J there is nopoflible 
means whereby they can difpofe of their Eftatcs, to be totally [rcc 3 whilft they 
live in this World from all danger of lofTcs. 

And confidcring that notwithftanding fthere is as I have already proved ) 
greater hazard in letting out moneys to Intcreft, then in this undcrtaking,thougfi 
( I fay) the hazard of that(amongft all ctlier means hitherto ufed for improving 
mens Stock*;, is one of the lcaftj there are Co many thoufands, who not valuing 
the hazard, in reference to the advantage daily practice this courfe, in hopes but 
of a fraall profit of Intcreft, and by that fnnll profit, do one time with another, 
gain more then they loofe by fuch hazard, as is evident, by mens continuing this 
practice. 

Thefc things premifed, it muft needs be granted, that though this underta- 
king were liable to far more hazard then that which may be In (u red, or the lofs 
thereof fuftained, for left then one in the hundred •, yet in regard it will appear 
that tiic profit of this undertaking) will be far greater then that of the ordinary 

way 
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way or Trade $) and ei'pccially in refptel that this charge of Insurance, may be 
defrayed without any burden to toe Company, it follows that fuch hazard, ) 
though it wi re more then it ir, is in this cafe not worthy to be accounted a df- 
aiI^ a/.ta^ to thofc(who take what courfe they will Jcannct avoid greater dan- 
ger; excel t (I fay) by keeping tfacir moneys in their own hand 1 , they are rc- 
iolved, iii hopes to clcapc lbme fears of lofj ', to incur unavoidable mi", rather 
then ingagcin»cOL'rfc, which (chough liable tofoJirtfe Inconvenience) will 
CasI lhall prove) aftcrd far greater rrofit,then any tlutothtrwifc the generali- 
ty of men, can cxpc&toinjoy. 

If it be objected, that the danger of die times makes the hazard confidersblc; 
I rnllver, this argues as ftrongly again tt mens difpofing of their ftockf,in a way 
of'TradCjOr any other way of improving dieir eftatcsj whereby (at I have alrea- 
dy obicrved, ) through the prevailing of an enemy, they may tne more cafily be 
furprifed : lb as although this danger of" an enemies prevailing, were far great- 
er then ('through the goodnefs oi God ) it is at prclent ; yctleeingmcn could 
iiot afford generally, to forbear all Trade and Commerce, thole that account 
of thefe eonfidcrations as valuable, may choofc whether they will meddle in 
this undertaking j For there is noqucftion, but the generality of men, arc fut- 
ficiently convinced that thofe, who forbearing to imploy their Stseiitand out 
of the Prt/tcipal, do run a far more apparent hazard of utter undoing, then they 
who in fear of an enemies prevailing ("though no man knows when or how ^ 
would endeavour to avoid, as is evident by the practice of moft men; in 
that they continue ftill in fome mcafure", notonly to Trade, butpurehafc 
Land j lend and borrow monies upon Intereft, and fuch like, as itisfaid 
in another cafe, men will ftill do, until die confummation of all terrestrial 
things. 
Thus much as to the fozWjSccondly/or the dijficultyjhk being no othcr,then 
of procuring good and fufficientfecurity, for thedue payment of what is bor- 
rowed, is no more then that, winch is required by the leveral Companies of 
London^ when they profTer(as is faid)to lend moneys to any young bcginnen,or 
others of their own Company ; And yet few men having fuch a proffer made 
them, (cftceming the ufe of the money no fmall advantage) but will make ford 
fhifr, to procure friends one where or other to be bound for them /though they 
have perhaps little eftate of their own,) rather then they will lofe the opfx>rtuni- 
of fuch a proffer j but to thole who have great E dates, this i«. no difficulty at 
all. 

And to clear all fcruplcs, feeing that notwithftanding the prefent, not only 
danger ol the times, but dcadnes of trading, divers men ftill continue this pra- 
&iie of taking up monies upon Intereft, to imploy in a way of Trade, other- 
wife, how could fuch as let it out find any to deal with thcin: 

Tlrt by this means tradingCis I shall prove) will be lb multiplycd efpeciaily 
to the Undertakers ) a' they t~Ha.Il have-much more reafou to imploy the utmoft 
of their Sock and credi', in a way of Trade, then now rhey have. 

And laft'y, that neither the hazard of lending, nor the difficulty of borrow- 
ing thar money, which is thus lent without Intereft, is any greater, then that 
of sorrowing money upon Intereft. Tlierc is no objection can pofliuly beat 
any colour againft the one, which doth net argue lar more ftrongly again ft the 
Other. 

And further, let it not here be forgotten, that though the procuring of fuffi- 
cicnt fecurity, for tac borrowing ot any confidcrablcfuins of money, may be 
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too hard a usk for me poorer fort of Trademicn to perform ; yet there will be 
nctliin:* required oi them, in order to the putting themfclvcs into a capacity of 
multiplying their trading, and that with ready pay (as is in the Title Page men- 
tioned) which hath any, cither hazard or difficulty in it. 

The next and lad thing ( which feems like an inconvenience,) is, that this 
Company arc bound to make good, not only the money lent, but the Gold, 
(whether coyned or othcrwifc) that fhall be Imttzztlled ; yet having taken it 
upon my credit, to difcovcr a way, how this danger may be totally prevented } 
fo as upon this, there will follow no inconvtmtnet at all .- 1 may conclude , 
that all things duly weighed, tile JifathMagts incident to this undertaking, are 
not confidc-rable ; which was the thing here to be demonftrated. 



LIB. II. SECT,Ul: 

Shewing , Hov one of the leaft of the Advantages, 1 
proceeding from the intended enterprife , doth much 
more men counter vaile all the fad difadvan- 
tages. 






„j\0\vv\% in the laft Se&ion fully and freely declared, the grcateft In- 
conveniences incidentto this undertaking, with all the circumftan- 
ces thereof, whereby (as I conceive) it may appear to all rational 
"i\M men, chat the fame arc not valuable ; though the profit of this enter" 



prife were but ordinary 5 how much lefs confiderabfe will thofc inconveni- 
enccsoc, when it (hill be found, that one of the teuft Advantages proceeding 
from the intended enterortfe^doth much more then countervail all the [aid dif adz/an* 
tajes j winch is the thing that in this laft place, I am to difcovcr. 

Mow, as there is nothing cm be named, which is effentia! to a thriving 
Tride, !)Li:on;o{' thefc four, viz. Competent Scock, quick return, reafona- 
ble proftt, an.1 reidy pay, or good fecurity ; (all which by means of this under- 
taking will be obtained in a plentiful mcafure; ) So the firftof thefefour 
( though no: equal to my of the other, ) will be found or' value, mach more 
then fufficic.'it to Cojntci'-poyfc all tha faid Inconveniences, 

For the faid M/ne of Gold, affording money enough whereby men may 
borrow ivit.iouc piying Inccrelt. as great a fum, and for as longa time, as they 
fhall put in fufRcient fecurity o nuke good, they mxy thereby iocrcafe that, 
Stock, c.vo manner of wayes. 

Jirft, 
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Firft, By having io much ofrhut money lent them it prcfent, as they are 
able to put in fufheient fecurity., in manner aforcfiiid to borrow j where- 
upon, feeing according to mens credit (.which is eftccmed equal to their E- 
flare ) fuel) is their ability lor procuring Sureties , it will be no difficult 
thing for men ordinarily to produce fuch Jecurity, as whereby at Icaft to dou- 
ble their StO(.ks,andptrhaps much more j which was my meaning in tlic Title 

1'hc fecond way is, that if by tracing with this doubled Stock, any one of this 
Company doth encreafe his eftate, lie may upon like fecurity have lb much 
more lent him , as whereby to double fuch encreafe. 

The conference of this, is very great, as may appear by thisinftancc; 
Suppofc a aian be worth in Land one thoufand pounds, and Morgaging 
that Land borrows one thoufand pounds to follow a Tr^cfe, if from hence 
through fuch great trading, as mufl necefTariiy follow upon this courfe, he 
do at the end of one iwelvc-moneths , gain clear two hundred pounds, 
( which gain is much within the compafs, ofwhat in refpeci of the faid quick- 
ix-fs of trading, we might reckon upon) that two hundred pounds lb gained, 
iliall be his own; and fo (fuppofing that the profit of his Land hath main- 
tained his family, ) he is now worth in all one thoufand two hundred pounds, 
( befides the one thoufand pounds borrowed ) therefore if now upon put- 
ting in further fecurity, he* be truftedwith two hundred pounds more, his 
Stock for Trade (hall be one thoufand four hundred pounds, viz. One thou- 
sand two hundred pounds borrowed and two hundred pounds gained, by 
which Stock of one thoufand four hundred pounds, (his trading not fal- 
ling to decay) he cannot gain lefs,rhen three hundred pounds, for the next 
year, whereby his cftatc"is now wordi three hundred pounds more, that 
is in all, one thoufand feveu hundred pounds ; And therefore he may 
now upon putting in further fecurity, be truftedwith three hundred pounds 
more, And fo nis Stock for Trade, will now at the end of two yeares, 
be no lefs thentwo thoufand pounds, thatisjuftdoublctotheStockfirft lent 
him. 

So that by this means his Stock at the end of every two years, fhall 
be double to what ir was two years before, that is, at the end of four years, 
it {hall' be four thoufand pounds^ at the end of fix years, eight thoufand pounds > 
at tiit end of eight years fixtccn thoufand pounds, at the end of'Ten years, 
thirty two thouiand pounds, at the end of twenty years (by the fame pro- 
portion of increaic, ) above one Million, and at the end of forty years, a- 
bovc one thoufand million?, the one half whereof only being borrowed, die 
other half is his proper Eftatc. 

And yet in this inftance wc.makc no allowance ( I fay ) at all for any extra- 
ordinary quicknefs of trading, but that which makes the fum Co fuddenby arifc, 
to fuch a vaft and unexpected bight, is mecrly the perpetual doubling of the in- 
crcafe of his cftate, by new money lent him without paying intereft $ which is 
no; unlike unto that of doubling the number of Buttons on a mans 5*/Vf, or 
Na/fsoa a horfeFc^, where though you beginbutwith the worth of one Bar- 
Iv* Corn, yet proceeding to double the value of every doubled fum, according to 
ncnumbcr of fuch Buttons or Najis 9 it quickly amounts to a greater value, then 
tiie worth of a Kingdom. 

5 If 
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li it be here objc&ed, that except men ( by the quieknefle of their trading) can 
r.it off tlicir commodities in foine reafonablc time, it will be to their prejudice to 
■radc.with fo exceeding great aftock . 

Ianfwcrina word, that men being once-rich enough, may (if they plcafe) leave 
trading, and give place to othcrs 5 yetiftheirtrading fliallbe hereby multiplied, e- 
ven proportionable to fuch an increafe of ftock, few in this cafe will tuddcnly think 
their ftock too great, which brings me to the fecond Property ciTentiall to a thriving 
Trade, viz. tywcktteffc of returns-. 

In order whercunto, it may bqobferved, that itfollowcs by what I have already 
declared, (in Lib. i.Sed.4. ) that where commodity enough is to be had for money, 
an increafe of money not hoarded up, doth occafion an increafe of trade, and that 
much more then proportionable to fuch increafe of moneys fo as hereby men being 
in capacity to lend moneys each to other, till for a need the money that isamongft 
them, be even cquall to what their cftatcs arc orhcrwifc worth , (that is, rill there be 
about one hundred times more money arnongft them then ordinary) their trading by 
the revolution thereof, "(that is, the quUknejlcof thtirrttttrnes) mull needs be multi- 
plied, much above one hundred times greater thenothcrwife, if (I lay) commodity 
enough can begot for money ; or rather indeed, it is manifeft, that by this rncanes 
fuch money not being hoarded up, they might multiply it by purchafing of land, 
arid lending the fame gratis upon fecurity, fo as to improve trading to the utmoft 
extent pofliblc. 

No w by fuch quieknefle of returncs, mens yearly profit (.which was the third thing 
ciTentiall to a thriving trade) rauft needs be ihereafed in no fmall meafure , although 
their games in the pound, and confequently-ihe price of commodities m the mean 
time fall considerably, as is manifeft: by what is proved in Lib. i.Seci.7. 

Againe, when by the current of this multiplied ftock of moneyes, their takings in 
re:idy pay are fuch as makes their trade as great, as they can pombly manage, they 
may wholly rcfufe to deale any more upon credit, and fo injoy alfo the laft advan- 
tage rcquifite to a thriving trade, viz. ready f&y^ or good fecurity, 

"Seeing therefore, all tradefmen would rather be without i great fitch then quick- 
Pifjc of trading y rcafoml/lc profit; or good fecurity : And tbatthis interprize opens the 
door, not only to an increafe of fiick } but to fo great a multiplication of trading and 
yearly profit., and that with ready pay> it is evident to all underftanding men, that this 
advantage o£ being in capacity to borrow as much money at any time, as men arc a- 
ble to put in fecurity to make good without paying interxft, is (though very great) a- 
mongft thofc other things leaft of all considerable. 

' r Yet if it be obferved, that the hazzard which men ufually undergo, -when three 
or four in a company take up commodities upon truft, (whereby each of them be- 
comes ingaged for the reft to pay the whole debt) or rather the aforciaid hazzard of 
felling ware upon the particular crcditof fomeoneman, isathingfoordinary, as it 
doth manifeft, that notwithilanding fuel) hazzard, and the allowance of intcrcft in 
the price of their commodities, the advantages thereof arc generally greater then the 
inconvenlencics, as I (hall have further occafion to obferve. 

That the hazzard of this undertaking, (befides which there is no inconvenience 
worth the mentioning ) may be infurcd , for that which is not considerable to 
intercft. 

That fuch hazzard ismuchlcflfc then that of putting out moneyes to intereft,and 
therefore farrclcffe then what is incident to the laid ordinary way of trading on 
credit. 

That this new way of trading, puts men into a capacity of buying commodity fas 

with 
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with ready money) without allowing intcrcft in the price thereof, -which trading on 
credit doth not. 

All thefc things (I fay) confidcrcd^ it followcs , that all the inconveniences. \ nci- 
dent to this undertaking arefoincorifidcrable, to thoic which proceed from any othei 
way of Improvement as that the aforcfaid" one Advantage of doubling the peck with the 
increafc thereof , though put m.thcW«MCc;againft all the inconveniences incident ro 
this attempt, will notwithstanding be found to outweigh them an hundred fold. 

Therefore that which was hereto be demonftrated doth appeare, viz. That em of 
the leafi advantage's proceeding from ihemtptdcdintcrprifc, doth much more then counter- 
vatic all thefaid dtfadvaniagesi 
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Shewing, JF&ftt further means are requijite, to make (bit under, 
taking prove effectual!, for the producing of ill the Proper- 
ties ejjentiallto » Thriving Trade. 

ffS#gSj^S E foure things premifed in the former ScSiu, as rffcntiall to a thri- 
t&r3*^§& vingtrade,beingallconcluded as effects of this attempt; and ha- 
';^",?>i i'^^f) ving found (by comparing one thing with another) that the leaft of 
'^ 'l k \i thefc fourc doth much more then councervailc all the inconveniences 
fe-fr^KS incidentto thise»Kr/>;/«,wearenowtoconfidcrn>*,ir/urt/>rTM>MM 
; *^* arereqtiijitetemakethiturtdertalci/tg jtrcvcniefi iffettiialljer Memphfh- 

tug all the aforcfaid prop erliet cffcrttiall to a thriving Trade. 

For, whereas in the laft Scftion it was alledged, that men were in capacity by ha- 
ving the aforefaid Mine of gold at their difpofc, to lend moneys each to other, un- 
til! for a need, there be a hundred times more money difperfed amongft them then was 
formerly ; whereby their trading through the rcvolutionthercof, ("it not being hoar- 
ded up) muft needs be multiplied more then proportionable to iuch increafc of sno- 
ncy,accordingto what was proved, Lib.i.Sccr.4. 

Againft this it may be objected, 

Firft, that perhaps as fail as fuch money mould increafc by the loane of it to 
fome, it would be hoarded up by its palling through the hands of others, efpccial- 
ly if f_ which I hope God will prevent} new grounds of fcare, in reference to any fur- 
ther publike disturbances ihould arifc -, lb as the current of this and all other money 
being obftructed, by the hoarding of it up, this interptize for the increafc of trade, 
would be fruftrated. 

Secondly, that happily the number of thofe who will think fit to undertake the 
difpofc of this Mine, may be fo fewat firft, as they (halt not be able upon fulficicne 
Security to borrow a fum cquall to the hundredth part of the value of all the money cs 
that is already in the Land, whereby the quantity of money difperfed amongft 
Tradcfmen, will not be increafed considerably , and conicquently the increafc of 
Trade by fo fmall an increafc of money, will be as little difcernablc. 

Now I muft acknowledge, that both thefc Objections do carry fornc force .againft 
whst hath been as y et ptopofed. 

D,g,,zoa=,GOO<alS 
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Torcmavc therefore chc bad etfech of that which is fuggefted in each of tlicfc 
two cafes, let it be admitted, that the gold which this Mine doth afford being coin- 
ed, were fivft not at all acceptable to be boarded «^, though the times were ncvci fo dan- 
gerous •, Secondly, through fome prejudice or miiapprchcnfion of the generality of 
men, were currcr.t atprefent encly amongfl afw. 

And then (I fay) being true gold, that is, ("according to what is alrcrdy intima- 



icd) ntittall of fuel reaH value ^(though not current with all, nor acceptable to be 

horsiccd up by any J would -jetld the money it U taken fir, without any confider&hle loft 

if fold to theColdf/nith- as in this cai« there could be no hazzard in taking it 



ioby the incicafethcreof,'it would further trading much more then the incrcafe of 
any money apt to be hoarded up would do, bccauTe (as 1 have already fumci«wly 
cleared) it is the fpeedy paffagcof moncyes from one to another, twkhont rcfling 
any where] that quickens the revolution thereof, and by conlcqucncc trading. 

If therefore matters can be ordered fo, as this money mail not beat all acceptable 
to be hoarded up, it will fcive not oficly to anfwer fully the former of thefc two 
Objections, but tc difcovcr what further means it reqmfite to wake this undertaking 
prove cjfcttuall^for the producing of all the Properties effcntiaS to a thriving trade. 

Nowj in reference to the fecond of the faid Objections, if this Company [and all 
thofe that arc willing of their owne accord to take this new kind of money, though 
not current by Law] mould agree to put out Comcflag i Jigne i or the like, whereby 
they might bediftinguiflicd, and publikcly xnowne f roin others, it would follow, 
ehac thofe who in this cafe mould be thus knownc for fuch as are agreed to take it, 
as their hazzard £ though they could not procure any to take it for ware ] would not 
be considerable, in regard if they fell it to the Goldfmkh they may have ready 
money for it 5 fo the advantage they mall reap by its being current oncly aroongft a 
few, over what would accrcw unto them in cafe the fame were uaiverfally .acceptable, 
£likc other money J would be much greater then can eafily be demonftrated. 

For,this money not being generally current, will by thofe who [upon confedera- 
tion of the true value thereof] have accepted of the fame for their ware or labour, 
bc£forthcmoftpart]broughttofuchmena5 are knowne by the aforefaid fiag or 
Jignc, whereby both their acquaintance and their takings in ready money, Qthae is, 
their trading] muft needs be multiplied proportionable to the quantity, that is diiper- 
fedamongft them of this new kind of money $ which, though laid out eponothcis 
never fo often, will ftill be retorted upon thcmfclvcs, [like (tones caft up in the aire 
by force, which will naturally returnc tewards their center* and confequcmly, the 
more (hall be thus throwne up, the more will come downe again,] fo the more they 
have of this kind of money amongft thcra , the more will their takings be mul- 
tiplied. 

Whereas on the other fide,if this new kind of money being ancc lent to this Com- 
pany,fhouldQlikc other money] be difperfed throughout the whole Nation kidiftc- 
rently, it would Qas to them] be little other wife then as water fpiit upon the ground, 
which returncs no more to the place from whence it came. 

Now therefore let it be fuppofed, that the quantity of this new kind of money, 
borrowed by the faid Company, were equall to the worth of their own eftates, and 
that to the end they might multiply the fame to a greater proportion, if need mould 
require, they had imployed as much of k in the purchafc of Lands, as is equall to the 
value of the eftates of all thofe tbat [by hanging out the (aid flag oxftgne~\ have made 
thcmfclvcs noted for fuch as arc agreed to take it * fo as the fiim of this money ^float- 
ing Ql fay ] amongft fuch pcrfons chiefly, who have thus publifhed thcmfclvcs wil- 
ling to take it]being hereby made equall [qx if n-cd require, far more then cqiull] to 

the 
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tiic Bltates of all fuchperfons (chough never Commy) ic muft needs multiply ; their 
takings in ready money in fuch fort, as trading might by this means be as much, in- 
ccafcd to '/;««, as it would to the vvholc Land, in cafe any money generally currenc 
could be extended to the utmoft.quantity needfull. 

And hereby not only the laft of the two aforcfaid Objections is fully anfwercd,but 
a further means [difcovcred] rcquifice to make this undertaking prove cftcctuall foe 
the producing of a multiplied Trade, even tothe utmoft degree poflible, (atlcaft to 
thofe who are willing to uic the means) and by confequence a capacity of gain- 
ing much more ftr annnm^nn much lefle profit in. the pound then ordinary, fas is 
proved, Lib.i.Sc£r.7.3andall this with ready pay % foas the aforcfaid way of doub- 
ling the ftock,and the increafcchcreof,being already declared to be offo vaft concern- 
ment, there feems to remain no further mcam undifcoverettjbat is rrqitifuc to make this 
undertaking prove effettuAlljor the producing- of all the four Properties tffentiall to a thri- 
ving Trade > (already mentioned) which was the thing here to be demonftratcd. 

And this will appear the more evidently, if it be conficercd th3t as thoft who (lull 
thus agree to take this new kind of inorey, may hereby increafc the quantity thereof 
in fuch fort, as 10 multiply their trading to the utmoft degree poflible-, Co by means 
of fuch an extraordinary quick Trade, it followcstl fry) from what hath been demon- 
itratcd [Lib. i.Sect.7.] that they fliall be able both to buy their watetnuch cheaper, 
and fell for much lefle profit in the pound then othcrs,yct gain much wove per annum y 
and confequcntly undcrfell them,and that in no fmall proportion. 

Which feeing (as may appear by the fcqucll)it will be for their advantage to fell as 
cheap as they can afford, it mull needs come to paflc, that all others who are not min- 
ded to fit ftill,muft ufc fomc means whereby they may be able to fell as cheap as tbcy ; 
and they in the mean time having got the ftartofthem, being every day able to fell 
cheaper then formerly, fliall thereby inforce others to fell yet cheaper, and lb on per- 
penally, whereby the price of commodity muft of neccflity fall from lime to time, (6 
as all forts of ware muft needs be every day cheaper then other. 

Whereas contrartly, if trading were not increafed remarkably to fbme pcrfons pub- 
I'tkeij-dtfiiHguiJbcd from others, no company of men would be in fo fair a capacity of 
making an advantage by felling ft ill cheaper then others^ fo as though by an incrcafc 
of trade, the price of commodity might fall, (according to what is already in Lib.i. 
Sect. 7. demonft rated, )yet not fo fpccdily and effectually as by this meancs it muft. 

Therefore in this rclpect alio, feeing a fall in the price of commodity, is an advan- 
tage not oncly tothe people in general!, but in many refpects (as I could prove at 
large) unto trade it felfe, it is requifite that this new kind of money fliould be current 
auhefirftonly amongft a few, whereby to inable them, through the quicknefle of 
their tiading,to undcrfell others. 

Neither can this their being able to undcrfell othe rs,by the quicknefle of their tra- 
ding, be any juft ground of exception againft their practice, feeing any pcrfon that 
doth but put out the hwefiag with them, will (by being pub-likely noted for one thac 
is agreed to take this new kind of money,)t hereby multiply his takings thcrein,that is, 
his trading, and confequcntly put himfclf into the fame capacity of underfelling o- 
thcrs, which flag to hangout will not be any trouble or charge worth the namingjand 
therefore {'feeing this new kind of money will yccld the fum it is taken for,wir,hout a- 
ny considerable lofie) he that will not take this court, if others [thereby underfelling 
him] do ingroflc the trade to themfelves, the fault is his own : Thus' in brief, to pre- 
vent an Objection, and fo I refer you to cUc Section following. 

LIB. 
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LIB. II. SECT. V. 

Skiving, Hotp tbtmaine,(and as far as doth appear the 
onely) obftru&ion that otber&ije might hinder the 
fbeedj ^#fl/"A&tf Enter priie,«# hetotaBj removed. 

p" J % /-^\yi Aving already difcovered all the Inconveniences' that are incident 
^Ai&^^M to tliis attempt in cafe it fhould take efreft ? and found them to 



KtSSr^rafcl to «us attempt in caie it mould take ettect ? and tound mem to 
p'-| ^ gjjj be little if at afl confiderable j efpecially, if weighed with the 
K'.'^C^^l Advantages that follow thereupon ; ( in reference chiefly to 
U--'^f§Sj diofe particulars mentioned in die laft Section ,) VVe are 
1 *~'"' "" " now to confider,B>/«r {in probability") is moji like to binder the 
fpeedy ejfeB ofthU Enterprife^and how the fame may be removed} 

Now,if the Loane of Money upon fufficient fecurity.were proffered gratis to all 
fradefmen that would borrow it, though like other money it were fo generally 
current , as being laid out by them, *f would not return unto them again, to the mul- 
tiplying of their trading-, as (according to what is proved in the laft Section) this 
hew kind of money will ; yet there is no queftion, but that more then ten, or 
twenty men fa numbcrfufneient to begin this attempt) would be glad to accept 
of the tearms. 

But the oncly thing remaining to be cleared is, whether this »w»^,being as is 
already intimated, fuch as the generality of the people may poffibly have a pre- 
judice againft ; will become fo far forth Current^ is neceffary for tile carrying 
on of this undertaking. 

Yet considering that theft who borrow of it fay no/ntereft, it fo!lows,that if they 
cannot make it to be taken for Commodity } alt they are I ngagedunto^ is but to re- 
turn it again at the time appointed ; although indeed if it be remembred, that this 
money is fuch as wiS yield toe Value without any confiderable lojfe, though fold to the 
Gold-Smith ; it cannot be doubted, but that all wife Tradefmen^ will take it much 
rather then turne away a Chapman ; though happily many at the firft, may 
not be willing to hang out fucn a Flag or Sig «, as is before mentioned. 

The truth of this cannot be oucftioned, it we do but confidcr how common a 
thing it is, for men to deal each with other, upon the bare Word or Bill of fuch 
as they judge fufficient, and upon this Credited fell for three or fixMtnethi 
time; wherein betides the hazard for wantof f ujjicientfecurity, there is a. lofs 
both to the Buyer and to the Seller * feeing he that Buyes pays for his Commodity fo 
much the more in price^ as if he had paid Interest after the rate of eight pound 
;>/-<^>;f, for the time the mo»^ is forborn, and he dm fells hath for that time 
no profit of his Stock y more dieaif he had put his Money out to Ujuryi which one 
time with another, mu ft needs be lefs then what men generally gain by their 
Trades. 

And 



34- The $\ey of Wealth, oraneMoWay tib.lf. 

And befides,thisk>fs to both parties men by dealing upon Truft,dofo intri- 
cately involve their own Credits and Stocks with other mens, as few do ccruinly 
know what their own Debts and Ejtates arc worth, much lefs wiiat degree of 
fafety or danger there is in trufting others j fo as many thoufands that begin 
with a good Smc*, Ioofcby this means not ouely.the profit but the Principal j 
as is hereafter more fully declared. 

Yet, feeing all Tr&defmen do frequently part with their Ware upon Credit, (I 
fay,) rather then turn aw.ay a Chapman; how much more willingly would they 
take that money for their ware, which though not current by Law, will yield the 
value without anyconfidcrablclofs,if fold to the GoW-Sfl«//». 

In cafe it be objected, that poffibly every man Will fear that he {"hall not meee 
with fuch as will take this money from him again,and consequently no man at all 
will cake it. 

I anfwer, that though any man ihould be fubjeel to this Fwrjyet he wilt judge 
it greater wifdom in him to take it, then to fell his ware upon credit $ became 
that for a need he is able to fell this money to the Gold-fmith, (if he cannot make 
it to be taken,) and yet in the mean time is never the lefs able to rake up ware 
.npon £>«/«>, then if he had fold his own ware upon Credit. 

From hcnce,it may be concluded upon fafcandfolid grounds j thatforas 
much as every man ('though he ihould not know where to put off this money 
for Commodity) would findmuch more reafon to take it, then to fell his ware up^ 
oaCredit, therefore very few fifany atall) would refufe it ; fat lcaft fome 
one or other of moll Trades would take it) and confcquencly.men would be yet 
ihe more willing to take it, becaufe they know where to procure Commodities, 
of all forts for it. 

So that it is now difcovered, how tbit fuppofed prejudice of the people, which 
femes the mainland as far as doth appear the onely obfiruSion, that otherwise might 
hinder thefpeedy effeS of this Enter/rife, if or may be totally removed, viz. by making 
ibit new kind of money (though the people be never fo much prejudiced againft 
it, ) to be of fuch reall value, as may yield the j urn it it taken for, without anyconfide- 
ruble lofl, if (old to the Gold-fmith, for that in this cafe, few (I fay) will refufe 
it. 

Which Expedient mult needs take place the more effectually, the rather for 
thatthc fewer there be, who have made themfelves publickly noted, for fuch as 
arc agreed to take this new kind of monyjhc greater will be their a4vantage t wb.o 
lhall put our the faid Flag or Sign, in multiplying their trading thereby j And 
befides the putting out of the faid Flag or Sign, they may (if they plcaic J caufe 
their Names, Trades, and Places of aboad, to be published in \mnt, that fuch as 
plcaic may know where to fend unto them* both which for that they may be 
done without any confidence trouble, hazard, difficulty, charge, or Incon- 
venience to counter-poife the fame, will be a great inducement unto all rational 
men, to ftrive who lhall be the hrft in this attempt ; fo as this money being cur- 
rent with atlcaftfome of every Trade or Calling, there can be no occafionto 
difpofeofit(Ifay)inany Commodity, but it will be thereby known where 
fuchCommodity may be had for it : Upon which ground,I might again conclude 
amorefulldifcoveryof that which was here to be demortflrated. 

And to make this new kind of money the more current if need require ; thofc 
of this Company may agree to affix unto all their Commodities, a Mtf«expref- 
fing the price at which they are minded to fell the fame ; binding rhcmfclvev 
neither to take lefl, nor ask more then that/v* ce, except paid in this new kind oft. 
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jucy, and to abate two fhillings on the pound of that price, for fo much as they 
fhall be paid in fuch new kind of money, and not otherwife. 

Now in this cafe, if the rate thus affixed upon their Commodities Jx but as 
cheap as others can afford , whereof they abate two fhillings on the pound, if 
paid in this new kind of money ; then itmuft needs follow, that (feeing none can 
afford to fell their Commodities lb cheap as thofc of this Company, and they not 
fo cheap by two fhillings on the pound,as if paid in this new kind of money) thofc 
who have occai-on to buy Commodity, and are willing to obtain it at the beft bandy 
muft of neceffity firft procure fomeof this new kind of money, wherewith to pay 
fer die lame , and may afford to give ready money ,with above ixd.iti the pound 
advance, rather then be without it. 

Thus, if there be but a place and hour of the day appointed, whereby fuch as 
would Exchange of die one fort of money for the other, may meet together-, it is 
evident, that this will invite moft of thofe whohaveanyoccafiontobuyCwM- 
modity, (whofc number is never fmall) to attend at the laid time and place ao- 
pointcd, and there to proffer of die ordinary fort of money for this new kind of mo- 
ney, and that with fome advance, if it cannot be otherwife obtained, as fhall 
be more fully cleared hereafter. And confccjucnrly if this courfe be taken, it will 
be no more difficulty to procure of the one lbrt of 'money for die other, then it is 
to get half a crown exchanged for t*o fallings and a fix-pence j in which refpe-ft 
it is manifeft, that all wife men, will take the onefort of money as freely as the other. 
Thcreforel conclude, that it is fufficiently demonftrated , how die fuppofcJ 
prejudice of the people againft this new kind of money t which is the main t (and as far 
as doth appear the only ioiflru3ioa t that otherwife might binder the fpeedy effeB of this 
enterprifejptay b* totally) rnmvtd i which was the thing in this place CO 1>e d iicoj 
vcred. 
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Shewing ( in order to the unfolding of the aforefaidPaTSL- 
bie) theoneiy (feajtble) means whereby both to revive 
and multiply the decayed Trade and Riches of this 
Land, 

"i O the end this Enterprife might appear to be of fuch impor- 
>' tancc, as indeed it is; I have in the former part of this Trea- 
\ rife premifcdfcveral things, ncccfTaryiobefuggcfted, and 
\ fcrioufly pondered by way of preparation, to thcdilcovc- 
i ry thereof. And therefore if any who perufing the fame, 
', fnould turn firfttothisplacei fuppofing to find therein 
J the fum of all chat clfe-wherc is dilcufTed , and fo intend to 
lave -thcmfelvcs a labour of reading &s precedent or fubfe- 
quent parts thereof ;I carncftly defirc fuch pcrfbns to fpare the pains of reading 
any part of this Pifcourfe at all. For thisTreatife being as it were a difcoveryof 
a ne» ^rtjcannut chufe but require(as all other arts at the firfl learning of them 
do,) more pains to the clear understanding thereof , then that of once reading 
it over , and therefore much more then the viewing of fome few parts or par- 
cels here and there difordcrly : So as I am certain the firft reading of it , can at 
die mod: but prepare men tor a more dear understanding thereof, upon the fi> 
cond and third -perufal. 

He therefore,who fhall think it too great a taske to read this Treatife twice or 
thrice over, forgaining the knowledge of that An thereby to live comfortably in. 
the#orldi (for that I am certain it doth ctfe&ually difcovcr) may (as I laid) 
reft contented as he is. 

In the mean time, if any doubt whether their hhoi in thus doing may be Jolt, 
I acknowledge it is impoffib]e,tha't men fhould be freed from mis doubt 9 except 
they would be perfwaded to run ttist hazard 3 which at the worft can but prove 
lb much toft labour. 

Certain it is. that the Paynes (befides other things) which the deviling andpub- 
lifting of a work of this nature doth neccffarily require, cannot chufe but be 
much beyond fuch labour of reading thereof, which being done, will (affuredly) 
render much more then a proportionable, recom pence. 

And therefore (not to detain you longer) I proceed {In order. to the unfolding 
of the at or ef aid Parable^) to \hea the only feafible means s whereby both to revive and 
multiply the decayed Trade and Riches of this Land. 

Now confidcring, mat if Tradefmen (hould be forced to defray the Charges 
of Eamily-P ro vi fion, Kent, and other things in the Commodities properly be- 
longing 
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longing to their own ProfeCEion, (thztisxhcShoemsker in Shoes , the Hsbier* 
dajher in Z/jtftt , and tbc like,) it muft needs produce many great inconvenien- 
ce?, (tliey being to pay die fame to thofc perhaps chat have no need of fuch Com- 
modities) it foilowcs that fuch exchange of one Commodity for another , can- 
not be ordinarily and frequently done, without the mediation of fome other 
thing, which bcingdw/tfr</inftcad of the goods parted with, ought tobeajtrm 
and real Security to the Receiver* for obtaining other goods of like or greater va- 
luc,upon the Credit of fuch Security, 

And thercisnodoubr, but that theducconficbrarionofthi*, ( together with 
mens daily cxpcricnccof the neceffity thereof,,) did occafion atfirft thatexccl- 
lent Expedient of a general and joynt Agreement(mentioned Lib. i . SeB. 3 ,) to 
put a certain value or cftimation upon mettalls, ( out of vihich,money ozcoyne is 
formed,) and accordingly to accept thercof,which othcrwifc is of no worth., in- 
ftead of (uchfirm Securitybcforc fpecificd. 

Soasitistobeobfcrvcdjthatthercisnotatallanytrueworth (I fiy) in the 
bed money or mettall that this Earth can afford, further then as by htinggenerah 
iy accepted for things of real value, it gives to him that Co accepts thereof, fecurity 
for obtaining fome other Commodity of like or greater value $ feeing other* 
wife (I fay^Tuchmrtt*// would be of no advantage to the owner. 

Hereby, that which I-notcd before in the place laft cited is manifest, namelyj 
chat money, U given to men for their Commodities, upon no other accomp crhen 
as an Evidence or Tejh'mony (that is as it were a Token or Ticket) tofigtti- 
fie how far forth, other men are indebted for, andingagedto recommence the fruits of 
their Labors or pojseffions ly Commodities of fome other hind t infieadoftbofe that for 
fuch money they parted with. 

And from hence it is evident, that it matters can pofiibly be ordered Co, as any 
thin% clfe befides money , ( whatfoever it be 3 ) may give as good fecurrtyto the 
poflcflbr, for obtaining Commodities thereupon at pleafure, as io much ready 
money would do (the lame being both as difficult to counterfeit, and as eafie to 
transfer from one to another) it muft nccdcs)giving I fay as goodfecurity 3 S£c.) be 
in all rcfpeSsM good as money. 

Nowitbcingc!car,by whathathbcendemonftrated,ii^.r.5/fr.3. St 4.That 
without a greater fale of Commodity, there cannot be a greater Trade .That with- 
out men; receiving a greater quantity, cither of Money or Credit, (Commodity 
not foiling in price) there cannot be a greater fale of Commodity amongft them* 
That without increasing the quantity or Current, either of Money ot Credit ,meo 
cannot receive a greater quantity thereof in the fame time. 

And it being evident, Tliat in any place where there is no Mynes of Silver ot 
Gold, it is not cjfie to increafe the quantity or C«rr«tf .either of Money or Credit^ 
■upon alloccafions to any proportion needful , and that befides Money there is 
nothing except GW/^upon which men can" frequently Sc conveniently fell thcic 
Commodities :. It muft follow, that as the cafe now ftands with us,thc only feafible 
means, whereby both to receive and multiply the decayed Trade of this Land, is by iff 
creafw^ amongfi Tf adef men fome frm andlcmwn Credit or Security , equal to that 
ef the Chamber of London, Bankeof Amftcrdam,wtf/gr Bills of Exchange, whicb 
Bein* given in written or printed Evidences , may be pt to transfer from hand to 
Whereby :!ie multiplication thereof throughout the Land, may produce the 
fame effect inorder to the Increafe of Trade,?* the increafe of fo much Money 
amongft them would do. 
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And this die rather for that (as is clear by what hath been already dcmonllar- 
ecd Lib, I ,Se B* 4.)wtf»<y,though it (hould never fo much encrcai'e amongft us at 
this timc,yetcitncr the fears ofw^rf though they were groundIcs,)or tiic prefent 
deadnefsof Trading, would occafion it to be hoarded up, even as fafl. (perhaps) as 
It (hould fo increaic to the great obftruttion of its revolution,through the hands 
olTradefmen\ which will not at all hinder the quick current of filch BiBspt evi- 
dences as arc before mentioned ; whereby Trade being once revived, it (hall both 
incourage and nccefliute as quick a revolution otmonty as of fuch Bilts i and this 
not without a great Inereefe in the quantity of BvHogne brought from other 
partr, as (hall hereafter be (hewed. 

Therefore fecingfas I noted bcfore)an objection againft the ufe of that means 
without which any cntcrprifc cannot be effected, dothbyconlequenccargue, 
as ftrongly againft all endeavours for attempting that cntcrprifc j it followes 
that nothing can be allcaged againft the multiplying of fuch zfirmandknoan 
credit amongft a people, n>hcfe trade u at prefent dead ; but what muft carry a fuffi- 
■cient weight againkany endeavour, of reviving their decayed Trade ; which as 
I have already proved no earthly Inconvenience is able to Counter-poifc. 

I (ay therefore, that if matters can by any means be ordered fo, as thefc 
Bit's or Evidences, may givc&sgood and firm fecurity to the pojjefjors, for obtaining 
Commodities thereupon at pleasure ', as fo much ready money would dc,( or for ob- 
taining ready money if need require as any Bills of Exchange) and be made as diffi- 
cult to Counterfeit And as tffy to transfer from one -to znother^as money, (all which 
I (hall hereafter demonftrate) they muft needs be in all refpec^s near 3 if nor alto- 
gether as good as money ; And confcqucntly (in order to the unfolding of the 
aforefaid Parable) will prove the onelyfeafible means uberely to revive and multi- 
ply i he detayed Trade and Rsches oftbit Land% which was the thing here to he di& 
covered, 



LIB-' ui. SECT, ii< 

"Hissing, The Excellency of 'the aforefaid Meant s of im- 
proving of Trade, bj comparing the fame mtb the sriint' 
r>»4?o/Trading ) upon private Credit. 




hazard then the latter,as I could prove at large. 

Andconfidering, that notwithftanding the fo many and great Inconvenicn- 
m&iTndixg upon fucb/riwte credit, fo long experienced by men of aU trsdn 

and 
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and Natioa% it ftill continues fo common a thing amongft them, to make ule 
o£ their o&n words and credits j inftead. of money, tor transferring goods to and 
from one anodier, (though not conftrained by Law thercunto.)Thisconftant 
practice of it,by the moft wary, skilful and prudent men, is an undoubted ar- 
gument, that all the aforcfaid Inconveniences put together, do not fully out- 
weigh iheCommodity and ncceflity thereof. 

For it is in diis cale, as with Merchants adventuring beyond Sea,who though 
fometimes divers of them lofc their whole Ejfates, and perhaps much more, by 
furprizalorShipwrack ; yet if there were not one time with another,more got 
then loft by fuch adventures, we might confidently conclude, that none would 
inter* meddle therewith at all, much Jcfs would any take ib (mall a matter in the 
hundrcd,for infurancc. 

This way therefore of trading upon private credit,bcing the main hinge,upoa 
which the much greater part ofwiWYjis returned in moft places of the •wr/a', is 
in fuch fort ufeful to us here in England, as if it fliould be left without intro- 
ducing fome other way inftead thereof, muft needs occafion our already decay- 
ed Trade, to be yet much worfc then it is . 

Now, having in the fore-going Section, given fome light to the difcovcry of* 
that other way ; it will not be armfs here, to rticw the excellency thereof, by a 
companion of it, with the aforcfaid ordinary way of dealing upon private 
Credit. 

In reference whercunto it cannot be denyed, but that this ufual way of Tra- 
ding on privateC«(AV,is through mens loffcs by defperat debts, a far greater pre- 
judice to the generality of men, then the payment oitaxes, excife, and all other 
afjrff meats; Seeing it appears by frequent experience, that not one Tradefman of 
any considerable dealing amongft an hundred,couldcver with his beft difcretioa 
prevent the danger of fome confiderablc lofs firftorlaft, by this means occafi- 
oncd. 

Whereas, ifit could be devifed how all fuchCredit which men fhallneedto 
inter-mcddlc with,in a way of trade, might be made as fure and firm, as that (I 
tiy)o£ the Chamber of London, Bank of Amfierdam, or any Sills of Exchange 
(which how to cffccljl doubt not to difcover,)certainly men would not look up- 
on fuch hazzard.asatall confiderablc. 

And though it be ordinary/or men to cftcemc of money much before the Biffs 
or Bonds of iuch whole Credit is not good 5 yet it is no unufual thing for them, 
to part even with ready money, in hopes of a fmall profit of Intereft, upon thofe 
private Bonds of particular pcrfons, to which the Suretieszre efieemed 'fvjfcfcut, 
accompting themfclves in this refpedt, not prejudiced but advantaged, by accept- 
in" of fuch Bonds inftead of money, and confcquently wouldmuch rather .accept 
ofthem inftead of Commodity in a way of Trade, if the Security thereof were 
known. 

Yct,if it beconfidcrcdjthat fuch private Bonds cannot do die fcrvicc of ready mo- 
ney by being generally accepted ior Commodity, though never fo good a bargain 
te proffered; becaufethc/«'.Wry for making them good is not puttickly known 
fthe rather for that the party who makes fuch proffer, knows- not where to fi nd 
one,to take them of him again for t»2dyjnoMey,or {uchCommodity as he (lands in. 
prefent need of j;it foIIows,that in cafe thefteurftj for making chem good,enhex 

in 
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in money or Commodity \ fhall appeare not oncly Jirmeandfuffcient , but as fubliquely 
ir.d generally iisoivnc as the laid Chamber of London, &c. It muft needs be much morC 
acceptable to all wife men in lieu either of money or Commodity, then othenvife ; there* 
fore much above the ufuall way, of trading upon the Credit of private pcrlons. 

Again,7*fo ordinary way of dealing upon Credit here inEngland,being to take mens jvordtr 
promife for the debt-jzeomts to paffe , that though a man hath fold never Co much 
Commodity upon Credit , yet he cannot upon fuch word or promife goe and re-5urnifh 
hicaCclf with new commodity y without ingaging hisowncftatetopaythe debt, (asm 
Flanders, uponthe Bills each of othcr,co the great Improvement of their Trade they u> 
fuallydo.) 

Which incovenience, if it be not remedied here in England, it muft needs come to 
pafle, that though credit fhould be encreafed never fomnch amongft us, ( and that up- 
on the mod fecure terms that are confident with things on earth)ya men could not af- 
ford to fell more commodity upon (uch credit, then one year with another they receive 
ready money for-, becaufe in this caIe,look how much ware is parted with, and is not a; 
one time or other paid for in money, is totally loft. 

So as if it happen that any conndcrable quantity of money be hoarded up, our trade 
for want of the revolution offo much money in the ycarc, as formerly muft needs be 
ohftru£cd proportionably j notwithstanding fuch multiplied credit : And oftentimes 
:: happens, that the generality of men faiie of being able to pay their debts, at the time 
appointed (and thereby lofe their credit) by reafonoffomefuddain obftru&ion in 
the revolution of moneys: So that trading on credit (if it be not otherwife ordered then 
now it is, ) cannot but be deftroyed, Cand by that means trade alio) if the enrrem of 
zzsney be not maintained amongft us-, which current of money (I fay) is prevented ufu- 
2ijy either by deadneffe of trading, whereby men find nopreft,ox fear of roar, whereby 
chey find no fafety in laying out rhcir moneys, from neither of which we in this Nati- 
on, as things now ftand,can expect to be fuddainly freed, except by fomefuch means 
as is here propofedj which by the blefling of God doth tend effectually to both. 

Tofummc up all therefore in few words, Seeing for that roe cannot incre&fe money at 
fletfurt to any quantity needfully we have nofeaftble- means whereby to quicken Trade , {as I 
faid before) but by multiplying afimc and knowne credit amengfl Tradefmen } fitto tranfmit 
from hand to band. 

That all the worth of money it felfc, confifts in being as it were a token or 
Ticket for obtaining goods at pleafurc, which otherwife would be of no advantage to 
;hc owner. 

That though Sills and Bonds, if the fecurity for payment of them be not good , arc 
flighted in compatifon of money s yet if fuch fecurity be made unqucftionable , they 
itc fofarre forth eftecmed, as that men (I fay J part even with money it felfc upon 
fuch fecurity. 

Tha: there is nothing can be named wherein credit comes ihorc of money, but In one 
of the three refpefts before infifted ort ; w*.Thatthc/«*rrt7 it gives, is either net fo 
gad, or not fo well known, or net foeafie to be trmfmitted to other s 3 all which by the uie 
of fuch Bills, as are before mentioned, will be prevented. 

hereupon at laft,I reduced all my di verfity of thoughts unto this firm conclufion , 
That ifthcmutuaH <£««?«»* of mcn,could by any lawfull means be made effectual!, 
for laying a Foandation,[_as I faid before] of the beft and moft known fecurity that 
ihings on earth arc capable of} no whit inferiour to that of the Chamber of London , 
SankcefAmflcrdam, or any Bills of Exchange; which given in fetch printed Evidences , 
might like money be transferred from one to another . 
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And that Come way vjck found, whereby fitch to whom-thefe "S/ils a> e pnffind, t/.ay be 
(pxblod/tssafiiytodifcover any counterfeit , as they can arty clipped or counter jetted ctyuitt 
ofrr.sr.cy. 

It would beyond all controverfic, not oncly tend effectually to incrc;[fc£tven to the 
utmoft degree pofliblO the Tra^c of thole that fhould make uft thereof, but much ex- 
ceed in all the atorcfaid particulars, that kind of flender credit, upon which men \\ fay) 
do frequently tranfmit confiderable proportions of their Eftates one to another (. to 
the utter undoing cf many thoufands that begin with a great ftock ) And in all the 
three afjrcfaid particulars, be necr, if not altogether equivalent to meney itfelfe, and 
indeed prove both to the common-wealth ingenerall; and cfpecially to the perrons that 
deile therein, a far more ejfUlnall means for improving of Trade, tbenfo much ready mo- 
sey-, £ which I fay men are apt to hoard up] And that therefore the means thereunto is 
not to be flighted, but incouraged. 

All which things, in order to the diicovcry of the Excellency of this means for im- 
provement of Trade, by a comparifon thereor,with the ordinary way of tradng upon 
private credit; were thought'neccflJry to be here inferred , which was the thing here 
undertaken. 

LIB. III. SECT. III. 

Shewing, That the means ]a& propounded for improvement 
of Trade; will come to one and the fame effect, with that 
which was mentioned in the aforefaid Taxable. 



k^,;,.:^-;| Aving in the fecond book difciifTed what the fcvcrall advantages would 
\% H ; '/S \kt- be,'« cafe a Mine of 'Gold dtfcvvendtn this Land \wererefignednp to ihedif- 
{-■'I ^7T! <$ p»fe of fuch&fhoutd become ingagediry Bond,toreflorcwith!n fix monetht 
\>l 1% .ij^j war ning^ both the ufe and pojfefston thereof; efpeciatly if marers were orde- 
l&^&& fc-.3 rfdfo as the (aid Gold, might not be generally current at thi firft, nor ever at 
nil acceptable to be hoarded up. 

Wearcnowtocoi'udcrjWhetherthe/rwZMflcoffuch Bills as are already men* 
tloned, would not be altogether as great an advantage to *he Borrowers , and to Trade 
in ecnerall, as if the famewercfuch Gold. In cafe that firjffecnrttyequafl^ Ifay 3" that 
tf the Chamber of London,&c were given to make them good m monty within fix monetht 
after t'»e demanding thereof; and, that jecundly there were a way found whereby any Bill , ci- 
ther counterfeit or added to the number ', for wh-ch there is fecurity given,might be difcovc* 
red, at reply as clipped or counterfeit coyn in receiving of 'money. 

Now,that fuch tills as are already mentioned would not at the fir&,be fo generally 
current, as our oid inary fort of 'money, nor yet at all acceptable to be horadid up by any, 
doth of it ftli'c fufficicntiyappcarc; Whereby £as is demoftnratcd lib. a. SccJ.a. 3 they 
jnuft needs prove a far more effectual means for multiplying the Trade of all thofc that 
deal therein, then if it were othcrwaies. 

But the chief queflion is-, whether they would become fo far forth current, as the 
aforc&idCoV would have been: For it was demonftrated ££fi. s. SeCf 5v;3 That if 
GtfWwcredifpcrfcdamongitmcn.orany Mettallof fuch reall value as f_ chough not- 
jcurrcot by Law, aor acceptable to be bearded up by any] would yield the money it is 
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:akcn for, without any confiderableloffe, if (old to the GeJdfwitlr. In this cafc, (6c* 
caul's there could be no great hazard in taking ir, whether it were current at all or no ) 
cherefbre no wife man but would take uynuch rather then continue the pra£ifc( which 
:s To very common) of felling his ware upon truft> and consequently it would become 
£u£icicntly current for the carrying on or this Attempt, cfpccially if this Company fel- 
ling their Ware cheaper by 2.s. on the pound then ordinary, when paid in this Gold, 
3.r.& not othcrwaics; it mould thereby come to paffe, that Commodity could not be 
had at the beft hand without it. 

Nowj'co prove that theft Bills would be altogether as current as fuch %old , let it be 
confidered.thacmenus is declared in the precedent Section) do not (pare to part c- 
venwith^oWitfelfCjOrany money whatfoevcr, upon Sills, Bends, or fuch like , in 
cifc the feenrity for making them good be fufficient; So,as if there be any means where- 
by to fettle a feenrity cquall to what is already expreffed, and to prevent the counter fci- 
ting and multiplying of fuch £//& as {hall be given out upon fuch feeurtty , theft .Bills 
muft needs (in refpeft of their fecttrity) prove equivalent to Mcttal of as rcall value , I 
fay, as any which the Goldfmith will give ready money for. 

And from hence it is evidenr, that if fuch feeurtty be given to make good theft 3/j8!r 
in ready money, within fix moneths after the demanding thereof; in this cafe, though no 
iw.w/? fliould be allowed for that fix moneths time, yet thofe that put their money 
out to Uptry (rcprefented by the Goldfmhh ) will upon fuchfeturity advance ready mo- 
ney for theft Bitlsjn cafe they be allowed &rebattmcnteflntereffforJixmonetbs i vthkU 
chough reckoned to ten per centum, amounts but to 1 a.d. in the pound. 

Now,if men fliould rcfufe to take theft £t£r for commodity, at a .higher rate then 
19. s. in the pound, yet feeing thofe that put their moneys out to Jnterep will give as 
much and more for them atany time inready money,thcy iaight(I fay)in this cafe have 
ready ?:wtcj for tb:m,witbout any h(fc at all; and this muft needs make them prove to 
all rhofcthatdcale therein, as good as any Mettal which fold to the Goldfmith would ieeld 
the money it is taken for, without any loffe at all; Confcquently, as far forth current as any 
fuch mcttal before ipoken of would be. -yi^-Abundantly furficicnt forthe carrying on 
of this Enterprift^ cfpccially (I fcty) if this Company (ftlling their commodities above 
2.s. on thepoundchcapcrthen ordinary, when paid in.thcft "/?/&) it fliould thereby 
come to paffe, that commodities could not be had at the bed hand without them, the 
Confequcncc of which fhall be declared hereafter. 

Therefore I conclude, that the free loan of thefe BiUs ( the ftcuriiy being fuch as is 
formerly declared) would be altogether as great an advantage to the borrowings if the 
fame were fuch gold as is already mentioned, concerning v/riichfccuntyt ihall in the 
next Section demonftratc thefufliciency of it. 

Inthemeanctimc, ifitbequeftioncdwhcthcrthcfc^/'.niaynbtDe counterfeited, 
s>r rather whether thofe who arc intruded therein, may not add 'to 'the number tor 
which there is fuch fecumy givcn 5 1 fay in this caft, as before concerning the {aid' 
gold, Let it be admitted, (for how much foevcr fcemingly impoflible it fliall be fully 
midc good) that there were a way found whereby not any perfon whatfoevcr, (.though itn~ 
ployed cr intrufied in or about the printing or making of them) could any waiet adde to the 
number for which there U fuch fecurity given,[_much le(fe counterfeit any, but even thofe 
who- are to receive fuch gill, might cafily difcover the fame not to be within the f aid number^ 
yea£I iay]morc cafily then they can clipped or counterfeit coyn in receiving therof; 
And if what I fay in this particular be efteemed impoflible to be done 5 men may for- 
bcarc to.intcrmeddle in this Undertaking, untill the truth thereof be demonstrated, un- 
to them for their full fatisfa&ion: 

o^'cABut debts cannot be made over to others without Alignments as money may: 

Anfw % 
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— ' a,i\-x. ii LuU.fi Us be made payable not co this or that man by name, but ondyin 

genenll to the bearer thereof* (except fecurity be profcred to prove he hath no right 

. thereuOand withall, he that accepts of them be required to give a full discharge co him 
°* of whom he receives them,(depending for his iatisf action upon the (aid company )then 
[by the Lots of this ZW] he can recover nothing from the perfon of whom he recei- 
ved them, and yet [ though he have no Assignment 3 may infofce the Company co 

, make them good upon producing of the Bills, becaufc they have foingaged them- 

. fclvesi fo as there kerns co be no neceflicy of Alignments. 

. And again, [though as matters might be oidercd , fuch alignments may be made 

. as little troublcibme as receipts upon the payment of money] yet I doubt not but the 

j Parliament [upon addreffe by way of Petition 3 would makean Aff 9 for the remo- 
ving of any ebjlruftionxb&i might hinder the fucceflcfull effect of this Undertaking, the 

8 pra&ife thereof being fo unqucft ionably lawful in rcfpicl of the Law of God, and fro- 

r /wWnothc Common- wealch. 

objrtf. But fuch Sills cannot be divided into fmall parcclls, to the value of {hillings 

* crt JixfenctSy as occafion may require. 

I W;i/».No more can gold, yet there is fitver enough co fcrve for exchange up- 

1 on all occasions as are nccdfull 5 neither can this prove any greater an inconvenience 
tb< n is incident co ihofc Bdls i which [as 1 noc:d before] they ufc in Flanders in a way 

I of Trade. 

Yet [when opportunity fcrves 3 Iwalldifcoveraway, how any onCmay calce up 
ware of feverall Tradefmen, to the value of two or three {hillings, or Icfle, upon one 
and che fame sill 1 and how this may be done with «fc, and as much fecurity , as if 

1 the fame were paid for in money. 

qI'yS. But thefe Kills will not becurrcnt beyond Sea f 

Anfw. It is fo much che better, for the exporting of aw***, or that which goeth for 
fuch, is fo great a prejudice to *r*&, as all States do general ly ufe their beft endeavours 
10 prevent the fame-, for as we fee by experience the late exporting of g old, hath been 
no fnull prejudice en England: Yec they pafllng cuiremly here, will procure fuch 
Commodity t as being exported beyond .Sea, will be never the leffe worth for being 
bought with thofe "Sills* 

All which when difcovered, icwill follow*, that the means lap propounded for im- 
provement of Trade [being placed upon Cuch Jecurity as aforcfaid]*^ come to one and the 
fame cjfeel mtb that which was mentioned im the njorejatd farahle: Which was the thing 
hereto be demonftrated. 

Now, as to thofe particulars left uncleared in this Section, or dfc where, I wilh I 
may fee as grcata forw irdne He among ft men to further this defign,as I ftial be wil* 
ling[upon obfcrvation-thereoO-o difcovcr at large, what may give them full content. 
When oheiwift w do M this time would coft much pains, and yet perhaps prove 
fiuulcflca 
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LIB. ML ^6C7*.IV. 

Shewing, Horp the a forefaid means for increafe of Trade, 014? 
& efiUually accomplijhed by an agreement ,amongfl fome few 
Tradefmen 0/ t\ntr»ne andfufficient credit. 

w^^S^'T"* Hac B///j or "Sands, if chc fecurity for making thcfli good, wtrc no whit 

4'4"-^ ; "' 7 ^ infcrioiir to that of the Chamber of London , Bank of Amfierdam , or 
% %>}i S^Wu any which on earth can be given, would be much more acceptable in 
i j 1 j a way of 7Wt to all wife men, then the ordinary manner of dealing 
£;>-~T%V?j u P on Truiljmuft needs be granted by fuch as have duly weighed the 
w.^-v. *** many confiderations,already fuggefted to that effect. 

I friaU therefore in the firftplace,fliew how £jr *&.«£'?«»«« of a few Tradefmen of 
kwwne and fuffieitnt credtt^a feeuritic for making good fuch Bits as they themfeives foal I 
borrow each of other ^ may be made eqttall to that which was formerly required of the fold 
undertaker s t for making good the gold of the fetid UHine^ and then (ball make it appcare, 
that fuch fecuriry will be as good and fufficicnt as any which on earth can be given , 
which if it prove fo to bc ? ic will fully demonftrate how the aforefaid meanes for in- 
creafe of Trade, may be effectually accomplished by an agreement of fome few 
Tradefmen of knownc and fufficicnt credit, which is the thing here to be disco- 
vered. 

Admit therefore that fcverall Tradefmen of knowne and fufficicnt credit , do caufe 
2 certain number of Bills to be printed , and putting a value upon them , as fuppofe 
ten pound the piece, do lend the faid Bills each to other, upon no leffe fecurity then if 
the fame were fo much ready money, or gold out of the laid Mine, and bind them- 
feives joyr.:'.y to make good the fame according to the termes following, viz. 

That tf-Zj it gage thtmfeives upon delivering in »f the faid Bills, to an office appointed for 
that p'(rpofe i (fiy thofe that have accepted of them for ware t or by ivhomfetver) to give a 
a Bond for payment of them in money within ftx moneths. . 

That a Ticket exprefsing the totallfum of the Bills^fo brought in to the faid office in a 
moneths (J>ace, [the totallfum of eazhmonethbc'ng put diflinftlyly itfelfe"] be by an offi- 
cer appointed fer that pur pofc^fent to the dwelling hottfes of the fcverall Members of the 
faid Company. 

Thateachof the faid Members be bound to take notice thereof , and within four moneths 
^tfter the date of the faid Ticket^ to pay in to the faid office^ fo much in money as his propor- 
tion for that monexh doth amount unto.:, in lieu of which ,/« is immediately fo receive as 
much in Bills t as w as fo brought in to the fold Ofpce.U be made good in money. 

And to she end, that *j few of the faid silt may be brought in to the fosdQSicc as pafii- 
b.'c i the faid Company having affixed a note to their commodities y tn manner as is already di- 
rected, exprefing the price thereof^that they bind themfeives upon a certain penaltie, not to 
take leffe then that price if paid in money -Just to abate a.s. in the pound thereof \if paid in 
Bills. 

Now, not to detaine you hetc with other things leffe confidtrablc /hough meet to 
be agreed on by the faid Company, 

D^edbyGoOQlfhis 
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This Ingagcmcnt for making good thefe Bills, is in effect the fame with thai, 
which was formerly required off the laid Undertakers, for making good the gold of 
the faid M ine, as will-appear by comparing clicm together, which was the firft thing 
thing here to be difcovcrcd. 

And in order to the proofe of the ftcond particular, [via. That this fecurity is as 
good as any which on earth can he given. } 

I fay , that if a Company of Infurcrs [being proffered one per centum for Insu- 
rance of the Sills folcntl be permitted to have a Negative voice in the Loaneo£ 
thofe billSi It rooft needs follow, that they as well as the faid company, will do their 
utmoft endeavour to take fufficicnt fecurity , from each one that borrows of theft 
Bills; becaufc by infuring the fame", their own eftatcs lie at ftakc, to make good 
that which the Principal! and Sureties cannor. 

Now, feeing if the faid Infurcrs do take care, that each particular member of this 
Company \dopttt in fufficicnt fecurit j to make goad his own proportion, they need not In- 
curre a liazatd greater then that which the faid Companies belonging to the faid fc- 
vterall Halls at London, do incurrc by lending moneys to young beginners , mecrly 
to do them a courtcfie, who without doubt are wife enough to order matters fo , as 
not to lofc one per Cone time with another thereby;it follows, that the faid Infurcrs 
and Undertakers, may ifthey be carefull,make the faid one percent, to be more then 
fufficicnt, to defray onetime with another the loffes incident to the Loane of theft 
bills; which,if at any time it do not,then feeing the whole Company of Infurcrs are 
bound to make good the reft of the loiTe [which cannot be much "} out of their own e- 
ftatcs , it muft needs make them fo much the more carcfull, to take good fecurity of 
each Member that borrows of the faid Bills. 

And considering, that both thefc Infurcrs and Undertakers, arc all fubjc£ to the 
Law of the Land, to imagine that they would [as I may fay T be fo free and pro- 
digal! of the loan of thefe Bills, as not to take competent fecurity from each one thac 
borrows of the fame, [when I fay they may as well prefcrvc thcmfclves from dan- 
ger therein, as the faid fcverall Companies in lending moneys gratis ] is to fuppoft 
that men arc generally fo void of underftanding,as to ncglecl the doing of that which 
i&both pofSble and practicable, when the fafety of their whole eftatcs depend there- 
upon. 

On she other fide,grant that the faid Infurcrs and Undcrtakcrs,(bcing fubject I fay 
co the Lav/, for the recovery of thefc debts} be but fo far forth carefull in taking fuf- 
ficicnt fecurity, as about oncper C. may defray the charges of Infurancc, and confe- 
quently more then defray one time with another, the loflcs incident to the loan of 
:hc faid bills; then the faid Company of Infurcrs fecuring the faid Undertakers with 
Eheh whole eftatcs [if it prove otherwifc] there can fcarcc in this cafe be any appea- 
rance of danger, incident to the faid Undertakers; and how much lcffc to thofe that 
accept of thefe Bills, according to the terms propofed, who cannot fail of obtaining 
choft terms, except not oncly the whole Company of Infurcrs, but alfo the whole 
Company of Undcrtakcrs,and not they alone, but all their furcties do at once become 
unable to perform the terms propofed; and how this fliould happen without fomc gc- 
ncrall confufion, by furprifall of an enemy, or fuch like cannot be imagined , to the 
danger of which the feenrity of the Chamber of London, sank of Amflerdam , or mens 
trading on credit without theft Bills, is no lcffc liable. 

Por, if the generality of the members of this Company, have been cauftd each mat. 
for hiwfelfi, to put in good and fufficitut feemtj for the Bills fo borrowed [the contrary 
co which muft not be granted} it is riot the failing of fome few, that can make 
the lofTc fo confidcrablcj as that the cftates of all thefc able and fufficient men , coge- 
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thcr with their fureties, befidcs rhc eftatcs of all the Infurcrs [which muft. be fuppo- 
fed alio to the generally very abIe3(hould not much more then countervail fuch lofTe; 
neither can it be imagined, that thofc few can both in themfelvcs and fureties fail fo, 
as net :o be able to make good, the moft part of what was fb borrowed. 

All which confidcred, I may confidently conclude, that thitfuurtty, as matters may 
be ordered^ ml not be any whit infer iour to that of the Chamber of London , Bank of 
Arr.iterdam,«*<Mij! tphtchonearthcaifpoffiblyhegiven,ythichvt3,s the fecond thing to 
be proved. 

And thus much may ferve to difcover, how the afore/aid means for inereafe of Trade,. 
may be effectually accompli (bed, by an agreement amottgjt fame few trade/men, of faonn and 
fufficient credit. 



LIB. III. SECT.V. 

Shewing, That although this enterprife being attempted, 
(houldnot fuddamly take effedt, yet the damage in con- 
tinuing the praltife thereof , mould not be conjidera- 
ble. 

Il^gr'-^f't Aving layed down in the laft Se&ion, a way how fufficient fecurity may 
£]| pr' : t j^ji be given, for making good of the aforefaid Bills, either in money at 
i^l'spi ivi! theendofthefixmoneths, or in commodity,, at a cheaper rate by 2, 

,"!— £ I s.on the pound, then for money can be procured , and all this to the 
1^^-^oy l enc j t j ]K jhe ^ Bills being cftablifhed upon fuch firm fecurity, might 
(going about currently for commodity in the place of money) not onely prevent the 
trouble of making them good in money, but tend to the abundant multiplication of 
the trade of all thofc that deal therein. 

Let us now confider,n»&« the damage in cominmngthe fraffifc of this enterprife mould 
bejn cafe being attempted , it fbould not take effect fo , as to occafton that thefe mils jhottld 
become any tvafes currant. 

In order to which, it is to be confidcred,. that the members of this Cwwprfw^havmg 
received fuch proportion of the faid Bills, as they have putin fecurity to make good, 
according to the terms propofed , if they cannot make tnem to be taken for Gommo- 
dity^in this cafe, the prejudice onely is, that they have loft their labour in troubling 
thcmfelycs fo far, as to attempt the fetting of this enterprife on foot. 

If having found out fuch as arc willing to deal with them upon this Credit^the did 
members or any of them have received Commodity, and parted with their Bills , to 
thofc that ban?; them in to the faid Office, to be made good in money., according oc 
agreement; yet in regard the Company have taken fix moncths time for the payment 
of them, and fufficient feenrity from each particular perfon, to make good his owne 
fliarc, it is no snore.thcn having thus C as it were] taken up Commodity upon truft 
in Company with others, they mull procure money in due time for the- payment of 
the debt. 
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If any ofthofc that have received thcfc Bills for their Commodity, fliall bring 
them co any of this Company, and lay them out in Commodity again, fo as they go 
about for any time in ftcad of money ,thcn feeing this Company do not give Bond to 
make good thefe Bills in money, uncill the delivering of them in to the laid Office, 
and f:om that time take fix moncths for payment of them , it follows that fo long as 
any of them ihal go about for CommodityQas in this cafe they are immediately made 
good to the Creditor,bybeing acceprcd for Commodity in the placcof fo much mo- 
ney,fo] the debt other wife due in money, is during the time of theirgoing about 
forborn. 

For that the faid fix moneths doth not commence, untill the exchanging of them 
at the faid Office for bonds, which ifthiscourfe take effect, will, as to the moil of 
them never be required, as by the fcquell doth appear. 

If it happen, that fome of this Company having got their Bills to be taken for 
ware, fuch bills are immediately brought in to the faid Office, to be made good in 
money, when others of the fame Company having their Bills (till in their hands,can- 
not procure Commodity upon them, and are yet notwithstanding to pay their pro- 
portion towards the making good cf thofe that are lo brought in; In this cafe, if they 
want ready money, it is but felling their Bills to thofe that put their moneys out to 
ufe, and upon rebrttcmentoflncercft they may have money in hand, either to buy 
commodity, or pay any debt as they have occafion: For it cannot be denied, but if 
this undertaking be ever like to come to any thing, the fecurity muft be fuch as thofe 
who put moneys out to inrereft may be willing co accept, which £1 fay "} will be no 
hard matter to bring to p-fTa. 

If it be objected, that the membes of this Company, having ingaged thcmfclvcs 
to take thefe Bills for waie,will receive Uttlc or no money upon the falc of their com* 
modifies, wherewith to difchargc thofe that are fene in to fhe faid Office. 

Ianfwcr;the more Bills the faid Company receive fortheirware, the fewer they 
have to make good in money; and therefore it will be fb much the caficr for them, to 
provide money fb to do, by the falc of thofe which they fb receive for ware. 

On the other fide; if all thefe Bills be brought in to the faid Office, before they be 
returned to any of the faid Company for Commodity, then in order to the making 
of them good in money, there will be this advantage; that all the faid Bills being 
lodged in the faid Office for fix moncths, thofe of this Ingagement cannot in this 
cafe be profcred any thing but money for their commodity; and therefore may as wcl 
make good thefe B.lls at the end of fix moncths (by the fafc of their commodity for 
money) as if they had taken up fo much ware upon their private credit, for the like 
time. 

Buc,if they be not all delivered into the faid Office,bcfore thofe of this Ingagement 
receive them for commodity, then the difficulty of making them good in money, 
will be fo much the IciTc: For (though in this cafe fome of this Ingagement, may be 
eaufed fometimes to accept of thefe Bills for their ware, who elfc might have been 
-rofcrcd money; Yet) thcfc Bills being (I fay; eftablifticd upon' fuch firm fecurity , 
will yccld thofe that have received them for vraxcfrtftut montjy uf$n rtbattmm cfm- 
icreft, if they have ncceiTary occafion for the fame. 

And if thofe to whomthefe Bills are fold for ready money, do immediately bring 
rhem in to the faid O ffice, fo as they are ftill all for the molt part lodged there ; yet 
(I uy) asaine, it is manifeft, that if thefe Bills were wholly lodged in the faid Office, 
she won't that can come, is but to make them all good in money, once in about halfe 
a year with intcreft, that is, about the end of each halfe year, receiving the Bills,and 
procuring commodity thereupon, to have them all lodged in the faid Office for the 
next fjx moncths fuccced ing, and fo perpetually. For 
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For, if never fo few of them be for any fmall time ftirring abroad, there is fo 
much the longer time above fix moneths givcn,for making good thofc few in money 5 
end for the reft, it is (I fay) no more then as if men had taken up ware upon truft, co 
be made «ood in money at the end of fix moneths. 

Therefore, though this enterprise being attcmptedJ})onU not fuddenlj take cffet7,yet the 
damage in continuing the practice thereof, would not beconftdcrable, which was the thing 
here to be demonftrated. 

Now if it be objected, that in putting off thefe Bills at 19. s, i.d. for commodity, 
and making them good at 2Q,s. in money, they do in effect pay tnecreft, which is a 
great prejudice. 

I anfwer, that thofc who take up ware upon truft, do allow intcrcft in the price of 
their commodirks } fo as the damage in this refpc& is no greater then that of the ordi- 
nary way of dealing on truft. 

Bu: how to makcthis courfc take cf&ct, not with {landing what hath been here pre- 
mifcd, fo as the faid Bills may go about without being brought in to the faid Olficc 
to be made good in money, not only for the preventing of this, and all other incon- 
veniences, but for accomplishing of all the dcfirablc confequences depending thcre- 
on,I doubt not but the way thereunto is fully and latisfa&oiily dilcovered in the two 
Sections following, to which therefore I refer you. 

.*, fi% A A A A c% A A AAA A A A A ? & £ & & <& A r% A $> & <& 

LIB. III. SECT. VI. 

Shewing, What great probability then is, that this Enter* 
prifs beinvfet on foot , %ill fuddainly ta^e effect, if the 
Rules already prejeribed (with fome other here laid dotim) 
becducly and carefully obferved. 

r^i^^if^Hcfc B:Ii being placed upon fuch firm lecurity as is already mentioned, 

Up: if i^"'^: * and fufneient means ufed for preventing the multiplying or counter- 

"-■'''M '-^ feitingofrhem, there needs no more to make this Entcrprifc take e£- 

t . - ' * I fed, but that matters be ordered in fuch fore,, as none can buy com- 

"y'*;^V^-" ;? modityfo cheap by z.s. on the pound -with money, -as with theft 

^ u " - *"* Bills, the way whereunto is already dilcovered. 

?or, from hence it will follow, that the full worth ef thefe 'Sills in rudj mmj, is tia 

leffethep iz.s.cn the /wW,bccaulc he that hath occafionto buy commodity ,and dothv 

iirft purchafeof thefe Bils,paying but 2i.s.forthcm,dbth gain the other ia.d.by the 

bargain; Seeing, that if h^ had been to pay for his commodity in money , then in- 

fteadofai.s. which his Bill coft him , this Bill hath procured, that commodity ,. 

which in money would have coft him az.s. and that at as low a race, as in money a-- 

lone could have been procured, in any place whatfoevcr. 

Now,le:usobfcrvebutthcconfccjucnccof this: Hence it muft needs follow, 
that if any man hath a mind to part with his Bills for ready money ,thcre being a place 
appointed where he may meet with thofe who (willing to procure their CQ&ftoditf*s 
the Umft r4te> which without thefe siSs cannot be obtained) do attend there to give rca^y 
money for them-, it is 00c likely chat he will part with them for leffe then 10. s. in the 

pound, 
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pound, when he knows that the buyer being convinced', it will favc him two {hil- 
lings in the pound, will be glad to give it, feeing a little faved is better then no- 
thing. 

Again, feeing as I faid before, few or none will rcfufc them for commodity, at the 
rate they will yeeld in ready money , it follows, that few will trouble rhcmftlvcs to 
profcr them to falc for money, when (I fay) men will not refute to accept of them in- 
ircad of fo much ready money for debt or commodity-, and the fewer number there is of 
thofe that profcr them to falc, the more will they be fought after and efteemed ; cfpe- 
cially confidcring, that all thole who have not received of thefc sills for chcir aare 
if they intend to buy commodity at the bell hand, mud be forced to purchafe them 
with money , although they find few, or none that care to fell them: So as to be pro- 
ffered them for ware at the rate they wil yeeld in money, will be a courrcfic. 

Yet further, feeing by this mcancs they will parte for at lcaft lo.s.in ready money, 
(and that fo as the number of thofe that would give that price, will be greater then of 
thofc that will cake it) it is not to be fuppofed that in this cafe, any will trouble the 
Ufurer with them at all, who cannot afford to give full 20.S. for them', becaufc he 
mud have allowance of Intcrcit for the fix moneths forbearance-, and much lcfTc is it- 
probable, that any will fend them in to the faid Office-, where after they have flayed 
fix moneths they arc to have but ao.s.inmoney,w*.nomQre then they might have 
before they deliver them in. 

And as by this means the members of this Company will have little or no occa- 
sion to procure money for the fatisfyir.g of any of thefc Bills , fo if having any of 
them in their hands, they fhould have occafion for money, how cafie would it be for 
them to get it, without cithcrtroubling the Ufurer, or allowing any intcrcft in the 
falc of them, by felling thefc Bills to thofe that (willing to buy commodity at the belt 
handjue content to give ready money for therri :. So as (in a word; this being done, 
it is manifefi, tthat thefe Bills would be no whit leffe , but rather more amp tilt then 
money it fclf. 

Thus you fee what great probability there is, that this attempt being ftt on foot , relit 
fuider.ly ukt effect 1 , if the rules already prefer ibed y (although no other were proppofed) 
be duly and ear ef ally obferved. 

But for the morcefrcc*tuallproiccutionofthisEnterprifc,Ietit be fuppofed, that 
thofcofthis Company [rating their commodities £by a note affixed thereon, in 
manner afore find} at fui as low aratc as others can afford] do agree, to fell their ware 
at that rate, though paid all in money, but to abate 2. s. on the pound, of that price, 
for fo much as they fliall be paid in bills, the fame not exceeding theone halfofthe 
fata ; That is to fay, they expect for their commodity half money, and half Bilkjac 
Iciit, that they will not allow the faid 2. s. abatement upon above the one half, though 
paid in Bills, yet that they will abate the faid :.s. on the pound , upon fo much as 
they fhall be paid in Bills, not exceeding the faid half. 

I fay 2 .s.on the pound, for'that to abate 2 .s. on the pound upon the one half, is no 
more then i2.d.onthcpounduponihewholc, which yet will make thefc Bills as 
well vrorth 22.s.on the pound, as othcrwifc ■, For he that having occafion to buy 
commodity, though he fhould pay full 22. s. on the pound for thefe Bills, to make up 
the one half of his fum, doth lolc nothing by the bargain,fccing he is allowed a .s. on 
the pound, upon that half in the price of his commodities; foif he paies but 21. s. 
he fivcth I2.d. in the pound upon all the Bills fo bought. 

Therefore, by this means, although the faid Company underfill others but J2.d. 
in the pound, thefe Bills will be fold in money at as high a price as othcrwife,if they 
underfcll then 22.S. and no doubt will go currently for commodity , at that price 
they will yeeld in money. Byt 
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By this means alfo, they fliall receive half the price of their commodities in mo- 
ney, whereby they {hall not onely be the better inablcd todifcharge fnch bills as arc 
to be made good in money, but have their takings double,to what they would other- 
wife be^ feeing thefe Bills will not in this cafe pafle through their hands >■ without 
bringing as much in money ,and yet thofc of whom they procure their commodities, 
will be as well content to take all their pay in bills, (jf need require,) as othcrwiie, be- 
caufe they are not engaged to make them good in money, as thofc or* this Company 
are. 

This being conGdcrcd,it will follow, thatthofc of this Company muft needs have 
more money ,thcn to pay what are fo brought in immediately , even much rafter then 
it would be demanded, which if they mould perform accordingly, not being enga- 
ged thereunto, it would not only be another way, whereby ready money might 
be had on thefe Bills for the labour of fetching , but fo maintain the credit 
of this Company, as none would trouble themfelves to demand money on their Bils, 
but accept of them as freely, if not more willingly,then money. 

All which, doth tend to ihew what great probability there is,tliat th'n attempt being 
fet oh foot^millfuddainlj takecf e^if the rules, already prescribed [with thefe other 
here laid downe ~} be duely and carefully obfervcd s which was the thing here to be 
demonftratcd. 



LIB; III. SECT. VIL 

Shewing, What great probability there is p that this Enter- 
prife being once fet on foot , would fuddainly tafy a good 
ejfeB, although none of the Ttyles prefcribed in the prcce* 
dent Section, flmldbe obferyed. 

C- OC?p J p^ \ Orafmuch, as in all things that arc firft propounded, it is meet before 
rl^P^ the attempting of them, to propofe the woift that ccn probably hap- 
$!0i '^'$f'\ P cn * n c ^ e profecution thereof* Let it be admitted, that thofe of this 
Jr'^j >RjrvT ,, 'i Company at the firft beginning of this P.ntcrpiifc, being not able 
t!^j^i©"'"Li to aftbrd Commodity at an under- rate , it fhould not be true, thac 
^^ Commodity could be got with half money, and half Bills, at a leflc 

rate then with money* as was taken for granted in the former Scftion. 

Now, if from this ground, it fhould be objected, that they would not fuddenly go 
about for commodity, but be generally fene in to the faid Office to be made good in 
money. 

For the anfwer of this [betides that it is already proved, that in cafe they fhould 
not fo go about, yet the damage would be no greater then if men had taken up Co 
much ware upon credit] Let us call f .o mind £as briefly as poffiblc ] what was noted 
before, vi^. 

That the tifnrcr upon rtbatemc8tofinterefi,vtiH give ready mtnty for thefe 'Sills ; That 
men rather then lofe the file of 'their commodities, arc (generally) »;//w^ to traft Gu ano- 
ther : That therefore none would refafe theft Bills for commodate at the rate they mil yield 

le » 
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in ready money -, That if few men ToillTtfufe them at tba: rate y mop men would take thtm at 
that rjte, much the rather becaufc moft men arc willing Co to do. 

Rom all this, it may be concluded, that men knowing that they will be taken , ae 
tha: rate, for commodity, (and rather then fail for money itfelf) few or none would 
trouble thernfc'.vcs to feck ou: the Ufurer, for procuring money thereupon; and much 
Icffc would Eradefmen fend them in to the faidOfnce, wherc( having xaken them at the 
farr.c rate the Ufurer will give in ready money) they muft ftay fix moncths for no 
greater profit then the intcrcft of their ftock, which tradefincn cannot generally live 
upon. 

' Now,thefe 1 oill5bythismcans,goingaboutwithoutbcingcarrycdinto the laid 
OfScc, lhr.ll not oncly prevent the trouble of making them good in money, but fo 
multiply the trade of thofe that dec! thcrcin,as they mall foon be inabled to undcrfcll 
others, whereby they may be in capacity to fell commodityi,being paid in thefe bills) 
much cheaper then for money can be any where procured. 

And though (if the better to eflfcfl this) they mould for a while fell the one half of 
their waie at the fame rate it coft them, the confequence [by multiplying their trading} 
would foonrecompence their ioflc an hundredfold; but I need not infill on this, 
feeing the fpeedy fucccffc of this attempt doth not much depend there- 
upon. 

If it be objected, that although it cannot be denied, but matters may be ordered in 
fucli fort, as thofe who put their moneys out to intcrcft, may be willing to advance 
ready money on thofe bills, upon rebatement of Jnrercft, for fix moncths , which at 
3. per cent, amounts not to lo.d. on the pound; yet ifthc Ufurer will give but 19. s. 
2.d. for thefe bills in ready money, then it is not like, that any will accept of them 
1rc.11 thole of this Company for commodity, at a higher rate; and feeing the faid 
Co«ij>.wj are to make them good at 20, s. within fix moncths, it follows they doc in 
efrid pay intcrcft ror them. 

I asfwer firft, that although the Ufurer will not accept of theft Bills, b«t at ip. s. 
i.d. yet it doth not follow, that others will not accept of them lor commodity, from 
tliofc of this ing-gcraent at a higher rate. 

1 Bccaufe a: this rate, they will (no queftion) go about, without being lent in to 
the faid Oif.ce, and conieqecntly the revolution of them, with as much in ready mo- 
rxy> muft needs occafionfuch great trading to the Undertakers , as they may meet 
v.'ith pcrfons enough, who for their conftantcuftpmc, will be glad to iurnifh them 
with commodity at above icd/in the pound cheaper then ordinary; which is all one 
as to have the full intcrcft due upon thefe Bills abated. 

2 . Men expect but ^.percent, when they fell their ware upon private credit, but 
would (no doubt) be glad of half that allowance, if the fecurity were as good as that 
of the Chamber of London. 

3. Thofe chat fell ware upon truft, cannot alwaies furnifh thcmfclvcs with new 
ware, upon their own credit, and therefore take an allowance of intcrcft upon confi- 
deraticn of the forbearance of their ftock : But thefe bills being fuch as few or none 
will refufc, do therein fupply the pbec of ready money. 

4. When men have fold their ware upon truft, their own eftates lie at flake to pay 
for the new ware, they procure in ftead thereof; whereas if they accept of thefe Bills 
for their ware, they may procure new ware thereupon, and have as full a diicharge, as 
if they had paid for the fame in ready money. 

And if notwithftanding all this, tfccfc Bills mould not paffe without a full allow- 
ance of intcrcft, yet aflurcdly in reference toall thefe great advantages, no man but 
"■Quid prefer their ' ^rcprivatccredit, which doth abundantly dcraonftratc 

--. Goods 



Setf:. I . fori movement of Trade, ?j 

the iircac f robability there is, that this Bnttrprife being once fee on foot, would 
fuddeniy take a good effect ; although none of the rules prefcribed in the precc. 
dent Section {hould be obferved ; which was the tiling here to be difcovcrcd. 

2 . For a further anfwer to the af'orefaid Objcction/I fay) that though this 
Company were not able to put off thefe Bills, at a higher rate then i$s.zd. yet 
if they refute to accept of them for Commodity, otnerwifc then at the fame rate, 
then in cafe they (hould at this rate go about,without being brought into the faid 
Office } it follows, that they arc not put to make them good in moneys any rate 
whatfoevcr; and confequentiy inthiscafe, have the ufe of them without pay- 
ing any intere\t at all. Now (as I have already proved) it is altogether unlikely, 
that any number of them {hould be fent in to the faid Officefo be made good ia 
money; neither (Ifay) do they pay the intereft of any more, then what arc fo 
fent in. 

3 . It is fuppofed in the objection,that the iaterefi oimoney is 8 per cent, where- 
as if thefe Bills become current in the place of money, and are proffered to be 
lent freely unto all that will borrow them, it muft needs follow, that none will 
give any considerable intereft for ms»«J,nay,that by this means the intereft of mo- 
nies {hall fuddenly fall to nothing. 

Now to conclude, men parting (I fay) with their ware upon private truft,at the 
fame rate of intereft as money , fuppofe firft,thcy fhouid accept of thefe Bills, but 
at the fame rate, that no lefs then the one half of them, were one time with ano- 
ther brought in to the faid Office; and that intereft of money did by this means, fall 
buttohalt the rate as formerly, yet all thefe things put together, this Company 
would not pay above two per cent, for intereft, which muft need;, make «»«■</* 
< and confequentiy fuch their charge of paying the fame) fail yet lb much the' 
more, audio perpetually. 

But if it were not pofltblc,to avoid the payment of fome fmall matter for /«* 
terefi (yet thefe Bills going once about for Commodity) both that, and all other 
charges incident to this Undertaking, yea and much more (if need lhould re- 
quire; may be defrayed by the Land purchafed, upon the Credit ofthek Bills 
in the manner propafed, tAh* i. Set!, r. 

Thus having demonftrated, that though this Company (hould not fell Commo. 
dhf at an under rate, yet thefe Bills would fuddenly go about without being 
fen: in to the faid Office, whereby not onely to prevent, either the trouble of ma- 
king them good in money, or thechargeof allowing Iitereft upon them, but to 
multiply the Trading of thofc that deal thcrcin,and confequentiy to the inabling 
of them to under-fell others ; and putting them into a capacity of purchasing 
Land therewith, it doth thereupon fufficicntly appear, what great probability 
there is that this enterprise, bein^ oncefet on foot, would fuddenly take a goodeffeS y 
although none of the rules prefcribed in the Seftio/t preceding fhouid be obferved, 
which was the thing here to be difcovcrcd. 
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LIB. I Hi. SECT.l. 

Shewing, How and in what fenfe this Treatife is catted, The 
Key of Wealth or (wherein it doth difcover') a new 
way for improving of Trade, Lawful, Esfie, 
Safe, and effectual, according to what is exprejfid U 
the Title. f age. 

He immediate caufes and confequer.ccs of a quick 
Trade, being the or mutter contained in the 
firft Book of this Treatife ; The fpcedicft ami mod 
feafible means, for accompli ihing thereof; repre- 
sented by a Parable in the iccond £«* ; the faid Pu- 
raUe interpreted, and applyed tothedifcovcry of 
the means it fclf, in the third Look\ There now re- 
mains oncly (as the fcopc of this fourth and Jaft 
£oot-J an application of all, toa full demonstration 
of the truth of thofemany particulars aflertcd in die 
Title -page t as they lye in order. 

In pursuance whereof, I fhall declare in this firft Section, How and in what 
lenfe this Treatife may be caPed The Key oftVealth, or wherein it doth difcover 
a new way for improving of Trade, lawful, eafie,fafe, and ejfrelual ; according to 
the firft words in the Title-page. 

In the fecond, I (hall lay open fevcral confide rations. Sharing how and where 
It is demonstrated, that a few Tradesmen agreeing together', may loth doable theiir 
Stocks t and the increafe thereof, without 

1 Paying any Intereft. "?C 4 Staying for Materials. 

3 Great difficulty or hazard. >< 5 Prejudice to any trade or perfon, 

3 Advance of Money* j£ 6 Incurring any other Inconvenience. 

According to the following words In the Title-page. 
In the third I (hall (hew, how it appears, that the agreement of the laid" 
Tradcfmcn,may be ordered in fuch fort, as both they and all others , though never fo 
poor who are in a Way of Tradings may 



1 Multiply their returns. 
1 Deal onely {or ready pay . 
3 Much under-fell others. 



4 Put the whole Nation upon -this praMfe. 

5 Gain notwithstanding more then ordinary . 

6 Deftji when they pleafe, without damage. 
Which arc the particulars in the Title-page immediady fuccceding the former. 

And fin the fourth and Jaft, I (hall (hew how it follows, that all the afore- 
said Advantages may be effected)/!) as thefams fttaHtendmuch to 

1 lurid the people of t'ms Lmi, I 3 Import Bnltioit from bejond Sea* 

a Difperfe the 7»totj htardtd up. I 4 Raife Bancfy of Monty in divers places, 

<; Settle 
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j Sett le a fecure and knoivn credit, 

6 Aiaktfutb credit current, 

7 Extend fuch credit to .my degree needful. 
B Quicken the revelfttun of money c?" credit. 

9 Djszxtijb the fatertftfor money. 

10 MAiit Commodity [apply the place of 'money, 

1 1 Ingrefitbe Trade of Europe. 
1 1 fill the Lund with Commodity. 
IJ Abate the price of Commodity. 
1% Provide ji&rcagainfb Famit 



I J Relieve And imploj thi pear. 

1 6 Augment Cuftom aid Excifi. 

17 Premote thefale ef 'Lands, 

I & Remove the caufes of imprisonment for defo. 
ipLtffcn the hazard of Trading on Credit. 

20 Prevent high-Way theevet. 

21 Multiply fops ftr defence at Sea. 
*2 Multiply meant fur defence at Land. 

13 Incorporate the whole Jirength c/ England*. 
4 'Tare way advantages ofeppoftim. 



Which are the 2 4 particulars mentioned in the faid Title page. 

Now, I defire it may be obferved, that in what hath been here r,ehcarfed, the 
words of the Title page arc expreffed Verbatim, and diftinguifhed from the reft 
by an Italiek print, which if read alone by it fclij and compared with the faid 
Title page, they will be found to agree fo, as in making good what is af&rfned 
in the faid TitU-pa^e fas the fum of all) I {hall need onely to take die words 
("thus diftinguifhccUin order ; And after an explication of my meaning therein, 
where need requires, fhall either refer you to thofe places where the truth there- 
of hath been already fufficiently cleared, or proceed to further proof as 
there fhall be need; To which purpofe, bccaufctheendofall writing is to be 
underftood, it will be neceffary to repeate fometimes in brief, the Turn of what 
hath been already at large infifted on. 

The firft words therefore inthe faid Italiclt print, are 



1 he Key of Wealth: 



That is, an effectual means, by which the dore (or rather a vtde-gatt) is open*' 
ed unto the ftort-houfeof Riches. 

The fiore~houfe t is the whole, world, which affords us riches, either ly the Fruits of 
tur otm Soil y the trade ofFifbing or Trajficl- mth other Nations. 

The JcVjys the peoples being in capacity, to beftowuponthemfelvcsthcCo7B- 
forts of this life ; For to give you in bricf.thc effect of what I have already to this 
purpofe obferved; though the Store-boufe of the world be never fo fuUofCom- 
modhy, yet feeing the Tradefman cannot afford to take itin, fafter then hecan, 
£nd fale for what he hath already, it followr,thatif the people through their ex- 
aream poverty, are notable to rakeit off from the hands of the Tradefmanjfat 
dore in that refpect is fhutagainft Trade, andby confequence againll w«//& ^ 
For without Tremens Wealth and Eftates, arc fo far from being incrcafed, as 
they are in a way of decreafing ; and the rather, becanfe by growing daily poor- 
er, their expences and confequently their Trading^ daily lets then it was before : 
ro the further incrcafc of their poverty, and fo perpetually 5 fo that hereby the 
Store-boufe of Wealth is (as it were) locked up againft fuch a people. 

On the other fide, let it be fuppofed that money ( or that whichgoes for fuch ) 
doth incrcafc amongft them ; it followes, that (they not hoarding it up,but lay- 
ing it out in Commodity, as faft as they receive it,) the more their hands arc filled 
with fuch money, by the increafe thereof , fo much the more doth the falc 
of Commodity ■fiax. is 7j-/»<A'/^,increafe 3 and this incrcafc oiTrading doth incrcafc 
Riches, and that fo much the t after; becaufc fuch Rtches increafes mens expences^ 
therefore their Trading, therefore their ^«7;tf, audio perpetually $ by which, 
means then,, you fee thcaorc is opened to the Increafe of 'Wealth : (ill which is at 
large demonftrated in the 5 . firft Sections of the firft Book) Therefore increafe 
oimoneyjx that which goes ior. fuch 3 not hoarded up,is the X*J o£ Wealth, accor- 
ding to the Title, 
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The Key of wealth, er a new way for Improving of Trade: 
I make that which tends to the multiplying of trade, to be the Key oiWe*ith s for that as 
without Trade it is impoiTible but a people fliould grow every day poorer then for- 
merly ; So trading being very quick , it is likewifc impoflible but they fliould grow 
daily richer, as appcarcsLib.i.Sett.x. 

A new way, 
If againft this it be objected, in the words ot5alem$# t that there is mthing new «#- 
der the Sunne-, I anfwer,his meaning is that there is no new wrf/Wjthough there be new 
forms; no new Gf«w,though the /pedes of each kinds may be new. 

As to infhnce, mankind have been from the Creation , yet this or that man never 
was before,fo Invention hath been from the Creation,yct this or that Invention as of 
printingj&c. never was till of lace years; all this is fo evident.as it cannot be denyed. 
Yet the wayof Trading upon Bil!s,is(I confefTc)ufed inFlanders,and other parts of 
the world, though (3s I hope I may fpeak without boafting or offence) not in nccie fo 
convenient a manner, as chat is which I have here propofed* 
For Improving of Tradej 
That is, Not oncly to recover our decayed Trade to its ordinary meafurc, but to 
multiply it, to the utmott degrecthat can be needfull , or in juft reafon dcfireable? as 
appenrcs by the precedent part of this Section , and morcfully (as is faid) by the five 
iirft ScEfionsof the flrft book. 

Lawfully 
Tor, as there is nothing C which I know,) propofcd,thac is any way derogatory to 
our duty towards God, fo for our duty towards our Neighbours, I fliall prove by and 
by,that this praclife doth not tend (in the leaft meafure) to prejudice any trade irftt fin , 
therefore it is law/a//. 

Eafie; 
There being no ereater difficulty therein, then in that which is incident to the Un- 
ihtgand 'borrowing of money upon [ecHrity. vi\. that he or they who borrow, rouft pro- 
cure good fecmity, and he or they who lend, muft be carcfull to fee that is is 
good^and that this is all the difficulty attending this cntcrprifc: Sec Lib.a. Se&.i. and 
Lib.j.Scc^. 

Safe, 
The hazard being not fo great as that which men undergo, when they take up Com- 
modities in company with others t wherein each man is bound to make good the whole 
debt, in csfc his partners failc: when asufually they take no iecuriry each from o- 
ther, to make good his own ihare, much lefle from a whole Company of infirers to run 
the hazard: Both which in this cafe they do, as appears Lib. 2; Seel. 2; and Lib.3. 
Scct.4. Therefore this courfc is fafc. 

Again, itufafe , bccaufcitisfuchas whereby men may totally free themfclvcs 
from hazards, (and great fititt) incident to dciperatc debts, (befides the loffe of time 
by the forbearance of the money) which are the ordinary effects of the ufuall way of 
dealing upon trad, and yet have as much trading with ready pay in theft Bills, as can 
in reafon be dciiied, Lib.2 * Scfi.3 . Therefore this courft is farfafer thea the ordinary way 
ef trading. 

Effectually 
It being fuch, as I am confident mins reafon cannot imagine any way without it (or 
(bmething to the fame purpofe) whereby cither co recover our toft Trade, and iamb tht 
people, as is evide.it. Lib. 2. Sect 1. or any fcruplc that may be alledged to make it ap- 
pear that this way doth not tend molt vigorously and effectually to produce the fame^ 

which 
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which he n-.uft needs acknowledge, who flull cucly confidcr the faid five nrft Seliions 
ofchcfirftBook. 

The Conclusion. 
Thcfe things confidacd, it doth fully appear, how and in what fenic this Treadle 
may be called, Theleey of W«iW, or wherein itdothdifcover, anewwayfor improving 
of trade , Uwfull > cafe, fafe&nd cffcBitall , which was the thing here to be demon- 
ftrated. 

^ A A A A A A * * A A & A ?A * * A * £ £ A A AAA A A 

LIB. IIII. JSCT.II. 

Shewing, how and where it is demonflracec3,that 4 /ew Tradef* 
men agreeing together, may both double their flocks, and the 
increajc thereof. 

Without " 
I Paying any Interefl. 
z . Great difficulty or hazard, 

3. Advance of msney. 

4. Staying for Materials. 

5. Prejudice tt any trade erferfon. 

6 . Incurring any other inconvenience. 
According to what is affirmed in the Title page. 

TN profecution of this, let us take the words cxprctTedinthefa'id.fr.i&i print, 
_|jn order. 

Shewing how a few Tradefmcn -, 

Tudefmen ■ bccatife ihcy muft be fuch as have ware to fell for thefc Bills. 

A few : Yea for a need one man alone,bcing of Sufficient cftate and credit, may both 
bcginthisacrempt,and though none joyne with him,continue the fame: For let that 
one man have but fo much credit as to take up ware for fix moncths, and aflurcdly the 
giving of a Bill to make good the debt, either in commodity immediately , or in mo- 
ney, within fix moncths aftcrthedcrmndingthcrcof, can no whit weaken fuch his 
credit, or make ic kfic acceptable^ especially if he be caufed to put in fufficient fccuri- 
ty, for making good the termesfopropofed, and mould procure the famet'o l>c infu- 
red alfo, by fuch as arc fufficiently able to pay the debt, in cafe both he and his Sure- 
ties Ihould fail Co to do. 

And if the credit of one man alone would in this cafe be acceptab!c,how much more 
that of a whole Compar.y of fi:ffciert men bound each for ether- though they were bu: a- 
bout 10. or so. in number, amongft whom though one or two fiiould taile, yet to the 
whole Company it would not be much considerable- Of this fee more, Lib. 3 .Scct.4. 
Therefore, I fry, a few uadtf'mea we-uldfervt both to begin and continue tbtt praftife. 

On the other tide, though a few (for a need) would fervc,yet in cafe the whole Na- 
tion fhouidjoyne therein, the number would not be too many, nor hinder Lhc profit 
each of other, as I (hall demonftraccj wjjen I corric t0 ^ iew && they tvottld xotmthflan- 
d;nggafa jam then or d/mry. 



b'cct z. for f improvement of .Trade. 5? 

Agreeing together-, 
Though their credit msy be acccptable,as they arc fo many fingleperfbns, yet their 
agrccing'togctlicrcs a Company to be boi:nd each for oiher, muft needs make fuch 
their credit more firm and unqucftionablc. 

1 . Becaufc (in a '.void as being formerly noted) if one amongft many faile , the reft 
muft make it good. 

2. Bccnufc it puts them upon a neceffity of taking each from other, fuch fecurity , 
and fo infiiring that fecurity, as may(if poflib!e)totally free the whole Company,froin 
the lcaft appearance of danger, and much more all others that fhall deal with them up- 
on this credit, Li'o.^.SiCt.jL. 

May double their Stocks; 
I do not fay double their cftatcs , but double their flocks without paying Intcreft ; 
which clcarjy intimates a capacity onely of borrowing in money, viz. as much as 
their cftates and credit can extend to give fecurity for , Lib. 2.Sc&. 1. and Lib. 5. 
Sc&.a. 

And this,fccing it (hews men the way how by renewing fuch fecurity , to continue 
the borrowing thcrtoftOLhcmfclvesandpoftcrity,eventothc end of the world; is 
Lpon the m.:ttcr equivalent to the doubling of their eftates : For to what purpofc iei- 
vcth an cft«;c better then as a flock to be improved? 
The incrcaie thereof; 
That x,'ffy tr.id.in-* with this doubled flock, any one doth increafe his eftate } he may upon 
like fczur '.■>), hi-j: as much mere U nt him, as whtrtbj te double fuch tncrctfc^ the extent of 
wliich advantage, is incredible to thofe who (hall not read the demonstration thereof^ 
inL ; .b.2.Scit.5. 

Without paying any Intcreft; 
Kpw the p.iyi"g ofTrtcrcft m.*y be prevented (or at lealt defrayed by the rent of the 
L?.:.ds purchafed with thefe bills) is fufficicntly demonftratcd, in Lib^.Scd.y. 
Without great difficulty or hazard; 
I have proved in the laft Section, that the Undertaking is cafic , therefore without 
difficulty; fafe, therefore without hazard) and for a more full demonftration thereof, 
fee Lib.2.Scct.2ji 

And yet thefe two things of difficulty and hazard, are as I faid before, the totall 
furamcUs it were) of thofe Inconveniences, that can with any colour of rcafon be al- 
Icdgct', to counterpoise the manifold advantages iffuing to the Undertakers, (befides 
ethers; from this attempt. 

Without advance of money; 
Great attempts do ufually put men upon vaft expence of money, before there beany 
certainty whether their undertaking wil prove good crno,but here is no fuch advance 
ico-.rrcd, Lib.z.Se&.t. 

No danger though the attempt fliould not take effect, Lib.^.Sc&.j. 
Nor any qucftion bu: (being wifely managed)it willjLib.^.Seci.tf, 7, 
It muy at the 'firft 'Jndcrtaidng,happily coflfuch as fhall profit tiiereby,(bme fmall 
matter out of inch :hvir profit, towaids the maintaining of an Orlicc , which yet will 
net be rcquir'd of any, who flull upon their oaths teftifie, that they have not,gottca 
more then feven times as much thereby. 

Yet if this pra&ifc be continued, this charge (as I faid before ) will be much more 
then recompcnccd by the rent of the Lands, purchafed upon the credit of thefe Bills 5 
neither is this any aovance of money , feeing it is oncly required of thofe „ that after 
proceeding therein, have profited thereby; fo as being oncly out of the clcarc profit 
by this means occafioncd, it cannot properly be called a charge, much leffe an advance 

of 
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of moncy-thougri the i;a:ns of this undercutting be thereby fome fmall matter the Itflc: 
Therefore this enterprife may be attempted and profecuted without advance of money. 
Without prejudice to any trade or perfbn; 

When that rare invention of Printing began firft to be pra&ifcd, how exceedingly 
was it oppofed, and that with fomefhew of reafon-, being aliedged that it tended to 
deprive a considerable number of the race of mankind, of their daily bread-, who in- 
deed at that time had no other way to Jive, but by (he ufc of their pen , in writing 
thofc books which /incc are ufed to be printed. 

Whereas in reference to this cnterprifc, it is moil apparent, that the unquestionable 
confequence of ic is, net to leflen, but to multiply imployment upon men of all trades 
and callings, (except Ufurers, "Brokers and Lawjcrs)ind that in fucb fort,as nekher any 
trade, nor yet any particular perfon can be (in the lcaft mcafurc> prejudiced thereby. 

I confefle it tends to the lcfT"ening(if not annihilating;of Intcrcft,and to remove oc- 
casion for fawning of goods, vtfuits in Law: Neither need I difputc whetficr the pra«5ti- 
fes, much leffe the Prof efforts cAVfurtrs, Brokers, and lawyers, be lawfuil or not j fee- 
ing this is undeniable, that if there be any means whereby a people may be accommo- 
dated, with a fufficient quantity of money ,(or that which goes for fuch) without pay- 
ing intereft for it, and fo as they ilaall not need to pawn their deaths far food; and like- 
wife matters foordercd, as Law fuits may be prevented-, Inthh cafe, though both Ffu- 
rer smokers & Lawyers lofc their customers, not any one of them can juftly complain 
of prejudice. 

For I muft confefTe, that if the praclife of any thing may be truly called a prejudice 
to any one perfon.thcn though the confequence thereof were otherwise never Co good, 
it were not lawfuil to be done * feeing it would be the fame (at the bell ) as to doc a 
fmall evil!, that a great good might come of it .• but for a people to ufe means to inrich 
thcmfeWcs, and that in a way as may be mod free from occasioning faits of Law , can 
by no means be denied to be lawfuil, though both ffurcrs, Brokers, and Lawyers lofc 
all their cuftomers thereby. 

Now feeing itis beyond all controverfie lawfuil, therefore it can be no more a 
prejudice to any , then the doing of juft things can properly be called prejudiciall , 
which would imply a contradiction* Confcqucntly this practife doth not tend it the 
utjt pre \udtce of any trade or perfon, which was the thing" to be proved. 
Without incurring any other Inconvenience; 

A Negative is hard to be proved , but this I fay , that other Inconveniences then 
what are already mentioned, I cannot imagine any. 
The Conclusion. 

Thus have I mewed, how and where it is demonstrated, that 4 few Tradefmtn agree- 
ing together^ may both double their Stocks, and the inereafe thereof^ . 
Without 
i . Paying a»i jmerefl. 
i. Great difficulty or hazard, 

3. Advance of money, 

4. Staying for CMaterialls. 

5 . Prejudice to any trade or perfon. 

6. Incurring any other Inconvenience, 

According to what was affirmed in the Title page, which WW the things here ta 
be demonstrated, 

lib. 

JigitzodsyGoO^le 
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LIB. IV. SECT. III. 

Shewing, 

How it followes that the Agreement of the faid 
Tradef men, may be ordered infucbfort as both 
they and all others though never fo y nor, who are in 
a may ofTradingjmaj, 

i. Multiply their Keturnes. 

2. Deal onely for readie fay. 

3. Much mderfell others. 

4. Tut the whole Nation upon this fraftice. 

5. Gain notivitbflanding more then ordinary. 

6. Dejijl when they fleafe without damage. 

According to what was expreffedin the Ti- 
tle-page. 

~i&?>$£*E.K (to follow the method already prefcribed) the firft words in the 

i; '';-■<!] !«■} faid Italicke print, arc, 

::'z ,-~~, t-"'i In luch fort, as they 

oao^Kia T% J Thatisthcfaidl'W<T»«j^r/: Tornot onely thofeothers 
that are hereafter mentioned, but even the ZW(!r/*/<Mythemfclvesmay;by this 
meanes donltlethcir jlock.,w-th theincreafe thereof , multiply their returns , deal onely 
forreadypay, much underfeli others^ put the whole Nation upon thitpratiice, Gjiine 
notwithstanding more then ordinary, defiji when they ; pleafe without damages .All 
which is clear by the whole fcope of the premifles. 

And all others 

That is, not onely the aforefaid "Undertakers but others, ( though they being 
not in fecurity to borrow of the (aid'Bitlt , whereby to double their Jlock 
with theincreafe thereof yet) by hanging out the faid FUgpftal] be in capacity to 
multiply theirTrading , deal onely for &c. to the end of all the aforefaid fi>" parti- 
culars. 

Though never 10 poor, who 'are in a way of trading, 

That is, though they be in Debt more then their ftock is worthjmd havenot a- 
ny Credit to borrow of the, faid Bills 5 yet if they be in a wayofzWw^foas 

Q tl they 
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they have but Commodity s to fell ; they ofay by hanging out the faid Flaggy mul- 
tiply their relumes &c* 

May 

That is, it is at then •■own chotccfoi it requires neither trouble, charge nor hazard 
confiderablc to hang out the fame Flag with others, whereby they cannot be 
hindred from enjoying the effects thereof, as it tendeth to multiply their re- 
tames with ready pay , whereby to underfill others, &c. 

Multiply their returns, 

I fay the rcturncs,both of themfelvesand all thofe that hang out the faid Flag$ 
even to the utmojl degree, that they are allpojfibly able to manage. 

For i f thefe Bills be currant but amongft a /cjp, the takjngc (that is the trading) 
of thofe/cn» will be fo much the more Lib. 2. Sect.4.'iftheybecunantamongffe 
many then thenumbcroffuch Bills may be multiplyed proportionably; by pur- 
chafing Land with them, and lending them Gratis upon fuch fecurity as is alrea- 
dy mentioned, yea untill they have increafedthc»»w/icrtf/'^wa,and by confe- 
quence their takings according to their defires Lib. 2. Sect. 1. & Lib. 3. 
Sect. 4. 

Foritfollowes,by what hath been already demonftrated Lib. .i.Sect 4. tkat 
the more of thefe Bills be ftirrin(i,the more will the taking c be, of thofe that hang 
outthefaidF/,*^ itisalfomanifeftbywhathath been declared Lib. a. Sect. 3. 
that by this means, thefe Bills may be multiplyed to the utmoft quantity that 
can be needfuII,for increafing their trading to tbegreatefl mcafurefbat they arcpojji- 
hly able to manage. 

And therefore,! may faf ely conclude, that it is in the power of thofe of this in- 
gagement, to multiply the trading both of themfelves and of all thofe that hang 
out tlie faid Flag, and that to the utmott degree that they are pojftbly able to manage j 
which was the thing to be proved. 

May deale oncly for ready pay, 

That is.they may if they pleafedia vef I fay) as much trading as they are able to 
manage, and yet dealeonely for ready pay 5 I do not fay ready money, but ready 
/^either in Mortey or Bills. 

Thisfollowes from what was laft demonftrated, where it was made to appear, 
thatifitwasintheirpower, to order matters fo, as to have as much iradmgm 
t bey could pojjibly manage $ yet it is manifeti that it was no otherwifc then either 
in money or thefe Billsi, that isjn ready pay ^ .and confequently may ("without 
prejudice) refufe to deale any otherwife thenfor fuch readypay. 

Muchundcrfell others, 

That isj they may affoard(ifthcyplcafe,)to jy/ota^erthen others, ofthe 
fame trade can buy. 

For their Quickneffc of trading will occafion their buying much Commodity at 
once^ their buyir.gmitchatoncc will inablethcmfas it doth veholc-f ale-men) to 
buy it cheaper by one or two (hillings on the pound then othermencamand their 
Quick, returner V/ill inable them to livcbymuchleffe/Vi^Vthcnothers} fo 

,Googte 
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asbuyini, their Commodities above r a din the pound cheaper \\\on pthers,thcy may 
through fuch quick, relumes live better upon that 1 2 </. Trofit, tl.cn thofe others 
can do though they gaine 5 x. on the pound upon allt he K'Vwe they tell; All which 
is morcfully demonftratedLib. 1 . Sed.7. Therefore they may (if the) p/ea'c ) af- 
ioardtofcll cheaper then others oj " theftmt Trade can buy $ which was the thing to 
be proved. 

If any man fhould accompt this a prejudice to himfelf, what hinders but he 
may take the fame courfe; or elfe fhev/ areafonwhy he cannot juftlydofo, 
which if hec.m,I lhall then think it my duty to join with him, in an indeavcur 
to prevent all others that fhould attempt the practice thereof In the mean time 
if men complain of Prejttd/ce^whcn the mendesi 'as tbey fay)ls in their own hands, 
( whcrcby(niccrlyj tohinder others from doing that, which tends to the prefer- 
vation ot thcmiclves and the wholcnation,} Cod and the whole iVorld will wit- 
ncsagainftthem. 

If ;iny mould fay,that a full in the price olCommodities ( wh ich upon this, muft 
needs follow 1 is .1 Trc'ytdice to a Nation; I anfwcrj'not except it occah'on a full 
in the price of their own Commodities in Forreigne parts , whereby to prevent the 
importing of Bullion , as doth appear more fully where that particular is handled, 
towhichlrcferre. 

May put the whole Nation upon this practice, 

That is, they maybytMsmcanesfuddainly, bothttecefftrate and rttcouragcziX 
Tradef-mcn in the Land to follow this practice ; viz. if not to borrow ot thefe 
Bills , yeratleaiVto hang out thefaidf"/^, whereby to declarethemfelves wil- 
ling to accept of them. 

Firft I hyncceffitate: For feemgfew or none will buy Commodity but of thofe 
that are apparently known to affbard much the better penywortlts ; it muft follow 
that all thofe who will not take this courfc, wherebythey maybeabletofell 
their Ware as cheapeas others; will fuddainly loofetheirC;//2w;;crx.* foasall 
the trading being hereby as ic were wgrojfcd, by thofe that have put out the faid 
f'Ug 3 they will beyetfomuchthcbetter(ifitwerepofribJe)inabled(flHWfr/t:/Z 
others, and others fo much the more ncceflitated for their meer preftrvation 
to hang out the fame Flag y whereby they may be in capacity to enjoy fome 
Trading with them. 

Secondly, Jncouragedx for fo long as.therc is neither hazard ^charge nor trou- 
ble inhangingoutthefaidF/^or/d£/#£thefaidB///^ and yet the Advantage 
by multiplyingmensrrrfii;«^ to the utmoft degree poffibIe,isfo exceeding great 
belies the removing ofthofe many £u&4n/s and deb ies for want of ready mo- 
ney, thatarelncidentto theordinary way of dealing on Credit, thefe things 
muftneedsCtoallrationallmenjIbefuchftrong incouragtments, as arguments 
taken from necefjity, will no doubt to them be fuperfluous. 

Therefore thofe that practice this courfe^ttay thereby fuddainly, both necrffitate and 
Incourage aUTradefmen in thcLandto do thelik§ 5 which was the thing to be pro- 
ved. 

May gain notwithftanding more then ordinary, 

That is,though all the Tradef-mm in the Land ihould joine in th is prafticc,yet 
they may notwithftandingfifthey pleafe)order matters fo,as whereby to have 
one with another, axwhc/j tradings they are pojfihly able to manage, andconfe- 
quently may gaine notwithftanding more then ordinary. 
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For though all the Tradcf-men in the Nation, fbould at once join in this 
Tr.icficc; yet by the jrccloane cf thofe Bills and by purchasing Land with them 
fmcrg:ig;ntf that land to makethem good^thofe Bills might(l£tyjbe, multiply- 
cdfo, astohceqnaho whatmensf/?tf^areotherwifeworth, though never To 
much incre.ifed by fuch quick trading; which will amount to a fuoi at lcr.ft/e* 
tunes greater then all ihcmeney in the Land; and confequently make their tra- 
ding one with another one hundred limes greater then now it is:fas is demonftra- 
edLib i.Stci.4-) if men wercpojjihly altletomanageit^ythcidoKv/hafwastoh* 
proved doth follow. 

May defift when they pleafe without damage , 

That is, notonelythofewhoonelyhangoutthefaid Flag, may after fome 
nyallotthcconfcquence thereof, take it in again if they fee caufe,n»i*/jo« dam- 
.-. % .: either to themielves or any others ; but even the Undertakers themfelves,(if. 
they be willing fo to do, ) may by repayment ofthetotallfumme of theiW/r 
thus borrowed; viz. By delivering in, all the Sills they have in their own hands 
tothcfaidO^Ve; andafummeinmoney equal to the totall fumme ottheBills 
difpei fed in the hands of others, I fay by this meanes they may dtfift when they 
pleafe from this practice without damage to themfelvcs or others. 

For whereas according to what was noted before, moft undertakings that 
fecm to promife any confiderable advantage, areofthat nature as requiringa 
dtsbwfcitient of 'great fummesofawiwcj' from thofe who attempt the lame do 
thereby neceflitatefuchaswouldf/c/'/i'ifromfurthcrpurfuing fuch attempt ', to 
lofc all the money fo difburfed; yet thisdefign requiring no fuch difburfement 
butbeingc3rryedonbya/»mv»e^Sf(>r4, may at any time belayed down, by 
repayment of the Stock lo borrowed , feeing thattolay downthc practice of this 
enterprifc, isnomorelfaythen to pay the debt due upon thofe Bills. 

Confidering therefore that for men to pay their Debts can not be a damage to 
thcmfelves, (andmuchleffetoothcrs,) itmaytruely be faid, that thofe who 
attempt this Practice, may defiff when they pleafe without damage $ which was 
the thing to be proved. 

The Conclusion. 

A nd thus I conceive it is fully difcovcrcd,how it fbllowes that the agreement 
of the nddtracluf-mcn may be ordered in fuch fort at both they and all others though 
neve? Jo poor who arc in a way of trading, may 

Firfl, Multiply their returnes. 

Sec<mJly } Deal oncly for ready pay. 

'Ihirdty, Much underfill others. 

Fourthly , Tut the whole Nation upon this praffice. 

Fiftly 3 Gain notwithflanding mere then ordinary, 

Sixtly 3 Deftjl when they pleafe without damage. 

According to what was aftirmed in the tiricpage. 
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LIB. IV. SECT. IV. 

Shewing, 

Howitfollowes that all the aforefaid Advantages 
may be effected, Jo as the fame jhall tend much to 

1 . In rich the people of this Land. 

2. Difyerfe the monie boarded up, and fo forwards to 
the end of thofe twenty-four particulars menti- 
oned in die Title page. 

feSSSTS Ere wants (I confe0c)in the&id llalicks print the word 

in . ** 

*£££*£3ci5 Yet [And] being no other then a ConjunShn Copulative ,fignifies 
on Jy thus muchythat this enterprifetendeth to make good not only what went 
before, but that alfo which followes according to what lam now about to de- 
monstrate. 

So as the fame, 

The fame 5 That is s the very fame thing which affoards all the aforefaid advan- 
tages to the Viicicrtakers, and thofe that hang out the faid Flag t tendeth alfo to 
produce to th^Gcncrality of the people (viz by htconraging and aeceffitatiag them 
tothefame practice Jail the i*cfow/jwii*f/(7«j-nereafterexpreIIed 3 without any di- 
minution to thofe Advatttagcsjttiough the whole Nation-fhould join in this Eh* 
terprife 3 as hath been already demonftrated- 

Shall tend 

That is, as necefiarily as naturall caufes, to produce their proper effects j 
which appears by the fequelh 

Much, 

Thatis, M=nyoftheaforefaid24particulars; unto the utmoft extent that 
in reafon may be wifhed or permitted ; and the reft in very great meafure 5 as 
wiil be clear by what followes. 

Firft, To InrichthepeopleofthisLand. 

Thatis, toputthcG'.'iierality oft he people into a capacity of beftowiog 
comfortable maintenance upon tlismfcives and Families* reliefe of In- 
digent poor, entertainment off riends, Journeys for recreation, Phyfickand 

attendance 
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attendance when licit, and fuch like ; as much as can in reafon boviffjcd, and yet 
be in capacity to lay up plentiful! proportions for their pofterity befides. 

Eybcftou'ing^j , //«cA(uponthecomfortablernaintcniinccoftheinfelvcs&cc.) 
as can in reajou be a>i{bed$ I mean, either as Much as they would though they 
were one hundred times richer then they are; oratleaftitr /»/«■£ as from year to 
j ear can be procured for money and the beft Credit ', either out of the fruits of our 
own foil Jibe t rode ojfifhing or traffic^ with otherNationsit'or al this muft needs be the 
confequcnceofTr^candWcAwjWhenincreafedtotheK/fcrwjj/ijtheway where- 
untothisesi^W/cdothdiicover^as is proved Lib. i. Seel. $'. & Lib.4.Sec"t.i. 

Ifitbcqutftioncd, whether theutmofr improvement of our oven foil ^ the trade 
offijhmgandtrjfficl^witboiher Njt:ons would y ieldevery year (b great a quanti- 
ty of Commodity as might in reafon be wifhed > 

lanfivcr, If die Tradef* men cannot with money and the beft Credit^ viz. rea~ 
^pi)' in the aforefaid^/tf/. procure commodity, fo fait as by reafon of the a- 
bundant richesof the people, they fpend yearly upon themfelves, it argues that 
his trading is fuch ^Commodities go off his hands falter then he;? able with fuch 
ready pay to procure them. 

Now it it were once cc me to that pafle,ihat men could fell their Commodities 
and that for ready pay,as faft as by their utmoit ioduftry they were pofllbly able 
to procure t hem. ^ it can farce be eftimatcd^eithcr how much (\xc\\ ready pxy would 
incourage Jnduftry , or how much fuch todhjiry^ with luch quickjrelurnes i \voxi\c\ 
increale mens wealth andflocJ^ in abundant plenty of Commodity ; by making the 
Land wherein they livc( though the foil were never fo barren,) a kind of Store- 
houfcot Ware-houfexo the whole world:feeir.gthatifmen could find ialeforo«c 
Aw;(irc^///»wasmuchn'*» , cinthemonethastormerIy s it is cot to be believed 
that they would fail to ftore themfelves -proportionably, in cafe the whole world 
could but be madcf by the Art and Indujiry of men ) to affoard it. 

And to this puvpofeitwillbeneedfull to note what I have once obferved al- 
ready; viz. That ifthercbfcbutfaleforCo////«<K/>^ inanyplace<K-rt^/c,aUthe 
Merchants throughout rhe world would be fure to fend it thither in as great pro- 
portionsnscouldbc needfull:, wherchv fuch placethough never fo barren of it 
felf s b(.in£ 'as it were} the fiate oftrade^ might become as full of commodity in re. 
fpect ofthc reft of the n»flr /ft', as London is toother parts of England. 
The HolLtn. have put this truth out <ot"quefUon, by their own cxperjence^whofe 
Land) thnugh fo barren us it yields in a manner nothing; yet it being their con- 
fer.: pnaTicetohearkenuntoall/Vc/^/d//, jwcaftnrijcfuchasare good, and fet 
en font all that tends to the advAnt:.eoUrjde 3 Indufiry and riches (asconducmg a- 
mongft other ^vantages to the increafe oiCujlome^excife €^r.)andinallthefe 
thingstoufe difpafrh ; they ha.vealmofl/wgrrt^ all tradinginto their own cu- 
stody s and notwuhftandiug fur;"h Harrmncjjc of their oven joil 9 are as it were the 
Storc-hoitfeofF-uropr. for plenty of Commodity. 

In which by the way> hat. they fhould fomuch exceed ./nay that they fhculd 
come ncer unto \is,. in r egajrdofthegrcat_fr*;'/w/«{//c of this Land in corrnari- 
fon of thtirs;what reafim J'&eing they have bin exercifed with War much longer 
then we )can be given, bur. our want of Induftry and watchjiflnijfe to take ail op- 
portunities for advance of trade amongft us> 

And thisdoth indeed tVjmonftrate., that we in England arenas one faifh^like 
thofcprodigrdl fpendthr ffts, who being ffr/r/ to a reasonable cftate:, watte and 
confume their fuftance -for want of goo&hufoandry, till they reduccthernfelves. 
to extream want$ whereas they in Holland like thofc young beginners that have 
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little or no stacl^,iior any friends to depend upt;r), dofoferioufjy apply their 
mir.des to all the methodes cj tkrivi*g 3 as they quickly become exceeding rich. 

Wherein feeing it cannot be denyed,but that the many lad cflt&s of thofca- 
ir.onQjftuSjWho/MT/^/irnw;*; will leave without excuie, fuchas (ball ntglcft 
( in their placesand calling) to hu/band natures liberal/ gijtcs to ihebeft advan- 
tage f when an eafie ///wwer thereunto is difcovercdj I hope the fear of Go^, wjil 
prevent all thofe whom it concerns, from finning fo much againft the light of 
nature, as to ncglcdt in any meafure poffible, the furtheranceof that manes. 

But to return trom whence we have cigrefi'edyis tothefruitfulneKorourwifKie 
foil\ k is well known, thatbeforcour late troubles } ihh Land didafToaidus/>i'e»/- 
rj enough $ that there is like cobcrnuchofitfarbeeter/.'.y/'rfliwi/, bothbyrtic 
j.tle oi'that which hath not been plowed up for thefe. many generations (if ever 
at all A nd by many excellent waits lately difcoveredfor improvement ef Land, 
againft the pra&ife whereof there U no greater difcouragement then that of a 
high rate ofinrcrefi, (ashathbecnlongfinccdcmonftrated by thofe who have 
writ of that fubjeel ) which by meanes of this cutcrprijc will be exceedingly Icf- 
ftnedAfviat annihilated, as I (hall (hew in its place : To which purpofcif any de- 
fire further fat isfati ion concerning the improvement of Land;Irefer th'.-mtoa 
Book put forth by c&ptainWalt. Blitb called the EngUth improver; and cfpcci.il- 
ly to the ftxond edition thereof which I am informedf being now coming forth) 
will prefentrhe world with manyexcellentdifcoveiiesnever before observed: 
I would advife thofe who arc concerned therein to fpeak with the Author him- 
felf ; who if he be able, as I hope he is, to give a rational account of his underta- 
kings to thofe that thai convene with him;it cannot but give muchfatisfaftion. 

His lodging I believe, may be found by inquiring of him that prints his 
Book. Thus much I tho.ight good to intimate,not for any fkill I have to judge 
of this' Authors Works * } but out ofadefirc that all things tending to publique 
good,might be inquired out andfurchercd here,as much as they arc in other parts 
of the world. 

Now as the Land, fo no doubt the Sea, wouldbe as helpfull to us, asitisto 
thcHi>//itttcler: j thwu^ih(i'ira : lcof filing which isof no fmallimportance,by rea- 
fon of the many fcverall trade* that depend thereon: the much imployment for 
the Poor t hat it would occafion, 5c the great incrcsic of victual which will by that 
meanes be produced ; whereby not onclyF//& but F/r^j would /i^/« price: For 
clfcthe,5<v/tr.<///j<ofthe people might, (andefpeciallyrhePoffrwould; feed fo 
much the more upon Fijb, tillthcpriceof Flcfb did thereby fall confidcrably. 

Adde to all this that the number ofperfons amonft us,aie v ' though a thing much 
to bclamcntcd /exceeding! y lc£iencd,by the abundance of Bloud that hath bin 
ib unhappily fpilt in thefe lite wavs,befides the multitudes that by rcafon of the 
nertfpIattt.it/otr 1 3 and efpccially by rcafon of our /<*/e;nw/Z'/c.r, haveforfaken this 
their Native foil. 

Now J fay in all thefe refpeds it muft needs be granted, that thought he People 
of this Land were generally rtch 3 whereby they might be ftp & upon ihcmfthcs and fami- 
lies a. cowjortai>k maintenance-^ yet this fruit full Land, by the helps of the Sea through 
the trade ofFijling and traffck, with other Nations, would affoardf.ow time to time a 
Store as much as at each time would he ncedfuU^or in rcafon definable. 

And consequently that by the ufe of thcaforefaid Bils,\n a way of Trade, tra- 
ding may be incrcafed, and by confequencer/cAe/,and that fo as whereby, to pat 
the generality of the people into a capacity of be flowing upon them comfortable mainte- 
nance of 'the wfclvcs and families , relicfe of Indigent poor* entertainment of friends, 
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journeys for recreation, rhy/tcl^and attendance when pck,. t andfueblikc\ asmuchas 
cm m reafon be wijbcd> and yet be in capacity to lay up plentifull proportions for tbetr 
pojicrities bepdet, which was the thing to be proved. 

Secondly, To difperfc the money hoarded up, 

TheaforefaidE>///notpaffingaboutbutwithAT/y>«»i)»y,Cin cafe there be 
money enough in thcLandto^«i/<:them,other\vifenot. bur with a convenient 
proportion of money j)muft needs by the revolution of them, draw forth all the 
money in the Land, toasquickacurrenttbroughtbehands of Tradef-mcn as 
the Bill/ themfelves, the rather for that when men find trading ejuicl^ - ( thouj-h 
they have never fo much money by thtm) they will(forthtir profit ) be ready 
to convert all their flock into n>//Korf(WAw^/J'/;whereasothcrwiferichmen 
are forced to keep the moft part of their eftates by them inmonsy which tends 
tothcdcftrucrionofTrade, and thereby to induce men to hoard up moneys 
fo mi:ch the more, to the greater obfiru&ion of Trade, and ib on , till all be 
brought to mine, as is demonstrated Lib. t. Seft. 4. 

Whcreaswhatfoevertendethtothequickning ofTrade, producing f for the 
fame reafon, )the contrary effect, it followes that this enterpnze tendtth in 
boththeaforefaidrefpefts/i?c/>//'c/yc/Aetf«j*7cj(/jfltfr^ap. 

Again, fome men ingrojfing moneys, as others do Commodities ,to the end that 
moneys being fcarce, therateof/«fcrc/2mightberaifed, ifthercforc;' as Ifliall 
prove hereafter jiuterefi by this meanes will come to little or nothing, it muft 
needs follow that fuch money-mongers will be prevented, and confequently, 
that in this refpeft aifo, this caufe will tend mac h to difperfc the money hoarded 

Thirdy, To Import Bullion from Beyond- Sea. 

That is, to caufe Silver, Cold and Forreigne come in cither, to be brought from 
beyond-Sea,xnd coyned in the lower of London jo the great enc reafe of uioney,and 
confequently trade xtxd riches amongft us. 

For as I fhallfbew hereafter $ by meanes of this cnterprife it ihall come to pafle, 
that Forrc/gn Commodities will be cheaper here in England then in the places from 
whenccthcy arc brought. 

I fay cheaper, by which I meane, when the Forreign Coins that fuch Commo- 
dities do port our Merchants bcyond-Sea,is of greater valuc(weight and fincnefle 
confidered) then the price in Englijh coyn, which thofe Forreign Commodities will 
yield here, whereby fuch Forreign Coineot bullion f being brought hither) would 
yield more in Englijh money( being coined at the Tower) then uich Forreign Cora- 
i/iodj tic it ftl'c , foas they who fliouldrcturnc fuch coineot Bullion, without 
laying it out in fuch commodity, would gain more then by the return of fuch 
commodities 

Now from hence it muft needs follow, that Merchants would ufe all meanes 
poffible tolmport Bullion rather then any fuch Commodity^Therefore if by means of 
this cnterprife, itjhallcome topaffe., that Forreign Commodities mil be cheaper here 
itiEngimd, t hen in the places from whence they are brought (as\ (hall prove in its 
place; it cannot be denyed thzttR\scnterprifedotni.eT\d much ,to caufe bullion to 
be imported from beyond-Sea, which was the thing to be proved. 
Obi. But if Enghfb Commodity s fall in price as well asf «•««» Merchants would 
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fell our Englhh Commodities at fo much the lower rate beyond-Sea, which 
would by the lame rcafon, occalion monies tobe'evported. 

sinf. Though Englijb commodities fhould" here fall in p rice never fo rruch, if 
Forrcign commodity s tall here alfo, it doth r.ot follow that Merchants could af- 
fcard to fell ourEnglfoCt-mmodities ever the cheaper bey ondfet. 
For fuppofejbothf orrcign and dome\itck,Commodities ^ were but the twentieth part 
of the rate here as in other places 5 yet it in this caie Merchants mould lull our 
C ommoditits beyond-fea ; at necr the twentieth part ot the rate asrormeny, then 
feeing ^ bey ond-feajthey muftpay as much as ever for ihvh Forreiga commodity s % 
and fel them here but at the /m«//tv/>partoftherateasfonr,erIy,they would lofc 
about nineteen parts of twenty by the whole return. 

Whereason the other (ide,ir'thcy gain 00 s.for 13. d. by the Commodities 
exported, then though by thecheapenctteof Fonetgn Commodities here, they 
lofe 1 3 s 6 d- p tr I, by Importing of ihem^yet they gain 50./W i:;oby the whole rv- 
tum ; and would in this cafe, gain no kllc then 20 <./w 12 d.ii they fhould return 
tht Torretgn coin it felt, wi< hout buy ing any fuch commodity. . 

It ii clear then, that though domejtic^as well as Forrcign commodities* do fall in 
price here in England; yet Merchants cannot affoard to fell our Englift commo- 
dities ever the cheaper beyond-fea, fo longas Forrcign commodities continues be- 
■\ond-fea, at thefamerateasformerlyj becaufeby pacing dearer be) ond-fea, 
for thofe Forrcign commodities thenthey fell them torhcre, theyfuftrin a loQe t 
which they muft make up with tome profit upon the whole return ^y felling our 
FuyJ.fh Commodities there, as deer as ever. And for the further clearing or this 
rVy itcrytake one more inftance:fuppofethey lofe tenpoundsinthelundredhy the 
Commodities/w^cr/^, then though they gain thirty in the hundredby the Com- 
rncdiric-s exported* yetbythc whole return they gain clear but twenty pounds in 
the hundred z, whereas I fay again, if they could return theForreigu coin or Xu!hon t 
• they would fave the faid lofle often pounds in the htmdred^nd confequeutly gain 
a t'h. ny in the hundred by the whole return. 

If it be objected again,'hat in this cafe, men would Import no other commodi- 
ty but Bullion^ becaufe it would bemofl projitablcxothem. 

i aniwer, tbisNa. ijn doth fcarce ftand in need of any Forrcign Commoditiecx- 
capt Sugar ; yet ifour Merchants cannot procure their return in Bullion^ they 
mufr return other Commodities whether they will or no; for other Statts,uf- 
i;-g their beft endeavor to prevent the exporting of Bullion , Merchants 
carnor with fafcty uiakcCfrcqiicnily)iheincturnstherein. 

If it be qucftioned, whether thefe Bills fcrving in the place of money 3 would not 
occafion that money being in this refpeci of lefle neceffity, would be ex- 
ported? 

lanfweruhat/^wc/flconfcffeinthiscafejwonldnotbe fo neceffarv, nay 
if we had not one dram ofmouy or IvUion in the Landj yet having a fufHcient 
quantity of thefe Bills nmongfr u»,I do not fee what confidcrable inconvenience 
could Pillow in any refpeft w hatfocver j for whether a Nai ion have any Silver 
amongfrthem or no, yetifthey can7><«.'casWeJI without it, what need they 
care? for their cfates'w Vendible Commodities t (andconfequentiy thexrCrcdit) 
i,cfas rea!l value as if it were in money. 

ifitbcrep'vcd, that money would beneceffary for the rctalcoi commodities, 
payment ot Soiddicrs and fuch like. 

Ianfwer, this mighrffbranced,asT havealready inefTcftintimated)bedone 
by thefe Bids without money, yet rather then want money for fuch an occafion, 
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1 will not fay we might coin Farthings and balf~pencet\a\ mould be worth inline 
copper about the value they aretakenfor; But wc might pui chafe Bullion with 
fo'mc of our commodities ; a law being made that Merchants ihall make, at Jolt 
the trcclpb part of their renames in Bullion ^ which would inrich the Nation, 
more then fuch flight and Tall Commodities as are ufually returned ;:t deer 
rates, in ftead of thofe many and excellent Mercbandifes that this Nation 
yields. 

Butlanfwcragain; that though in this cafeawwc;' would not befoneceflury 
as formerly, yet that would be no motive at all unto the exporti ng of our coirt^ 
for it is well known, that particular perfonsin their dealings in a way of Trade, 
do not looke fo much at what is moffc ncccj/ary for the Common- weal th,r.s wh.>t 
is moft Profitable for themfelves, now certain! am, that as the multiplying of 
thefe Bills amongft usffaccording to what is already proved) wouid in one re- 
fpeft make the importingof Bullion, moxc profitable then any other commodity 5 
fo it is clear, that upon no confideration whatfoever, it can make the exporting 
of come more profitable to them, then other wife it would be. 

If it be faid that it may make money and Bills fo plentiful here,as in other coun- 
tries where money is fcarce,mcn will givebigher rates fork, and confequently, it 
will be cxportedto thofc parts. 

I ar.fwer, theyt-rtrc/r^of»w«c^inthofeother parts , cannot proceed from 
our plenty of Bills hi England. 

Secondly) they muft give fuch bigberrates either in money , in commodities 
or in exchange by Bills of exchange s if in money , then they ]ofe more 
Bullion then they gain by the bargain \ if in Commodities, that is no ctherwifCj 
but to fell their commodities fo much the cheaper, upon condition they may have 
their returnes made them in mony,and not otherwifejand why jf money befcarcc 
here, may not we in England take the fame courfe, much rather then any other 
Nation, havinginour own hands, allCo/«pWrt«/thataremeerlyriecellaryfor 
mans fubfiftance? And thirdly, if in exchange by Bills of cxchang.-(tfl{i:y inthis) 
they g'lvc a higher rate for our coinc then formerly, it will be the occaGon of//«- 
porti/rg their coinc hither, and not of exporting ours to other parts- 

As to inflance, if any Nation do give for any fum in EngUjh coiu^ afumof 
greater value in their owncoin\ itfollowes, that they who having fuch fum in 
Forreign coin due to them,fhould receive it by exchange in Fjigl/fb com.thcy fhould 
thereby receive a fum of leffe value, then that which was due unto them in For- 
reign com--, and therefore, ("aiming at their own profit) would indcavorto «w. 
portfucb Forreign coin hither, and not to receive it by fuch exchange in Engtifb 
coin. 

By all thisthen you fee it is not with money, as it is with commodity, that 
t hefcarccr and ( by confequence) the Jcercr it is in any />/<«, the more like it is 
to be fent into that place ; but the contrary. 

If it fhould be yet further obje&ed, that fuch hicreafe o/j?/#/amongftus, may 
occafion Forreign Nations to enhance their own com, and by confequence, to 
undervalue oms -j whereby it fhould follow, that a Merchant having an hun- 
dred poundsduetohimherein&^//j?j<:flw, cannot get fo much in value, re- 
turned beyond-fea in Foorreign coinfo as if he could export his 1 00 1. Fnglifh coin, 
it would vield him more beyond* fca^ thenby Bill of ex change ^ac can get there 
paid him in Forreign coin. 

I anfwer, the encreafing of thefeBillsamongftushereinEngland, canbe 
no motive to other Nations to enhance their money 5 they being every whit as 
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like to do this, whether we take any iuch courfe of trading with thefe £r//t 3 or 
no ; which yet if they Ihouldjt would dousfo much the UiOxeprejudict } by how 
much the greater a damage it will be to thisNation.to have rhcir money exported^ 
when they have no other meancs to maintain Trade amongft them. 

Yet in a word,and fo to pane from this, why may not we hhance ourn.onis(in 
order to exchanges abioad thcu^hnottorcntsandis't'i/Jamongnourlclves) as 
well as other Nations doetheirs? and Why fhouldnotwebe as cartfull of our 
own pnrfcrvati 'n, as the very Perjians, Juries &c> by applying our felvesto 
the ulc of fomc cfflctuall meanes, whereby the price of out exchanges may be fo 
high, astooccai'ionthat no Merchants fhail rcrurn their moneys, byexchangc 
without great Icfie^ fo as then having no Trade amongft us by exchange for mo~ 
mys with other Nations, butmcerly by import ingot moneys or commodities, and 
that ofww/yjbcingC by meancs ofthjsenterpiife) made moft profitable of the 
two, this undertaking {haH, ( inthisrefpeclt ) tend to much the more, tathc im- 
porting of Bullion, (rom beyond- fo* according to what was here to be proved. 

4. To raifc Banks of money in divers places. 

That is, when this Enterprife ihill be pra&ifed not onelv in London, butin 
moft of the chiei' Cities and liwncs in England, ifthofeof this Engagement (hall 
thinkefit to caufe any considerable fumme; ofmoney C payabletothcm; to be 
paidintothefaid Office there toliein.BiW*4e for exchange of thofe Bills when 
need requires, it inuft ncedsoccafion the railing of fo many Y>ankes, as there arc 
offuch Offices. 

Yet, becaufe the greateft B"4w ofmoney whatfoever, could affoard 
noone advantage, but what will follow in asfull a meafure,from theufeof 
thefe hills alon e,though no fuch Battles were-raiied(as appears"by the particulars 
in the Title- page^and becaufe Brf«^cx( being in money ) are lyableto hazard, 
throughthe unfaithfulnes qfefficers intru£rcdthercin,anddiversorher waiesj 
whereby thoufandsarein danger of nan atonce,(>oany one of which hazards t 
thisenterprifeisnowaies incident, ^Ifhallnotputany ftrcfieupon this, Lut 
refer it to the coniidcration of others. 

5. Tofettleafecureandknowncredir* 

That is, both as fafe and pullique as that c?xhpChaml>cr of London, ; Bank? of 
AmUerdamor any which on earth can bccft*blij!..cd,.a$ Is demon flratcdLib.^.Sefl:, 
4. The great advantage whereof istheArgumentofthewholeTreatife- 

o.Tomake fuch Credit -current. 

That istopaffebyB//// from hand to hand in theplace ofmoney, whichfl 
fay )may as cafily be effected here as B/#/ of far lcflc credit in o.ther parts of the 
world arc made Paffabk therc^thefe being fuch as will yield tht money they are ta- 
ken jor in hand, if the polfcflor of them hath a mind to fell them, ,a* is evidently 
cleared in Lib. a. Se&. 5. &Lib. 3. Seft. 3. 5, 6. & 7. 

7. To extend fuch credit to any degree needfull. 

That is. to multiply jthe number of the aforcfaidBflfr, fo as to equalize in 
value mens eJrWcrmCommoditie, if that were needfull 5 Lib. a.SedVg. And 
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by conlequencc, to make mens trading one hundred times greater then formerly, 
asisdcmonftratcdLib. i. Seft. 4. and Lib. 2. Seft.-j. 

S. To quicken the revolution of money and credit. 

That an encreafeofwowyfnot hoarded up;or that which goesfor fuch doth 
occafion an encrcafeof Tfade i that fuch encreafe of trade, doth quicken the cur- 
rent o(luch»/ff«(?vCorwhatfoever is taken in ftcad thereof ' by incouraging men 
through fuch quickjreturnes of Commodity to lay out in f.ich commodity all they 
receive, with the utmoft (peed poffible, whereby the fame money, rVringno 
where, muft needs occafion a qnicl^cnrrent thereof 5 is i ufficiently ckmoufti ated 
in Lib. 1. Scft* 3.4. 

9. To diminish the Intereft for monies, 

To^«/ff{/?jitCIfay)foasto make it fuddainly fall to very little, and at laft 
to nothing. 

For who will put ia fecunty to borrow money upon Tutereft t vrhea he may upon 
like fecunty, have fuch Bitts as will paficin the rlaceofiwtfKffr lent h'ungrai&r 
& that in 1 uch a way, as whereby to be brought into a capacity of multiplying hjs 
trading to the utmofi degree pojjjblc} 

This advantage will be ot great concernment in many refpetts,as pafling from 
one particular to another,! have, (partly. already noted) and (hall further note, 
where occafion is offered. 

10. To make Commodity fupply the place of money, 

Ccww^'*/cfuppIicstheplaceof/w«/iy,twowaies^ either when by reafon of 
art extraordinary quickneffe ofpradtu%$t'u{ as they fay )every mans money 5 and 
becomes fo Vendible^ as men .could not loft to take it for money it fclf, at the 
ratcof the Market; andthisisnomorethenthe ■effeftof. trade, when quick- 
r.ed to thcutmofi , period.Second]y,Ctf/»//»<//^'. fopplyeth the place of money, 
when money (or that which goes for fuchj is fo plentiful as any man that hath 
commodity , andconftquentJ.y Credit^ may upon, morgaging thereof borrow 
fuch money without paying Intereft, and fo may obtain ^wiv.irrai to yet keep 
the old commodity (whichgiveshim thisCra/>/)frillin hi.'-cufiody. 

Now, both thefe are the undeniable cfT^ds of thii.cnterprife, andbeiegput 
together, dolikc/wfummcs not added faatmultiplyr.d each by other, produce 
a third, much greater then thetotall of both .- For the inarejakable commodity 
is, the berter fecurity it is for borrowing money thereupon ; one the better fe- 
curity it p the Jcfleare men con drained toundcrfci] it,for procuring fuch money t 
and confequcntly the more faleablc it is 5 hence it is yet fo much the better feeum 
riiy t therefore alfo yet fo 'much the. more (aleable j flndfo^w//»««w; here- 
upon, CI fay) thefc two advantages being put together, do rend to mult}* 
p!\ each other, whereas either of them alone, maktsgoodwhat was. affirmed, 
namely, that thk ctttcrprifcterideth to make commodity f upply the place of money.'.'; 

Now, whetensThercfpeakeofCi»»/wo^/cJ:being/cfHr//j'for the borrowing 
ef'V'Vtt?, (by which money [mean theaforefaid-E///OyetI would not have it 
tobeunderftood . as iftheC0«//MKj' before mentioned mould ordinarily accept 
of Comwodity for their feenrityi but my meaning is, thatthofc wrtohavcan £- 
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(late ia Commodity , if they makeover that estate to fiich their friends or ac- 
quaintance, as being of fufficient ability, are willing to become bound as jure. 
//« for them, tothefaidOw^a/, for borrowing of the faid B/Z/fj tbofe/»«- 
/«/ caufingthemfelvcs to be infured againft hazards of Fwvr, //■><?/(, and all iuch 
likefuddainandconiidcrable /<y/cx, and alfo ingaging the principal! to pcr- 
n-jit them to take a frequent accompt of their ordinary gaines and loiles ; here- 
by if the (unties find the ftcckot the Trincipalito beat any timeciminifhcd,they 
may caufe him to re turn a proportionable quantity of t he Bills thus borrowed 5 
foas from timeto timeto equalize the Bills borrowed, to the reft of the Princi- 
palis eftatc. 

All this being done, I do not fee that fachfurctjet can incur any lo'fle, but 
what they might eafily have been able to prevent : for all juddain aumaget and 
difajlert beinginfunda^ainjiy it is not poffible for a mantoloteabovefta ««£*// 
of his flock fomdainly, asnottobeforefceni in which cafe, the «Aer halfcjtt'xll 
fervetopaythedebt, dueupon theft Hills. 

All which things for that they tend to (hew how commodity may be made e- 
quinalent to money, ( by being fufficient /war/tii for borrowing of that, which 
goes for money) were meet in this place to be inlerted. 

11. To ingroiTe the Trade of Europe. 

The Hollander, ( having a greatc flock} will famcxiaicsittgroffh a commodi- 
ty from theMerchants of all other nations,in what land foevcr it is to be found} 
and then agree not to part with it again, but at their own rate. 

I commend not this courfe, inallcafes; yet for a people to be in capacity to 
practiced when need requires, whereby they maybe able to repay other Nati- 
ons with their own coin, if for their neceffary defence they be julHy provoked 
thereunto, is very Stand requifit. 

Now* asitiidear.thatthegreater flock a people have, the better they (hall 
be inabled to Vye with othersat this kind of Game 5 foit is already demonstra- 
ted that by the multiplication of thefe Bills mens flocks and eflatcs may in fhort 
time be extended toihe utmoft degreeneedful. 

But further, according to the words of Mr. Robinfon before cited, the 
greater trade of one country ^bath a capacity cf undermining and eating out. the Icjfcr 
Trades of other countryes, that is, by buying cheaper and felling for leue profit; 
And Co felling the fame commodities as cheap perhaps,as other Nations can buy 
them,it muftneedstend to Ingrofieali the Trade into theirown hands} as the 
Hollander hath by thismeanes done by the Tr.tde of jiJk/ng:Thercf ore this enter- 
prife tends much to ingroffc tbcTradc of Europe. 

1 3. To fill the Land with Commodities. 

When mattersarcfoordered, asmen donot generally keep their Eftates 
by them in moneyt, their Tradings confequently, their stocks and eftates in 
Commodity^ muft needs increafcthefafter, by how much the more fuchz»M«y 
doth incrcafe amongft them. 

Now, bymeanesof thisenterprife, the aforefaid 2/#^Thercfore alfo 7m- 
^/tf&confequentlymcns/yw'^/ and E/kt/c/, in Commodity ( therefore Commodity^ 
may be encreafed to the utmoft degree that can in reafon be wifhedi as is already 
fufficiently demonftrated. 
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13. ToabawthepriceofCommodity. 

This Enterprife tends effectually, to abate the price of Commoditie, four 
waies 3 

1 . By incrcafing the plenty thereof, Lib. j . Sed>. 6. 

2. By quickning of returtut, whereby men are inabled to live upon lefle pro- 
iitperl. Lib. 1. Sect. 7. 

9. By reducing Interejl to nothing ; whereby mens' bargaines in a way of 
Trade t purcbafe t planting, Building &c. are rated accordingly. 

4. Byrnablingfometounderfell others 5 whereby others are neceflitated to 
fell as cheapc as they; and fo on, till this pradtice doth become uuiveifalLib. 4, 
Sect. 3. 

Now, if the price of Commoditys fall never fo much in England, yet fiich fall 
doth not hinder a further tall : forthough,(as is already noted) both Forrcign 
and domejtickCommodittes , ihould tall till thofe things which are now fold at 
so s. may be had for 1 2. d. yet feeing he that receives this u.d. can pn.cure 
asmuchnew Commodity therewith, a;s formerly with Msao. s. it muft needs 
come to pafle, that by the fame reafon as Commodities fell to this lowrace,they 
may fall ftillmoreand more perpetually. 

Further, incafeMerchants(whoexport our Englifh Commodities) mould 
purchafe them here at the twentieth part of the rate as formerly, then (though 
by fuch a fall in the price of Commodities in England, Forreign as well as dome- 
JlicJ^ Commodities be fold at the twentieth part of the rate as formerly, yet) they 
may affoard to fell their Forreign Commodities rifo at the twentieth part of the 
rate as formerly , and ftill gain as much per 1. as ever, by the whole rcturn- 

Andtherefore^that which occafionsin England,a considerable fall in the price 
of Commodities in General), muft needs occafion a fall in the price as well of 
Forrcign as oiFttglilh Commodities, although theyfhouldcome to that low rate, 
astobcfold cheaper ir^Etiglandthen they were bought bcyond-fea^ and from 
hence follows one thing, that in the particulars touch ing the importing of Bulli- 
on was taken for granted } viz. that this enter ptife tendethto occafion Forreign 
Commodities to become cheaper here, then in the places from whence they are brought % 
Therefore this enterprife tendeth to abate the price ofCommodisj ;and that ftil more 
and more perpetually. 

14. ToprovideftoreagainftFamine. 

That is, when corn (or any provifion fittobeftorcd.up)ischeape in any 
Land or Nation whatfocver; it may by this meanes be bought up, and pawn- 
ed for Bills C according to fuch quantity as fhall be allowed by authority ; with 
which Bills fas with a new frock ) men may continue to Trade, keeping their 
com or fuch like commodity, till a time of fcarcity 5 And this will both affoard 
advantage to thofe that (tore it up,and help much to mitigate the dearth; which 
otherwise would fometimesenfue. 

For though;, fuch ftoi ing up of corn or other provifion, as it is managed by 
men looking folcly at their own private advantage, is a practice much abufed to 
the oppnjpon ("and not reliefe) of the poor ; yet that ihould not debar men from 
the ri^ht and lawful Vfe thereof, in regard that ( if honeftly managed )it tends 
as much, tothen?k//eofthcpoor in a time of dearth, asany one thing whatfo- 
cver 5 
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ever ; Thus then it appears that this entcrprife, tendeth to provide Jiore againjt 
Pamhu 

15. To relieve and imploy the poor. 

Torc/wwthem, viz. Firft, byoccafioningafallinthepriceofCtfw«(^/;Vw, 
Secondly , by providing flore againft Fsmin. Thirdly, by mriching the gener- 
ality of the people, through which meancs both the number ofthoic that (land 
in need of reliefe, are decrcafed, bygrowingrich} andalfothofe that fhould 
reiiwVt tficm arc io much the more **trw/crf,both in nuinbcr Mid cftate.Foarth- 
Jy jby erecting Temic-bottfe*, through whicbjinattcrsmaybefoordercd'as theft 
Bills maybe lent without Intcrcfi for Tome fmall charge -per Cant, to- 
wards the maintenance 01 an Office^ And that not onety for inconfiderablc fums 9 
in the manner ofBridges in Flanders ,but for fuins of great value to accommodate 
Merchants and others. And herebyalfoitmuftnecdscomctopafie, that not 
onely extortion , but even Intcrcfi o{ moneys muftneeds come fuddainly to no- 
thing. Butofthis(Godpermitting)morchercafter, ifneedrequire. 

Therefore, this mterprife tendeth much to rcli eve the poor 3 which was the fuft 
thingtobeproved. 

Secondly, to imploy them. Firft by increafc of Trade $ for without trading 
there cannot be fufficicnt imploymcntio? fuch poor, as are willing to take pains, 
much lefle for others. Secondly, by inrichingthepeople, whereby they are in- 
abled to maintain more Servants and Aticnclants 3 both in reference to their 
Trades and Families* and that both in their health and fickntfle. 

Thirdlyiby mens putting thcirneerefl: Friends and relations that are deftitute 
of any meancs of lively-hood into fomc credible way of i/nployment: For men. 
thatarcrichthemfclvcs, will be loathto fee their neereft nlathns perifh, for 
to maintain them at their own charge,) when through a general quickneffeof 
Trading, the mcanes of putting them Into a, thriving Condition, is made 
Feafiblc. 

Fourthly, through theabatcment of Intefeji^ whereby thofe monied men 
who are destitute of the fkill of any Trade (of which there are very many) 
would be glad to lend their flock upon reasonable conditions,to fuch honefl and 
wel- governed perfons,as having fkillin aTradc are out of prefcht imployinent, 
for want of (lock of their own ; And this no doubt would occafion fuch men to 
be fought after, and put in a way, not onely of lively-hood, but of thriving. 

Fifthly; fuch officers as fhall at any tirne be imploycd in fitting the poor on 
works-, and intrufled with a ftocktothatend; may by onely hanging out fuch 
a Flag as is before mentioned, find falc for their Commodities, and that with 
ready pay in money or Bills, though they fhould prepare them never fofafl; 
without which it is manifeft,their attempt would be both a prejudice to them- 
felvcs, and to thofe poor that arewillingtotakepaiiis for a lively-hood: and 
likewife thefe officers, if they put in fecurity may alfo double fuch their ftock. 
with thcycarly increafc thereof \ Therefore this enterprifc tendeth much, and in 
many rcfpc&s to imploy the poor 5 Which was the fecond thing here to be 
proved. 

16. To augment CufromeandExcife. 

According to the iocrcafe of Trading, fuch is thccu£reafeofCB/?<M«eand 

Excifc 5 
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Bxcifc 5 which ifTrudingwcrcmultiplyedproportionably, might tivt i„ 7Z 
place of .il 1 taxes, with a fufficient overplus beiides, to the gre<t advantage of 

17. TopromotethefaleofLands. 
1. It is a rale that the decreafe of mterefl, doth increafe the price of 

5. WhowillnotbuyWwhenbyrnorgr.Ringtherame, hemay have his 
flock, rtftorcd in Bills, whereby to follow a Trade ? 



It Will 



J . /illbefortheadvantagcofthlsCompany, to pu.-chafe imL in man- 
n *7?'f,.?, tdaK 4, L , ,b - ?- Sea - '•• Whercb v 'hey may increafe .he number of 
the laid Bills, untiltheyhavemultiplycd their Trading, unto the utmoft de- 
gree poflible. 

Therefore this enterprife tendeth in. divers refpefts, to promote the Lie of 
lands, J ' 

18. To remove the caufes of imprifonment for Debt. 




AM..*, v . uv ..»...^. -mu.. ..«.* 4>.«-.uj luuiu.cnriy oenionltrareo $l ft mult 
needs tend to occafion that tiading upon prwate credit, ("which doth occafion 
many mens mning in £r4/,fuj thtr then they areable to fatisfiejwij foor. bt laid 
down: Thcreforcthisen'tCjprifetendethmuch«>re»»«;ej|Ji;«»/«<i/«i>cMiia. 
incut for debt. 

to. Toleffen the hazard of Trading on Credit. 

For feeing by this mcanes all Trading on private Credit , will be laid down and 
that the hazard of Trading upon the credit of this Company will nor be confider- 
able, in regard that tbeSecimtf for making good what they undertake is r mat- 
ters being ordered as isdeclared ; no Idle then cquall to that of thechamber of 
London, Baukeof Amttcrdamosycrj which on earth can bei>iven,as is fully clear- 
ed Lib- 5. Sea. 4. Therefore this enterprife (hall tend to leffen ( and in a man- 
ner to annihilate} the hazard of Tradingon credit 5 which {.in a word j will be no 
ftuall incouragement to trade. 

20. To prevent high- way-Thieves. 

If matters be ordered fo,as thefe Bills though furprifed in the high-waies, (hall 
neitherbeanybenefittothc/tfr/nv/er, nor any loffetohim, from whom they 
are taken fwhich how it may be done, I (hall (hew hereafter if need require) it 
will occafion that men will feldome ( if ever ) fend any confiderable fums,from 
oneTowntoanotherinwoKyi bur exchanging their money for Bills( fuch Bills 
being as goodfl fay)as any Bonds wbatfocverjwitl rather fend thofe Bills in ftead 
of money, whereby fuch robers asaimeatthefurprifingofmony, willbedifa- 
pointed. 

Now, feeing fuch Robbers will not find it at all worth their time, much lefle 
foapparcnt h.izardof their livesand fortunes, to make a common practice of 
licaling goods , which in regard they muft fpecdily fell them , before 

they 
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they could meet with a chapman ("that would give them any thing worth 
the labour of carriage, ) could not choofc but be in great danger to be ap- 
prehended efpcciallyCl fay ) if they'continuc this practice. 

Hence, thenitfollowes,Jthat this enterprifc tendeth to remove all opportu- 
nities of advantagefrom bigh-rpay.thieves i by that courfeof lifcj That is,<fo pre- 
vent highway-thieves, which was the thing tobe proved. 

3i. Tomultiply Ships for defenceat Sea, 

It is a rule that the more Trading doth encreafe in any place, the more 
ships multiply in that places efpecially if Intmfi fall to little or nothing; For 
bythismeanes, men may procure money as well to build (hips, as to improve 
Land or Build houfes at a low rate; nowthcimore (hips any Nationhath, the 
more ftrong they are at Sea ; Therefore this cnterprife tends to multiply fhips for 
^c/cw«ir5w;And-whether to this purpofe it might not bemeet there wcrcan 
Aftagainftimployingany Ships, butourown, I fubmit to confederation. 

a i. To multiply meancs for defence at Land. 

A people being generally exceeding rich, and in a thriving way ofTradc s the 
charge of maintaining a confidcrable Army (with f>dlaudduep.<:y t )is in compari- 
son of a Burden, but as a Fly upon the Back of a CameB. 

Now, thisfuSandduepay, is in fuch fort the finewes of Warre y that (as it is 
vcryhardkeepingfouldierstogetherwithoutit ; fojthere is no. great fear of 
•wanting fouldiers , where fuch pay is to he had ; Hence, it is clear, that riches is 
theprincipall meanesofapeoples-f/c/ewM; andconfequentiy, that this courfe 
tendeth to multiply wearies for defence at Land ; as doth morefully appear upon a 
due confederation of the particulars following, concerning taking away advan- 
tages of opposition* 

23 ; To incorporate the whole ftrcngth of England. 

By both incour.iging and neccjpttthrg the generality ofmen throughout the 
Land,to joinc in 'this engagement,it willfollow, that the mod; considerable part 
of the whole NatIon,wilI be incorporated into this onefecrtty or company^whlch 
( as matters may be ordered, )wfll tend fo to refolve all their Interefis into onc,as 
men will not be in capacity though they would, to ftdewithparties^ozs there 
.villlieakindofncctfiityuponthemfortheirmeer fubfiftance, to ftick toge- 
ther as one man for their mutuall defence 5 therefore this enterprife (at left as 
it may be ordered,_) fliall t end to Incorporate the rehole Strength of England^ Nei- 
ther can this be accompted a thing of fmall concernment. 

24. To take away advantages of opposition. 

When a people are very poor, the maintaining of a final Army, is accompted 
a great burden. And that together with the want oiimploymmt and other meanes 
oifubfifiancc^oxh exceedingly encreafemens di f content t and vexations of mind, 
which do much difpofe men to turhulency and commotionfifyecxaWy having moll: 
of them, littleotherbufineffe or hopes, any other waies then by filing n troub- 
kd waters (as they fay) topreferve themfelves from pcrifbing, for want of main- 

tcnance j 
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ttmncti Whereas ir! oicti had generally as much t riding uthty wcrecbleto 
mirage, iimuftfleedsmu'tiply lucha heape ofts/fc^cx upon them as where- 
by to takeoff their mind* from aflifang fuch , as would purfue advantages of" 
publtquettijmrliavce. 

2. Men having generally little or nothing except amifi rjblelifetolofe, 
thty cue not how ttt'ten the Land wherein they live, . be expofed to plundering? 
.iRtipubtiquu corfajiutts : Whereas ifthe generality ofthem, had great effeter 
in the iamcl.ar.di' Hkcfcvcrall Merchants that had great adventures in the fame 
fcoitoiTiO wrth f thriving 7n«A.\ind much imploymcnt, whereby to divert and 
delijiLt their ihoughts a rh rough the profit ^letjure and ntceflaryoccafionsthcre- 
cr. they wou:dbeibtarfroni^;vMW>*//rg a as they would be deeply irg.med to 
endeavour the preventing of all occafions that mijihtconducc^tothefrirriugup 
or" new ' rouble r 9 as tending to deprive them of that' which mofi ir.cn accompt 
their chief efthappincile., vi?.. the riches and pleafurcscj this Hfe. 

3. That ?X\VagaboKilct and idle Rnnmgaaoe$ fliouldbe not onely reduced 
tc ionic order and difciplhie^ but alfo put in fome way ofimploymentisno 
v'oui -i, one excellent qualification of a wcl-govcrned Common-wcMh^ as being 
a principal] meines to prevent occafions of fublique- dijlur'u&ncc : Put how this 
en bcfifectcd with necr.ihat advantage to the I'mkrt.fors , or without preju- 
cicetofuch poor, as arc willing to takepainsfora lively-hood, inanyplaee 
where tia'de ia lb dead, as it will not afToard fufficient intpteyizcnt+evca for fuch 
poo*", whoarcofctvil bchaViuorand good quality 5 HowCIfayJtliis can be done 
except by feme treaties that mufttend to jtticktn our decayed Iradc^ is beyond 
my prefect apprchenfion. 

To certain* I am,that if there benot falefor any confiderable part of the lVarc\ 
that might be wrought even by fuch poor, who are willing to take pains there- 
in; Then to fct others upon the worke, and find no other mean es to vend the 
ram^Ubuttotakethcuieansoflively-hoodoutofthehandsof thofethat beft 
dtltive it. 

Yet, except fome way befound wherebyfuchidJeperfonsa$aforcfaid,may 
be reduced to Order and imployment\ it cannot (' I fay) be expected, but 
the Common- Wealth (bould be SubjccJ to much difturbmct there- 

H- 

For r.s it is the. want of Lively-hoodc, that multiplycs Mens difcoti- 
Unts and vtxatidns, fo it is the want of Im ploy men t that not onely 
deprives men of Lively- Heode, but Incrcafcs the number ( as by Swarmes) 
.of 2lMg*e/ f and Ott-T&rodlcs in the High- Waits and other places ; Who 
yiot being Engaged in imphymen) 3 ( but being wholcly at their own 
.di/pofe, } are in their Vyandcring Prcgrcfft, ready preflcd upon all occafions 
lor any mifchcivous defigu, that. may .tend todifhirbcthepcaccof a Common- 

wealth, 

4. Mcik}\ is of that nature, as the multiplication thereof amengft a peo- 
ple, dothuoitncly ir.couragc an £«f»/y, iii hopes of furprizing confiderable 
fums trreaxoF, fo much the more eafily, but being fcized ontendeth both to 
maintain iht enemies Warre y and to diminish the incanes of their own defence: 
And therefore to Inricb a people, with fuchwoffcc as will do the enemy no mors 
pleafure though it were taken then fo much vajfa paper ^ nor yet the loife of tt 
he any damage at all unto thofe from whom it is taken, is a very great advan- 
tage, anddouidifcourage an Enemy from attempting </c/%»w upon fuch a pco- 
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Butthatin reference to thofc Bills, mnttersmightcafily be ordered In as to 
cfFcfl'this, I could evidently flicw, if itwcienottoolargciobcatprefcnt in- 
All thefc things confidered, I conclude, that this enterpvife tendeth much, 
and in many refpefts to tak$waj advantages of oppofion > which was the 
thin" hereto be proved. 

And thus inbriere,(fo avoid repetitions) are all the particulars in thctitte-pa^e 
fully demon ftratcd^a nd moft of them in a farre greater mcafure,then was therein 
-xprelfcd. 



7*iff Conclufion to the whole Treatije. 

j £pS>' K £r J * Aving thus difcovercd as much asforthc prefent, tconceive needful 
?V7-^| [4. initiation to this Entcrprife with the conferences thereof, and 
.}£! ^r,^ ^ howalltheparticuJarsinthcT/Z/c-^caremadegoodby this ««- 
. -: i<v§] '^ dcrtaking^and moft of them toa far greater extent, thenisthere 
wis^s^S cxntfilcd, it was my intention here to haveput a period to my la- 
bours, in order to this workefbr the prefent; 

But meeting in the very clofe thereof wirh a bookecalledCwr/J/c/wJtf vel lex 
Jllcrcatoria^ oi\ the Anticnt lure Merchant ^ wherein the Author takes fpcciall 
notice of the way of Trading uled in/7<w«/w/,already by me mentioned, which 
is by accepting uf the Kills of particular peifons, in ftead of money , 
which he calls Bills obligatory^ being, asm Page 71 Jinei?.Ke affirrricth,tl»e 
mofr ufual way of buying and illling Commfiui ties beyond the ftas > viz. At 
Amfterdant, Jiliddleburrorp^ Hamhurrow, and other places, Icannotbut defireit 
may be obferved, how exceedingly hefbeing a Merchant) not only Commends 
(in feverall places of his Bopkjihis way of Trading, but alfo doth pleadefor the 
ufeofthclike practice here in England, as that which tends to many great and 
confiderable advantages, cliicfcly to the benefit of Merchants, in order to the 
encreafe of their Trade. 

Fortoufehisownwordsinpage73 line!. Ifffaith he) this <( Man(viz.onc 
<l who fhould iiccept of thefc Biffs, for F/are\w ftead of money, will not rule mf .(as 
"they fay % the tiincofthepayinentdf the faidltfft, hemaygotoanother man 
" and buy other Commodities therewith,as if it were with ready money thetimo 
"oncly confidered^ nay more, if he will have read ymoncy for thefc Bills, he 
" niay fell thcni to otlier Merchants that are monyed men, and .-(bating for the 
** Intertftfai thetimc, and commonly one moneth over, according to the rate 
" as 1 hey an agree, and as money is rlcntifull, they fhallhave money at all times 
"to imploy in Commodities^ ortodcliverbyrjec/w/^ortopay dibtes withall, 
l *ortocany/jc///cinfpccic, orfbrarvotherpurpofeat their pleafure, which 

"(faith 
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c '(Taithhc)is Commodious for many young Merchant s,hav'mg(m2li ftockes^ as 
{C alfo for all men upon all occafions; for it is properly as money pjid by affig/ta- 
l - tioa s whereby great matters arecompaffed in theTraae of 'Merchandize, the 
4t Commodities are fooncr -vended in all places, the Cnjiome and impofitionoi 
<: Princes do encreafe, tha poor and Mechanical/ pcoplearefctonworke, men 
"arc better aflurcd in their payments, the counterfeiting of £/&,and differences 
<c are prevented,the more Commodities are fold, the lefle ready money is tranjport- 
" ed, and life is infufed into trajjick.and trade for the generall good; Andherc- 
Cl in(Taithhe)wefeeandmay obferve, that things which be j»*W,and things 
tC which arc not indeed, but taken to be Indeed, may produce all one effect, 
"and every man is inablcd with his own mcams and credit s to augment 
"Commerce. 

By many fuch arguments in diverfe parts of his Treatife he laboureth to prefs 
the ufeofthispra&ife herein England, to which purpoie fee page 48. begining 
at line 53. page 71 . line 4.9. page 79. line 43. 

I find in this Author likewise, many other thjngsconcerningfxt/ww^of mo- 
ney by Bills oj exchange, (as in Page 277. line 34. and page 375. Sc 276, Sc 277, 
£c272, Si. 279. ) cntertji for monies, ( page 223, and 22;j.)Pawnmg of goods 
Tpage 227, 2 28, Sc 229. j all tending to confirm the truth of what I have ailertcd 
in theft- particulars. 

Neither,do Ifind-inythhigatallby him affirmed,that doth feemCin the leafl: 
meafure(tocontradidt whatl have here purpoled, lave in this, that he takes the 
Vulgar opinion concerning^/ea^ afmemey( that it makes things deer)for grant- 
ed, whhoutdiftinguifliing of circumstances or confidering wbcre,when or how^ 
itmaybecometheoccafionofencreafingthe/>/i:«*j of Commodity, and inabling 
men by their quickjretHrncs, to take iejfe profit m the pound,and byfconfcquence, 
to fell there warecheaper then formerly. 

Now, I Confcfie, ' it muft needs be granted (as I have already obferved) that 
where an encreafe of »;fl»cydothnotoccafionaproportionableincreafeinthe 
plenty of commodity, it duth tend to caufean encreafe in the price thereof 5 Yet 
the fame Author in two feverall places where he faith, that plenty of money 
makes things deer,vizin pagC45.1me 5. and page 177. Iine7. doth alfo acknow- 
ledge ; that plenty of commodity makes them cheape: Now by his own confeffi- 
cn-incrcafeof money doth encreafe Trading^ which yet would be to no pur- 
pofe, if it d id not encreafe mens Stocks and cfiates in commodity,that is, if it did 
not bcreafethe plenty of commodity in a Land ; and beGdes, it is already proved 
that it is a rule amongft Tradef men to proportion their stock?* in commodity, ac- 
cording to thequickneffc or flownetTe of Tradings Co that plenty of commodate 
( in any Land where Commodity enough is to be had for money or the beft cre- 
ciit) muft needs be the effect of a quick Trade, which is occanoned by plenty 
cfmoney. 

This, ifhehadduely weighed, and had withall confidered that fcarchy of 
money is the meanes whereby obftru&ing the fale of Com modify , men through 
their flow retnmes are forced ("for their mecr fubfiftance) to takea more then or- 
dinary Vrnjit in the pound, to the railing of the price of their Wares, the rather 
for that fe.ircity of mom} caufing a high ratcof Intcrej}, doth inforcc Tradef- naea 
toadvancetheir^/»w^c/. proportion ably, as this Author himfslf urgeth in 
divers places viz. page 177. line 43. andppge a-.a.line 5c. 

ThefethirLgsflfay^ifhchadconfidercd^ he would without queftion, have 
fully agreed unto what I haveformerly obferved to this purpofc;- befides that 

this 
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this Enterprife being ordered fb, as I have propofed, tendcth tn put ionic men 
into a. capacity of thriving by undcrjetf/njr others, which oi iclelf alone mult 
needes be a moft effeflual mcancs, tooccafionaconf:derabJe/.T//iiuhe/,T/f t .o£' 
QommoiUtiet, 

Yet it his bare affirmation without any argument, wherein he appears to be 
inecr]y(waycdbythc«////5rfr(7p/»/flff,andthc fecming probability of the thing 
(not diving fcrioufly into the mattery do bear more weight in the eye of any 
mans reafon, then thole ar&nmcnis which I have aleagee! to the contrary, let 
fuch men rake it tor granted, that Commodities would t>v mcancs of this Entcr- 
pnfe rife in price; And yet nothing can be inferred from thence, toprovcanyj 
damage coniidei able to be incident to this ^undertaking. 

For, though ' as I have already obferved, ) Commodity were now teat/met 
deerer then formerly, yet if a people have teittmet as much money ( or money 
worih topurchafe the fame, the 4^va«te£<rjn this cafc, mult needs be as great 
as the incoiv<mcnce\ cfpecjally fuch dctmcRc of comirtirdity beings as the lame 
Author affirmcthl a principall mcancs to occafion the importing of BuL'ijn^hy 
making thcpiiccofour£//£///jCMvwW/r/c/torifc bevond the Seas. 

And yet further, let it be remembred to this pwpofc, what I have already 
demonttrated, viz- Thatitisameerabfurdity to imagine that an increafe of 
money fhould occafion an encreafe in the price of commodities fully proportion- 
able to fuch increafe of money * becaufe in this en fe, fuch increased Stocks of 
tunnies would go no further in the priceof commodity then the former final flock 
did, andconfequcnrlywould not cncreafethe/rf/ethercof t thereforc would not 
at all encreafe the pr ice thereof. 

And as to the price of FttgLffi Commodities beyond the Scas s it is clear thatthey 
are deer or cheap m'ForrcfgH parts according to the rtclxs or poverty of the people 
of this Land; for if the people of England be very poor ( Co as not .being able t'c* 
beftow upon thcmfclvcs the tenth part perhapsofthofeCommodities, which 
thefruicsofournative/d^wouJdafibard, and which if their Trading, and. by 
confequencethcirrichcswcremultiplyed proportionably .they would gladly 
fpend amongftthemfelvesina Comfortable fubltfiance, intimcafe.- the overplus 
ofCommoditicsarefenttootherNations, which doth occafion fuch plenty of 
Zaghjh commodities in Othc: parts, as the price thereof beyond the fcas muft 
needs fall accordingly i, Whereas if through the expencct of the people of this 
Land, there were little ofour own commodities to be f pared for Trd«$>orta/f- 
i?«,it muft needs be acknowledged that thefcarcity or. our Commodities beyond- 
lea. Would make them dear in Forreign parrs, andbyconfequcncewouldbeas 
means to occafion thc/mportingofSui'/ion, asfollowesfrom what I have already 
proved to that effect. In which refpeft, whether commodities grow deerer* or 
cheaper here in England. then now they arc fit will be no morcconfiderable then 
whether we agree to meafure our cloths and fluffs by theyird or by the c#, in 
cafe we can but procure w.iuds enough ,of an ell lortg to meafure them by. 

Seeingtherefore, that fomething to the famepurpofe which I here propofe, 
hath bin and frill is praftifed by Merchants in Sorrtign parts ^ to the great im- 
provement of their Trade, and would ( asthis Author teftifies ) tend as 
much to the benefit of this. Nation, as I am confident, all judicious men muffc 
needs acknowledge. 

AndconfJderingthat/A«-H«^r>/emay(accordingtowhatIhavepropofed > v 
be both begun andcarryedpn ,byaverv fmal number of men agreeingtogether; 
Ihope the people ofthis Land, (and chisrely the Merchantsof London, whom 
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it rnofr concern*, s) will not (hew themfclves more negligent of rhemeancs of 
tht.it' own uecdjarj pitfcrvai ion,then all other people in t he world belidcs, wi.cn 
it is well known, that as things no* ft.ind in England, wcaicin as much in ed uf 
ufing cut nta/cji cMc*vi}Hrs y (or hufbanding mutters to the btft advantage for in- 
creafcof Trauc. as ever any people were. 

And iffor the ftirring up ofthislWc 1 «/^?«'■ > among^• the people r.ft his Nation, 
God (hall make ufeoftheU- my poor labours j I ihaU think my 'e'f happy in i'e- 
ing fo far forth ferviceab'c to the publique : Howfoevcr, haying now <ti (cover- 
ed that which 1 am certain, would tend effectually to the introducing **f all 
thofe particulars declared in the'frtle-psge, and cleared the feveral confequences 
thcreot fo, as it coth mantfeftly appear that there wants nothing,but the meer 
confent of mm , whereby to in vt ft themfclves with the full accomplishment of 
thofe confiderable advantages, which roalUoversottheif Country, f yea of 
themfclvcs> cannot choofe but be (inreferrencetor/rAc/, and in great incaiure 
topctcfj lthemoftdenrcableandimportantamongfraIlthingsth.it are cartaly y 
in regard cfpecially,of the ftateofaffaires in this Nation at prefent,! could jucige 
it no other, then my duty to lay down the fame to publique«ien>, leaving the 
ifiuewholelytoGodtheAutborofallgoodnefle^ unto whom alone all ylory 
(*as in dury)beafcribed, forthefeand all other the tenders and jww^*rj a which he 
.Tukes of any favours^ Benefits ox bteffings^ conducing to the tnw*rd or ouin>ar d 
weale of Mankind. 



r«»AH««wrflitCOlINCELL, fari«- 
vancing and regulating o/TRADE. 

Honourable Gentlemen, 
Cf^^i-'^CannotbutacknowIfdgeitworthyferiousconfideration, that the 
£r > i^>N faroeprovidencewhich hath thus farcarryed on my weak endea- 
£*$* lov^C vours, (hould-atr he very time of publilhing thereof put it into 
F?^-xS^ thehtartsoftheParliamentjby an A&for Advancingand regulat- 
z'J/fc~&<i<} irgtheTradeofthisCommon-Wealth toAuthori7.eCommillion- 
ers,in order thereunto* that.'amongftotherthings)theymightadvife,how 
new waiesmavbefoundout, forthebetterventingof Commodities, .andre- 
port the fame accordingly. 

And for that a grcit part of this Treatife, was printed divers moneths before 
the coming fi >rrh o( the aforefaid AQ, when there was no Aurhoiiry under the 
Parliament,!© whom I could properly addrefs my felf for the furtherance there- 
of,! thought no ineancs more effectual, to make way for the promoting of theft 
my endeavours, then to dedicate the fame tothe Parliament, and prtlent divers 
members thereof s with feveral of the title-pages a wherein theeffect of the whole 
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